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This issue of Pulse has a major focus on 
the experience of those who go on short 
term missions trips.

Included in this issue are a number of 
interesting and inspiring reports on a 
number of missions trips including trips 
to central Australia, the Solomon Islands, 
Sri Lanka, India, Myanmar and the 
Philippines.

As someone who has been on multiple 
short term missions trips, I cannot put into 
words how much of an impact and how 
beneficial they are.

1 Chronicles 16:24 says: Declare his 
glory among the nations, his marvelous 
works among all the peoples.

As we take part in short term missions 
trips, we are able to share the Word of 
God and experience life with people from 
all over the world.

Stepping out of our comfort zones and 
allowing God to use us in ways we 
never thought possible is a very exciting 
experience.

As you read through this edition of 
Pulse be inspired by the journeys and 
accounts of others.

Mikaela Groom 
Editor of Pulse

If you would like a printed copy of Pulse, 
they are available via the CRC missions 
office at $1.20 each plus postage.

 

From the Australian Missions Director,
PS MIKE CRONIN
When Jesus sent out his disciples he 
sent them with a clear purpose – “to 
preach the kingdom of God and heal 
the sick” (Luke 9:2, 10:9). When they 
returned they were amazed at what 
had happened (Luke 10:17). When 
the apostle Paul went on a missions 
trip he had a clear purpose – to 
come in the fullness of the blessing 
of Christ to impart some spiritual 
blessing to those he visited (Romans 
15:29 AMP).

In this issue of Pulse we share the 
very positive impact on the lives of 
team members who have gone on 
recent short term mission trips. Not 
only have they gone to give, but they 
have also received so much.

Having sent out many teams over 
the past 25+ years some of the 
things that we have found contribute 
to a positive experience on a short 
term missions trip are: 

1. Training preparation before the 
trip including prayer, cross cultural 
awareness, attitudes to things that 
are different, how to minister salvation 
and healing effectively, as well as 
how to share your testimony.

2. Going with an attitude to serve and 
learn, and not to expect the comforts 
of home.

3. Debriefing and praying together 
as a team while on the trip.

4. Debriefing after returning home to 
integrate the experience and what 
you have learnt from God on the 
mission field to life at home. Without 
an adequate re entry process much 
of the value of the trip may be lost. 

Pastor, if you do not regularly send 
out mission teams from your church 
what better time to start than now? I 
am happy to help you get started.
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WATTLE CITY 
CHURCH 
INVOLVEMENT 
IN COOBER 
PEDY

Wattle City Church in Marybourgh, 
Victoria is a missional church.

Our local mission is chapel 
service at two aged care homes in 
Maryborough.

This allows church members to 
experience being on a mission even 
though it is only three kilometres 
down the road.

They have interaction with the 
residences and with God in their 
delivery and preparation.

The mission to Coober Pedy is 
really an extension of the aged care 
chapel service.

Our team has been made up from 
two churches Wattle City Church and 
Beaufort Community Church.

Pastor Abigail from Beaufort

spearheads the spiritual warfare and 
intersession aspects of the mission 
and Ps Ron Bailey and I take care of 
the preaching/teaching aspect of the 
mission.

There are of course overlaps in all of 
that.

In Coober Pedy we work closely 
with George and Ally Laslet who are 
our contacts there, they set up the 
program etc. for us.

There is a great sense of fulfillment 
with the team members as we see 
the response to our ministry and the 
Lord’s hand at work in the lives of 
indigenous Australians.

The impact is also seen in our 
home churches as we bring back 
testimonies, reports and photos and 
when we relay the stories of how the

Lord moved. 

There is also the bonding of the team 
because we spend two days on the 
road, four days in Coober Pedy and 
two days on the road again.

These missions trips serve as a time 
of personal growth for the individual 
and a drawing of one closer to God 
in terms of personal relationship.

I’d have to say it is a win, win, win all 
round.

I encourage you to take a team from 
your church on a missions trip.

There is a lot of organising but also 
there is a lot of fulfilment as your 
team is able to express their belief in 
Christ in a real and purposeful way.

