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The third edition of Pulse Magazine for 
2016 places a focus on a variety of 
diaspora groups around Australia.

Included in this issue are articles on 
Living Hope Family Church’s Arabic 
services, Euangelion Mission Centre 
Church’s Indonesian services, and South 
Eastern Christian Centre’s Cambodian 
and Sri Lankan services.

Also included in this edition of Pulse are 
reports of trips to Serbia, Paraguay and 
Brazil where exciting new connections are 
being established.

As I read through these artciles I am 
reminded yet again that it is important to 
reach out beyond our own culture and 
embrace people from all nationalities.

Psalms 67:3 says: May the nations 
praise you, O God. Yes, may all the 
nations praise you.

Our God is a global God and it is exciting 
to come together as one to worship God 
in different languages and styles.

As you read through this edition of Pulse 
be encouraged by the work different 
churches are doing as they reach out 
beyond themselves, not only within 
Australia, but around the world.

Mikaela Groom 
Editor of Pulse

If you would like a printed copy of Pulse, 
they are available via the CRC missions 
office at $1.20 each plus postage.

 

From the Australian Missions Director, 
Ps Mike Cronin

Australian CRC churches are now 
involved in some way in 69 out of 
about 200 nations in the world. This 
is up from 49 nations 4 years ago.

Of these nations we now have a 
regular ministry involvement in 37 of 
them.

This is our best figure for a ‘Presence 
in the Nation’ (an effective ongoing 
ministry aimed toward fulfilling the 
Great Commission of Jesus).

Our vision is a Presence in every 
Nation by 2045.

This edition of Pulse highlights two 
more of our newer fields, Brazil and 
Serbia.

Please pray for the expansion in both 
these nations. 

Twelve CRC Churches in Australia 
are now running various ethnic 
ministries in languages other than 
English as a part of their church 
(Diaspora Missions).

Three of these churches are 
presented in this issue of Pulse.

Each of the approaches are a bit 
different but each one is highlighting 
some very important issues in taking 
up the opportunities God has given 
us in this nation to reach people of all 
nations without even having to cross 
the seas.
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service where we combine the two 
congregations as one church. 

This service is held at the end of 
each month and is translated into 
both English and Arabic. 

With this we show the unity of one 
body, where we come together 
in worship, praise, the message 
and communion as one people. 
Together, we worship our Lord with 
one voice!

After the service we gather together 
for a combined fellowship lunch. This 
is where we can get to know one 
another and understand one another 
better, even though communication 
can be interesting at times with the 
different languages. 

As with any new service, we are 
working out our teething problems 
and adjusting as we need to. 

God is good and He is working well 
within all who are involved. We are 
finding that our Lord is growing and 
stretching all of us for His purposes 
through this.

Our long term goal is to not only 
create a stable and sustainable 
environment for our Arabic speaking 
brothers and sisters, but to also 
reach the unchurched and Muslim 
community in our area for Jesus.

Ps David Holt

after but rather it was something that 
God initiated. 

The main purpose in holding this 
service is because we found that 
there are many displaced and 
discouraged Arabic language 
Evangelical Christians not going to a 
church of any kind. With this in mind, 
we are endeavouring to give these 
brothers and sisters a spiritual home 
where they can worship and serve 
our Saviour in their own language. 

We are providing them with an 
alternative church style to what 
they are used to, by being part of 
our larger church community. Our 
Western style English language 
church is quite different to the Arabic 
language style in all areas including 
format.

As their previous style hasn’t been 
as successful in our community, we 
are encouraging them to follow our 
format and establish a service quite 
different to what they are used to. 

We also want to create an 
environment where they know that 
they are not alone and they are 
part of a bigger congregation of 
believers. We want to build this work 
together as one church; one body; 
one people with one voice.

In order to do this, even though the 
Arabic language service is a stand 
alone service, we have a special

Living Hope Family Church is a 
small church in the North Western 
suburbs of Melbourne Victoria.

We have recently added an Arabic 
speaking service to our Sunday 
morning schedule.

The community in which we 
minister is very multicultural. This is 
particularly true in recent times due 
to the migration of many whose first 
language is Arabic.

These people are migrating from 
nations such as, Syria, Egypt, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Turkey, etc.

There are many Muslim adherents 
in amongst the people of our 
community, as well as Orthodox and 
Evangelical Christians. 

