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Our first edition of Pulse Magazine for 2017 
has a focus on the work of the CRC in Sri 
Lanka.

Included in this issue is the history and a 
general overview of what the CRC is doing 
in Sri Lanka, photos from the opening of 
the Colombo Project, a history of the CRC 
children’s homes, a testimony from one of 
the boys who has gone through the homes, 
and an update on the homes.

I traveled to Sri Lanka in September 2015 to 
visit our children’s homes. I was incredibly 
touched and inspired by the dedication of 
the staff and others who assist in the running 
of the homes and the taking care of the 
children.

While I was in Sri Lanka I also got the 
opportunity to visit the block of land where the 
Colombo Project building now stands. After 
physically visiting the land myself, I have 
enjoyed looking through this edition of Pulse 
and seeing pictures of the now completed 
building.

I trust that as you read through this edition 
of Pulse that you will all be inspired by the 
great work God is doing through our CRC 
movement within Sri Lanka. 

Keep praying for our national leader Ps 
Somanathan and his family as well as our 
other pastors and dedicated workers within 
the CRC work in Sri Lanka.

Mikaela Groom 
Editor of Pulse

If you would like a printed copy of Pulse, they 
are available via the CRC missions office at 
$1.20 each plus postage.

This issue of Pulse is focused on Sri 
Lanka.

We have just been in Sri Lanka for the 
official opening of the Colombo Project. 

This excellent facility was officially 
opened on Thursday the 30th of March 
with a full crowd of CRC people from 
Sri Lanka, many pastor friends of Ps 
Somanathan, and 23 Australian pastors.

This was the culmination of a 9 year 
process.

After the opening there was a two day 
conference where various Australian 
pastors shared inspiring teaching and 
faith building messages encouraging

the church to continue to move forward 
making impact in the nation and the 
nations. 

This is our third whole movement project. 

Firstly, Bethel Centre in PNG, secondly, 
the CRC National Centre in Danao 
Philippines, and thirdly Colombo in Sri 
Lanka.

These have been great achievements 
showing what can be achieved when the 
whole movement pulls together.

As we celebrate Easter let’s always 
remember that we live to serve a risen, all 
conquering saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

From the Australian Missions Director
Ps Mike Cronin
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The Work of the 
CRC in Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka, the pearl of Asia (formerly 
Ceylon) is an island nation off the south 
east coast of India. Early settlements 
on the island date back to the sixth 
century BC. The island was divided into 
numerous kingdoms for many centuries.

Between 1597 and 1658 the Portuguese 
ruled a large part of the island. Then the 
Dutch ruled until the island was united 
under British rule in 1815. Peaceful 
independence was provided in 1948 
after years of agitation for this. In 1972 
Sri Lanka became a Republic. The 
country was in a bitter battle of civil war 
for 25 years from 1983 to 2009. 

The current population is 22,502,588. 

The ethnicity of the population is 
Singhalese 74.9%, Sri Lankan Tamils 
11.1%, Sri Lankan Moors 9.23%, Indian 
Tamils 4.1%, plus a number of other 
smaller groups. 

The religious association of the people 
is Buddhist 70%, Hindu 12.6%, Muslim 
9.7%, and Christian 7.6%.

The CRC began in Sri Lanka as a 
result of contact with Ps Somanathan 
by Pastors Trevor Patterson, Neil Milne 
and Mark Walker in the early 1980’s. 
After this God spoke clearly to Ps Barry 
Silverback that he was to be involved. 

The main work of the CRC in Sri Lanka 
began in the midst of a war zone with 
seminars for pastors of all backgrounds, 
and the commencement of children’s 
homes. These two works were the areas 
of greatest need. 

The Lord gave Ps Barry, the CRC 
International Missions Director, a word: 
“no man shall set on you to harm you, 
for I have much people in this place”. As 
a result, there was no fear working in the 
war zone.

Ps Barry wrote: “Some time ago I was 
led to believe that God wanted me to 
become engaged in Sri Lanka in spite of 
the then current war and conflict raging. 
However, I had an indication and a 
strong conviction that Sri Lanka would 
prove to be a great harvest field for the 
Kingdom. It has been an interesting 
journey since becoming involved in Sri 
Lanka and some very wonderful things 
have taken place in several key areas of 
ministry.”