Ps Stuart Rodgers
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In January this year I went on a four 
week trip to the Solomon Islands. I 
first visited the Solomon Islands in 
July last year for the international 
youth jamboree that was held in 
Honiara and I fell in love with the 
place.

Being able to see everyone I met 
during the jamboree and having the 
opportunity to meet new people was 
definitely the highlight of my trip.

Although January was a quieter 
time of year I enjoyed interacting 
with everybody I came across and I 
loved experiencing Solomon Islands 
culture once again.

This trip was my first time traveling 
overseas on my own. Part of the 
reason I decided to travel to the 
Solomon Islands alone was to see 
what God would reveal to me when 
I stepped out in faith and reached 
beyond my comfort zone.

Proverbs 3:5-6 says: Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he will

make your paths straight.

As humans we like to maintain 
control over our lives. This often 
makes it difficult for us to hand over 
all of our uncertainties, worries, plans 
and dreams to God. However, the 
beauty of allowing God to be in 
control of our lives and giving him the 
opportunity to guide our steps leads 
to things we never thought possible.

My time in the Solomon Islands 
was once again a massive eye 
opener and I wouldn’t trade my 
experience for anything. The lessons 
and revelations God provides when 
we step out of our lives at home for 
a period of time and embark on 
adventures on the mission field are 
so worthwhile.

Mikaela Groom

ADVENTURES 
IN THE 
SOLOMON 
ISLANDS

The second team we are sending 
is being sent due to an opportunity 
that has come through our strong 
children’s program, to run a 
community based kids program at 
a missionary’s conference in India. 
CCH hosts a kids program in the 
school holidays called Kickstart 
and this program has become very 
successful here in Sydney. Due to 
this success they have been asked 
to run the program in India in June. 

Our third trip this year is also to India 
and this team is going to support 
our missionaries. The team will be 
participating in programs, praying 
with the locals, and learning to share 
the love of Christ.

People are coming back from these 
mission trips after having seen God 
move in spiritual gifts of miracles, 
healing, prophecy, and many others. 
One story when our pastor was in 
India a few months ago was with 
a little girl who was deaf from birth. 
They prayed for her to hear and now 
she is able to hear clearly. This is just 
one of many stories.

CCH strongly believes that short term 
missions trips change lives, for those 
who go and also the people that 
they encounter on the journey. God 
is doing great and wonderful things 
right now and it is so cool to be part 
of what is happening.

Ken Rikard-Bell

COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
HORNSBY 
SHORT TERM 
TRIPS
Community Church Hornsby (CCH) 
is seeing the value of offering short 
term missions trips to people from 
CCH.

Firstly, the people who are going 
gain significant personal benefits 
which lifts their Christian walk to a 
different level.

Secondly, they are able to support 
the local team that they are visiting, 
by being there and encouraging 
them as well as contributing their 
experience and expertise. Our 
wonderful Father in heaven uses us 
in different ways and if your skill is to 
be an encourager, then people on 
the mission field need you to help 
them.

CCH is sending three teams out 
this year. The first team is to Ti Tree 
(200kms north of Alice Springs) for 
Easter, working with the local team 
in servicing the community and 
conducting Easter events to bring a 
greater awareness of Jesus to them. 
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SRI LANKA 
AND INDIA 
MISSIONS TRIP 
TESTIMONIES

My trip to India and Sri Lanka was 
nothing that I could have imagined 
or prepared myself for, yet far more 
rewarding and affirming than I could 
have believed.

My heart fell instantly in love with the 
people I met, especially the children, 
and I cannot imagine never seeing 
them again.

I embarked on the trip with the 
intention of changing lives, serving 
others and simply being a source 
of love to everyone I met, however, it 
seemed that my life was changed, I 
was served and I was the one being 
constantly loved across my three 
weeks overseas.

The personal connection we got to 
encounter with each of the children in 
Sri Lanka opened my eyes to what 
God was telling me.