We have had some Arabic speaking 
Evangelical Christians in our church 
for many years. Although they have 
loved serving the Lord Jesus in the 
English speaking church, they have 
been limited in their expression due 
to the language barrier. 

Therefore, we have recently found 
ourselves commencing this Arabic 
language service at Living Hope. It 
was not something that we sought

One Church, One Body, One 
People with One Voice
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and maximize their skills, their talents 
and gifts in serving God. They have 
a great desire to reach out to the 
community and to win lost souls. 

This English service is different from 
the Indonesian one. The young 
people like a short and compact 
service, followed by lively social 
contact with each other. They have 
joy and happiness when they share 
together, eat together and enjoy their 
fellowship.

Even the older Indonesian members 
support the English service as long 
as it follows biblical concepts. 

In my opinion, the English church 
service is like the New Testament 
church and we will continue to 
strengthen it and enjoy it. 

Ps Yongky Santoso

to conduct the church service in 
Indonesian, sooner or later I would 
lose the young generation, because 
they were not interested in the 
Indonesian Service.

However, if I changed the Sunday 
Service to English, I was sure that the 
older generation would not like it. I 
was concerned that they would leave 
the church, because they were very 
proud of their ethnic language, and 
they found it hard to communicate in 
English.    

To solve this problem, I divided the 
services into two separate ones, 
9.15am for English and 10.30am for 
Indonesian. In this way, the young 
people could determine the format 
of their English service according to 
their mixed cultural background.

Today I encourage them to release

The Story of the Euangelion 
Mission Centre Church, Sydney
Fifteen years ago the Euangelion 
Mission Centre (EMC) church 
was planted in the city of Sydney, 
Australia. This happened after God 
spoke to me personally and gave 
me a vision to spread the gospel, to 
make disciples of all nations and to 
expand His kingdom.

We began with a small group of 
twelve Indonesians, including five 
members of my family. All Sunday 
services were held in Bahasa 
Indonesia.

After several months the church grew 
to about 60 people and in the next 
ten years to 150 people. I realized

that our children, the second 
generation, who were born in 
Australia needed special attention. 

They lived like “Aussies”, whereas 
the first and older generation still 
maintained their own culture and 
style of living. This second generation 
was part of our family, but they had a 
completely different culture.

Most of them communicated in 
English as their daily language. 
Some did not even understand their 
parents’ mother tongue.

This became a dilemma in my 
ministry in 2008. If I continued
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Open Doors: South Eastern 
Christian Centre

Sri Lankan Tamil People

A significant number of Tamil boat 
people have come to live in the 
Dandenong area. Elvis D’sa from 
SECC met one of these men on a 
building site. He spoke good English 
and was a committed Christian. 

Seeing an opportunity to help people 
in need, a regular Sunday evening 
service began. Transport was 
provided each week and a good 
Tamil meal served after the service. 
Some of the people have a Christian 
background, others Hindu, but all 
were in need of practical and spiritual 
help. 

This group over the last 4 to 5 years 
has had its ups and downs. Some 
of these have been caused by the 
emotional ups and downs of the 
guys involved, with the uncertainty 
of the long drawn out process of 
applying for permanent residential 
visas to stay in Australia. This has 
been very difficult for them. We now 
also have some mature age women 
in the group who have remarkable 
stories of how they escaped from the 
persecution they were getting in Sri 
Lanka and the journey to Australia. 

It is a privilege to stand with these 
people in prayer and encouragement 
to build their lives in Christ irrespective 
of natural circumstances.

Ps Mike Cronin

Working with people from a totally 
different culture, who have left their 
home country because of a massive 
genocide under the Pal Pot regime, 
has created many challenges in us 
being able to understanding each 
other.

A very important key to this is having 
a person who understands and is 
well connected with both sides. That 
bridge person is vitally important in 
understanding each other, and to the 
success of the whole ministry. 

Integration into the whole church is 
considered very important and good 
relationships have been established 
between various people in both 
congregations.

The Khymer people, particularly 
those with reasonable understanding 
of English, have been very good at 
joining into wider church events. They 
are also good cooks and supply 
many delicious meals.

Cambodian service worship team

A decision was made in South 
Eastern Christian Centre many years 
ago that we wanted the church 
to reflect the ethnic diversity of the 
community we live in. 