Our major ministry areas are:

Leadership Ministry Training Schools

Through the national leadership and 
team, Pr Barry Silverback together with 
numerous other Australian CRC Pastors, 
have conducted inter church Leadership 
Ministry Training Schools, covering a 
wide area of the nation and touching 
upwards to a 1000 delegates each 
year. These are having a wonderful 
positive effect on the churches and their 
leadership.

By Ps Mike Cronin and Ps Hans Voortman

Children’s Homes

There are now two children’s homes, 
fully functional, with several buildings 
and numerous staff etc. Thirty five 
children are supported and sponsored 
in these homes. 

Bible School

The establishment of a full time Bible 
School for the training and preparing 
of young people saw many trained for 
ministry and church planting. Currently 
in recess, this school whist in its infancy, 
we trust will grow both in effectiveness 
to facilitate churches and the church 
planting programme.

Farm, Sewing School and Vocational 
Training Centre

A seventeen-acre farm owned by the 
CRC operates near the children’s homes 
at Kalkuddah. The miraculous provision 
of this strategic property provides a 
growing opportunity to provide food and 
produce for the children’s homes and 
for sale to the surrounding community. 
A wide range of vegetables are grown 
by the employed farmer. A cow shed/
dairy has also been built on the land, as 
well as a roadside shop to sell produce. 
A number of acres are used for rice 
production, with future coconut groves 
and other intensive horticultural irrigation 
systems currently being installed. 

Future opportunities for vocational 
training in farming for young men who 
have left the children’s homes may 
develop. A sewing school exists in a 
purpose built complex on the land. This

has already trained many young 
woman in sewing and clothing 
production. A future Bible School 
complex and possible church may also 
be built on this land in future years.

Churches

Two flourishing CRC Churches exist 
in Colombo, one pastored by Pastor 
Rajeswaran and the other by Pastor 
Somanathan. 

Pr Rajes has renovated and developed 
a centre and residence on CRC 
property in Northern Colombo. They 
have also facilitated an outreach church 
from their congregation in one of the 
settlement areas at Grand Pass, under 
the leadership of Brother Anton.

Pr Somonathan provides not only 
national leadership to the CRC work 
in Sri Lanka but also leads his own 
church now in Dehiwela. He has also 
facilitated a new outreach church in 
the hill country at Rakwana under the 
leadership of Pr Roshan. This church in 
turn has numerous outreaches into the 
surrounding tea plantation settlements.

Ps Somanathan is highly respected 
by many pastors in the nation and the 
CRC churches reflect that same stamp 
of integrity. The churches are growing 
and with the new Colombo Project 
complex being completed, a great hub 
for the activities of the CRC has been 
created. Financed by many churches 
and individuals in Australia, this centre 
provides an outstanding base from 
which to facilitate the CRC ministry in Sri 
Lanka into the future.
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The Colombo Project
In 2006 Ps Barry Silverback shared 
the need with the Australian National 
Executive for a centre for the growing 
CRC operation in Colombo. 

It was in 2008 this need was shared 
with the Australian CRC churches and 
the Colombo project was taken up as a 
movement project. Fundraising began. 

In 2010 Ps Neil Milne was asked to visit 
Colombo. By a miraculous provision of 
the Lord a very suitable block of land 
was found in an excellent location in 
Dehiwala at a very reasonable price. 

This block of land was purchased and 
paid off over the next few years by the 
generosity of many of our Australian 
CRC churches. 

In 2014 the proposed plans were 
worked on and in late 2015 building was 
commenced. 

The official opening for the building took 
place on Thursday 30th March 2017. 

It is an excellent facility and will be a 
great asset for the CRC activities in Sri 
Lanka and beyond. 

We still need to raise another 
AUD$200,000 above the existing 
commitments that have been made by 
about 50 churches in Australia. 

However, if we had waited any longer 
to begin the project, the land and 
building costs would have escalated 
dramatically.