The word appreciate was a constant 
prompt in my daily activities that only 
after travelling to India and Sri Lanka, 
I learnt to appreciate the friends and 
family I have in my life.

Growing bolder in my faith, I have 
grown an aspiration to serve God in 
as many ways as I can. I will never 
forget the faces who inspired me 
to praise my God everyday for the 
wonderful things in this world.

Harriet Watt

It was hard to accept such kindness, 
generosity and respect in Sri Lanka 
and India, because I didn’t feel 
worthy or deserving. I was meant 
to be serving others, yet here I was 
being treated like royalty.

This love, so freely given to me, was 
a constant reminder of the love of 
Christ, and it encouraged me to love 
and serve others the way I was loved 
and served.

In many ways, big and small, I have 
changed as a person due to the 
experiences I had in these countries, 
and I am so ready to do it all again.

Chanelle Linane

My trip to Sri Lanka and India was 
by far the most daring experience I 
have ever encountered. It was a life 
changing opportunity that I hope I get 
to experience again one day.

As I had only been a Christian for 
three years, the idea of serving God 
in another country was quite new to 
me. God’s calling for me to go on 
this trip was very clear and persistent 
for a long time. Little did I know that it 
would change the depth of my faith 
completely. 

The children were a huge part of 
our journey, they inspired us to sing 
louder and dance greater.

A team of people from Ps Phillip 
Tong’s church, Ballarat Christian 
Fellowship, embarked on a missions 
trip to Sri Lanka and India in January 
2016. Included are the testimonies 
and expeirences of two of the team 
members.
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empower them with new skills and 
training, who knows, perhaps this 
centre could be the spring board to 
multiply Early Learning Centres and 
maybe even one day a Christian 
School in Mandalay.

The future of the Myanmar Project 
has a big focus around education. 
This is just the beginning.

Please feel free to like and invite 
your friends to The Myanmar Project 
facebook page (https://www.
facebook.com/themyanmarproject/)
so that you can see all the regular 
updates with the Life House and the 
Beulah Child Care Centre.

On this page you can find some 
great videos explaining the building 
project, the child care centre project 
and heaps more.

Rin Montroy  
Myanmar Board Chair

The Child Care Centre Project

The goal: Investigate and hold 
discussions with the leaders of the 
existing Beulah Child Care Centre.

The Portlife Church and Portside 
Christian College staff that attended 
Mandalay had one central question 
really “how can we help you run this 
child care centre well”.

The overwhelming answer was 
that they are desperate for teacher 
training, learning English and more 
learning resources for the children.

The building is run down, far below 
our standards, but it is clean and 
functional and suits their purpose.  

They don’t want a new flash building, 
just a minor cosmetic upgrade.

We believe that this small Child Care 
Centre is the start of something big. 
Over the next few years as we 

We could have gone over with a 
spray gun and done the whole 
painting project in an hour, but 
instead we worked alongside the 
Burmese workers, built relationships 
and empowered local labourers to 
complete the job.

The Aussies could have brought 
in power tools and finished the 
playground project their way, in their 
timing, but instead we hired local 
carpenters and worked alongside 
them to complete the project.

In this way we interacted with over 
20 different businesses and over 40 
different workers as we allowed the 
Burmese to build the project their 
way, in their timing.

The Portlife team learnt old-fashioned 
techniques by skilled Burmese 
tradesman and the Burmese learnt 
some new design ideas from the 
Australians.

There was mutual learning and 
growing.

We relied heavily on Tun Tun, a local 
taxi driver who was fluent in Burmese 
and English. 

s he was a taxi driver for many years 
he knew absolutely everyone and 
every business we needed to interact 
with.

His assistance was invaluable.

THE MYANMAR 
PROJECT: 
PORTLIFE 
CHURCH
Portlife Church, Adelaide, has a 
major commitment to Myanmar. 
We want Portlife Church and the 
Myanmar Project to be keeping up 
with international trends in overseas 
development work.