Endeavour Hills, in Melbourne, has 
a very diverse ethnic population with 
47% of people born overseas (2011); 
42% were from non-English speaking 
backgrounds and 5% from English 
speaking countries. Consequently, to 
reach our community we must reach 
people who don’t necessarily speak 
English confidently at all.

Cambodian People

Ps Kevin Clark who was a market 
gardener employed a number of 
Cambodian people to work on 
the farm. He started praying for 
Cambodians to come to Christ.

In time God brought a few 
Cambodian people, who spoke 
English well, to the church. Kevin 
was quick to follow up and a Khymer 
small group was soon established. 

As this grew it formed the basis for 
starting a Sunday service conducted 
at the same time as the 11am 
English service.

This meant that the crèche and 
children’s ministries (in English) were 
available for the children whose 
schooling was in an English world, 
but the adults could worship God in 
their heart language, Khymer.

These services operate with Khymer 
style music and songs, follow up 
studies have been translated into 
Khymer. 

The preaching is normally in English 
with interpretation to Khymer.

As the Khymer speaking people 
are developing, sometimes now 
the preaching is in Khymer with 
interpretation to English. 

The Khymer congregation has been 
very good in reaching out to others 
and over the past 6 years many 
Buddhists believers have become 
committed disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Through the connections of some 
of these people back to their home 
country we have been able to open 
up some very effective ministry 
in Cambodia with evangelism, 
discipleship, leadership training, 
English teaching and clean water 
solutions for village peoples.
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Supporting a Gypsy Church in 
Leskovac, Serbia

population of about 10,000 who live 
in defined parts of the city. 

The Gypsy Church meets in a large 
marquee set up on their own land. In 
the past they have not been able to 
get approval for the construction of 
a proper building. They have been 
able to build an office and smaller 
meeting rooms for kids ministry etc. 
Over the years they have faced 
regular threats by authorities to pull 
down the tent. This has improved 
over the last few years and we are 
hoping to assist with the construction 
of a permanent home for this church.

Every alternate year we bring Ps 
Selim out to spend time with our 
churches and attend our CRC 
National conference. He has very 
much enjoyed this and found that it 
has spoken into his life and ministry 
in a significant way.

Ps Trevor Murphy

Our church, together with some 
other churches in our region of NSW, 
provide regular financial support for 
Ps Selim and his family. He leads a 
congregation of about 800 members 
and oversees a growing number 
of church plants. I visit each year, 
sometimes with a team, to spend 
time teaching and training leaders 
and visiting some of the new and 
established church plants. 

The unemployment rate amongst the 
Gypsy communities in Leskovac is 
about 90%. Many who do have jobs 
are seasonal and are paid very little. 

During the severe winters just to 
have money for wood and electricity 
is a challenge. This means that 
even though it is a large church, it 
is difficult for them to find support for 
their own pastors and leaders.

Leskovac has a population of about 
100,000 people, with a Gypsy

My first involvement with the Gypsy 
church in Serbia was through an 
invitation in 2001 by Dave and Gretel 
Ridgeway. Dave and Gretal were 
working as missionaries with Next 
Level International (NLI) at the time.

Dave’s role was to support and 
partner with various churches across 
Eastern Europe and included 
organising ministry training seminars 
on leadership and church planting. 

Dave invited me to be part of a 
team to visit the Gypsy Church in 
Leskovac, Serbia. Experiencing 
significant revival under Pastor Selim 
Alijevic, it was in need of training for 
young leaders and church planters. 

The invitation required a commitment

to return each year for three years 
as it was deemed important to build 
a trusting relationship over this time. 
This was also the commitment period 
of NLI to support and resource this 
young and thriving church. After that 
time we continued our relationship 
with Ps Selim and his team from our 
church at Narrandera CRC and no 
longer through NLI.

Over the years a number of 
churches have been planted around 
Serbia, including in the capital 
Belgrade, by sending out and 
supporting trained ministry couples. 
The church in Leskovac continues 
to see amazing fruit with regular 
salvations, water baptisms and 
significant healings. 



13PULSE ISSUE 3, 201612

2016 Reflections: A Trip to 
Paraguay and Brazil

yet doing a wonderful work in 
discipling believers (baptising 45 
new believers in 6 years) as well as 
making meaningful contributions to 
their community. 

Watch this space as they have 
formally made a request to pursue 
affiliation with the CRC which is 
exciting to see the 2045 vision 
bearing fruit.

In all the whole South America 
continent is open for the gospel and 
believe me; for good stable, word 
based and spirit filled ministers and 
churches.