Plaque of the building

Front entrance with plaque on display View of the building

View from the rooftop
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Inside one of the two apartments

Opening service for the Colombo Project

Ps Barry Silverback praying over the Somanathan family

View from the rooftop

Undercover area

Fellowship on the rooftop as the sun sets

View of the building

Rooftop at night

Entrance to the main auditorium

Opening service for the Colombo Project
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History of the 
Children’s Homes

In 1962 I had an encounter with God 
and His Word came to my heart. It was 
clear and precise that one day I would 
do something for the orphans, widows 
and the needy. God used the passage 
from Job 29:13-17 to speak to me.

In 1993 I made my first trip to Sri Lanka 
with Trevor Paterson and Neil Milne. I 
met Ps Somanathan and family. I was 
impressed with Ps Somanathan’s faith 
and caliber and touched by the need 
in his nation. This was at a time when 
the civil war was at its height. After 
reflecting on Ps Somanathan’s request 
for help and seeing the pressing needs, 
I struggled with what I could do due to 
my many commitments in other nations, 
including PNG. I decided it would be 
best for Trevor or Neil to pick up the 
responsibility rather than me.

children’s home with 11 girls at the 
beginning of 1998. We wanted to buy 
the house but the owner did not want 
to sell his family home as his children 
were raised there before the war. But I 
believed God wanted us to have our 
own home. I continued to pray and 
confessed to Ps Somanathan that the 
house would be for sale one day. 

In the year 2000 when I was visiting the 
Philippines, I received a call from my 
wife Rosalie. She asked if we still wanted 
to purchase the house in Sri Lanka. Ps 
Somanathan had contacted her that 
day to say the owner had agreed to sell. 
Another miracle! I made the deal whilst 
in a taxi and committed to purchase it 
even though we did not have money at 
that time.However, some weeks later, 
we were able to purchase the house for 
approximately AUD$10,000. We now 
had our first permanent CRC home for 
Sri Lankan children.

In September 2000, we purchased 
the adjoining block of land for a girls’ 
home. Over time we were able to build 
two 4 bedroom homes for the children.
This was all during the war years. The 
children and staff witnessed bombings, 
and armed military stationed around the 
homes. One night two hand grenades 
were thrown at the children’s home while 
the children and staff were hiding inside. 
Windows were smashed and some 
other damaged occurred but the home 
continued to function.

Kevin and Brenda Hughes, Rosalie and 
I, along with Ps Somanathan and staff 
stayed right through these times for the

In 1995 Ps Somanathan came to 
Adelaide Crusade Centre for the CRC 
National Conference. He had an oppor-
tunity to share about his nation and his 
vision to help children who had been 
orphaned, displaced and abandoned.
The Holy Spirit clearly spoke to me 
saying, ‘Don’t you mention about your 
decision not to get involved in that nation 
because I specifically want you to be 
engaged there. Do not be afraid for I 
have much people in that place and no 
man shall set on you to do you harm’. 

I was convinced that I needed to help Ps 
Somanathan start a home for children 
ravaged and disadvantaged by war. 
These children had witnessed terrible 
atrocities and someone needed to 
rescue, care for and give them a safe 
home and hope for the future. We had 
no money but the children’s plight was 
enough for me to fulfill the word from Job 
29 that God had given to me. 

Eventually someone gave me a small 
amount of money, which I banked, and 
for the next 2-3 years we saved until we 
had enough funds to start the children’s 
home. The finding of an empty house in 
an active war zone was the first miracle. 
Many owners had abandoned the 
village due to death threats from the 
rebels. We were able to trace the owner 
of a house who lived in another part of 
Sri Lanka. He agreed we could rent the 
house for AUD$200 per year. A personal 
friend gave the money for the rent for the 
first year. He continued and added more 
to assist the children. 

After renovations we opened the first

By Ps Barry Silverback

sake of the children. We were later joined 
by Hans Voortman, Malcolm Taylor and 
Bryan Grasby from Australia. Others from 
Papua New Guinea and Fiji also came to 
help in spite of the dangers and risks.