It is time to move forward and reap 
the harvest working alongside these 
wonderful ministers and churches.

Ps Rodney Bortolin

LifeSource Church has been 
involved in sending shoe boxes for 
over 15 years and it was good to see 
where they end up and the reaction 
of the children. 

This will serve as a great 
encouragement to our church to 
continue this great ministry.

I am thankful to be able to reacquaint 
myself to two pastors in Brazil that I 
have had an ongoing connection. 

Ps Enio in Foz received us again 
with open arms for a weekend 
and then we flew to Salvador in the 
state of Bahia to connect up with Ps 
Livia and the church ‘Igreja Batista 
Familias No Altar’.

They are a great bunch of people 
and only a young church of 6 years

As I reflect upon my recent trip to 
Paraguay and Brazil I am thankful for 
a number of reasons.

Firstly it was the first time I had a 
travelling companion to Brazil. 
Trainee pastor Jamie King was able 
to make the trip and allow God to 
speak to him and through him about 
the continent of South America.

It was something he has sensed a 
calling toward and the trip aimed to 
confirm this calling.

Suffice to say, it had a tremendous 
impact on him and the people of

Paraguay and Brazil loved his 
charismatic nature and ministry from 
the word. 

I am also thankful for the opportunity 
to visit Paraguay for the first time and 
meet up with a number of pastors 
from the city of Asuncion. 

Ps Joralvo Faustino was our host 
and it as good to see the wonderful 
work they are doing in their locality. 

It was also great to see the other end 
of ‘Operation Christmas Child’ where 
we had the privilege of handing out 
shoe boxes to very excited children.
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Updates From Around the World Topics covered included market & 
opportunities, multi use of trees, soils, 
measurement of trees, management, 
mentoring others, trees as shelter, 
and networking together.

The course culminated in a 
graduation dinner where there was 
much celebration into the night.

Baptisms in Gokwe

What a blessing that 23 new converts 
were baptised during our time in 
Gokwe.

Peter from the Australian team did the 
baptising and I lead the celebration 
of holy communion afterwards. There 
was much rejoicing, and singing.

Cheryl Day

A ‘Day’ in Zimbabwe

Master Tree Growers Course

A team from Australia (Peter, Josh, 
David, Clinton) and Joy from 
Uganda, representing Beyond 
Subsistence and SIM, came to teach 
MTG (Master Tree Growers course) in 
Gokwe.

It was originally developed by 
Rowan Ried and John Lambert. 

Farmers and agriculture workers 
came together to receive the training. 

Altogether there were 60 of us.

The aim is for farmers to understand 
the needs and opportunities 
for planting trees on farms, to 
encourage them to lead and 
demonstrate tree growing to other 
farmers.

It provides some skills, develops 
a support network and builds 
confidence for tree growing. 

They learn to understand the need 
to balance conservation and their 
livelihood. 

I was really impressed with the 
enthusiasm shown by all who 
participated. 

At the conclusion of the course a 
support network has been formed. 

Reef Islands Missions Trip 
June 2016

Because of previous mission trips to 
Santa Cruz in the Solomon Islands, 
an invitation was extended to me to 
go to the ‘Reef Islands’ for a short 
term mission trip.

I took my son Garry with me. Garry 
is studying with CRC College of 
ministry.

This cross culture short term ministry 
tour was an invaluable experience, 
enhancing his practical skills and 
increasing his knowledge base and 
understanding, of practical Christian 
ministry to people of another culture.

This was a four day tour of 
ministering to Pastor James and the 
folk at the CRC Church in ‘The Reef 
Islands’ Temotu Province, Solomon 
Islands.

“The Reef Islands are a loose 
collection of 16 islands in the 
northwestern part of the Solomon 
Islands province of Temotu.

The islands lie about 80 km (50 mi) 
north of Nendo, the largest of the 
Santa Cruz Islands.

The total population of the Reef 
Islands is about 5,600, according to

2003 estimates.

This includes a Polynesian 
community, believed to be 
descendants of people from northern 
Tuvalu.” (Wikipedia).

Before Christianity they used to 
worship the ‘Shark’.

Thanks again to all who were 
involved in this mission and thanks 
to God for giving me a heart for 
missions and to Wattle City Church 
for having a missional outlook that 
takes the last bit of Matthew seriously.

Ps Stuart Rodgers