New government regulations to separate 
the boys and girls by a minimum of 
one kilometre forced us to buy another 
property in August 2004 for a boys’ 
home. The boys were officially moved 
onto that property in May 2007. We were 
later able to build a new 5 bedroom 
home and water tower for the boys.

In 2005 we purchased 16 acres of land. 
for farming and housing for the older 
children who were doing their secondary 
or tertiary education. The farm would 
also contribute to the children’s homes 
by providing rice and vegetables grown 
there. This has worked out well even 
though it is not operating at full capacity.

The children in our homes come from 
a minority ethnic group of peoples who 
have been discriminated against and 
bypassed for many years. While the 
war is over and peace has come to the 
nation there are still thousands of scared 
and traumatized lives. Children still have 
to face the aftermath of war, poverty and 
dysfunctional families traumatized by the 
conflict.

There is still a pressing need for us 
to continue to help the children of Sri 
Lanka. The injunction of scripture is clear 
and mandatory upon God’s people 
to care for the fatherless & to plead 
the cause of the poor and needy - 
Deuteronomy 15:7-11.
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Gideon’s Story
Gideon first came into the children’s 
home in 1999 at 16 years of age. 

During his time in the home Gideon says 
the foundations of his faith were built and 
his spiritual life was set.

Gideon is an elder in his church and 
he is still very much involved in the 
children’s home. He is married with 
one son and is also able to support his 
single mother and brother.

In 2004, whilst still in the home, Gideon 
began attending tech school. The home 
funded his education.

He left the home in 2006 and worked for 
a foreign mechanic in Sri Lanka for two 
years. It was here that he was able to 
learn his trade as a mechanic.

After earning enough money through 
working for this mechanic, Gideon 
bought a piece of land in his hometown 
(approximately 3-5kms away from the 
current girls’ home). 

Since leaving the children’s home, 
Gideon has become self employed. He 
has started a small business and has 
seen much growth. 

Gideon’s story is just one example of the 
positive impact our children’s homes is 
having on the lives of all who go through 
them.

By going through our children’s homes 
opportunites arise that may never have 
been available to children had they not 
come into the homes.

On this piece of land Gideon built 
his own house and set up his own 
business. 

He runs a mechanic business where he 
repairs motorbikes and cycles. He has 
multiple people working for him.

A few years after setting up his business 
Gideon bought a machine that cuts 
stone for construction. 

He also bought a tractor which he hires 
out for use in fields and transportation of 
materials.

Gideon’s house and workshop

Gideon’s property Stone cutting machine

Stone cut from Gideon’s machine

Assisting a customer Gideon with his son
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Update of the Children’s Homes

I have recently returned from visiting the 
CRC children’s homes in Valaichennai, 
Sri Lanka. It was once again a real 
honour to visit the homes and to spend 
time with the staff and the 35 children.

We currently have 15 boys in the boys’ 
home and 20 girls in the girls’ home. 
We also employ and care for 10 staff. 
Our staff look after the children as well 
as manage the homes and the 16 acre 
farm.

In 2016 we commenced a Child 
Sponsorship Program. I can pleasently 
report that we currently have 25 of 
our children sponsored through this 
program. 

If anyone would like further information 
about our Child Sponsorship Program

feel free to contact me via email: 
mike@sturtstreet.com. 

Prior to my trip we raised $4,300 and 
were able to purchase four computers 
and two printers for the homes. In 
addition to these computers and 
printers, we were able to purchase two 
32inch HD televisions. We have put one 
in each of the homes.

The children’s homes ministry is so                                                  
rewarding and an honour to be a part 
of. I am constantly amazed at our staff’s 
care and dedication to the children and 
even more amazed at our children’s 
behaviour and heart for God.

If you would like to know more about the 
children’s homes, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me.

By Ps Mike Groom

Roshni (property manager) and his wife 
Priante (head cook) at the girls’ home

Vani (matron) and Kumari (staff) at the 
girls’ home

Shunmuganthan (girls’ home cook)
and Thangarajah (boys’ home cook)

Thevathayalan (warden and Shadrach 
(staff) at the boys’ home

Some of the boys from the boys’ home 
(others were at school)

Computers and printer we were able to 
purchase for the girls’ home