We have decided that our approach 
should be “how can we enable 
them to do it for themselves”, rather 
than “what can we do for them”. 
This concept has been outworked 
on a recent trip to Myanmar in the 
following way

The Build Project

The goal: Build a playground for The 
Life House children and paint the 6” 
foot high concrete fence surrounding 
the home.

Our mandate before leaving Australia 
was nothing more than to build 
relationships, listen and learn.

Every single one of the men who 
attended this building project from 
Australia were engineers, talented 
tradespeople or builders.
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missing back home. 

Instead of just saying ‘that’s just 
the way it is’, he is now pursuing a 
Diploma in Ministry.

Ben is also stepping up in various 
ministry areas within the church to stir 
up the gifts that are in him and to in 
turn stir up the passion in the hearts 
of people within our local church. 

In summary, when we go on a 
short term mission trip we have an 
opportunity to saturate ourselves in 
prayer, and the reading of God’s 
Word.

This results in changed lives, both 
in the host nation we are visiting and 
also within our own hearts.

Ps Mike Albert

Jason saw firsthand how God could 
use him to play a role in leading 
people to Christ. 

Jason also shared his testimony in a 
number of Churches.

He found that his confidence in doing 
this was growing so much that by 
the end of the week he was able to 
preach a message on a Sunday at 
one of the churches and saw people 
responding for prayer.

As a result of this mission trip Jason’s 
faith has been activated and he is 
now looking for more leadership 
opportunities in our local church 

Another team member, Ben Albert, 
saw the passion of the people in the 
CRC churches in the Philippines and 
realized that same passion was

with God) by praying for a lady with 
eye cataracts. 

This lady said that after the prayer 
her vision was vastly improved.

This caused Luther’s faith to rise and 
also created great inspiration within 
their church. 

Another one of our team members 
Jason Munso, who is a Christian 
businessman, shared with me his 
passion.

His passion was to connect with men 
in the Philippines and to see them 
active within the church.

We had the privilege of leading a 
couple of men to the Lord, obviously 
this was very significant for them but it 
was for Jason also.

SOUTH 
EASTERN 
CHRISTIAN 
CENTRE’S 
MISSIONS 
TRIP TO THE 
PHILIPPINES

On our recent mission trip to the 
Philippines we went to Manila and 
also a new area for all of us on the 
team, Bicol.

The team members were growing in 
their faith as we prayed for people 
for the baptism in the Holy Spirit, 
healing and gave prophetic words to 
a number of people.

One of the highlights of the trip took 
place in one of the churches in the 
Bicol region.

Luther D’sa, one of our upcoming 
preachers at South Eastern Christian 
Centre, preached at the Tabaco City 
Church in Bicol. 

He demonstrated what he was 
preaching about (being co-labourers
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UPDATES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

FIJI UPDATE FOLLOWING 
CYCLONE WINSTON

As you would be aware, from the 
media, the strongest ever cyclone in 
the southern hemisphere hit the island 
nation of Fiji last month.

This caused immense damage 
through the nation.

Many homes were reduced to piles 
of kindling, with roofing and furniture 
strewn everywhere.

Infrastructure was crippled.

As far as we can ascertain at this 
stage our CRC pastors and their 
families are apparently all safe. 

There was water and roof damage to

most of their homes and food gardens 
were destroyed. 

However they are surrounded by 
people who have lost everything and 
have been left wondering how they 
can put their lives back together. 

Furthermore three of our pre-school 
buildings and toilets have been 
completely destroyed.

These will need to be rebuilt.

It is estimated that one of these will 
cost about $20,000 AUD.

As trees have been uprooted on 
hill sides there is the potential for 
landslides to impact a couple of our 
churches.

Please pray against this.

This is a time for our churches to show 
the love of Christ to those in need.

Our Fijian pastors are on the ground 
there ready to help.

Australian CRC Churches are giving 
generously to enable our Fijian friends 
to rebuild the pre schools and help 
their people in need.

Thank you for your love for our Fijian 
friends in need.

Ps Mike Cronin

My son, Joel, and I arrived in 
Colombo late in the evening on 
Wednesday 24th February 2016. It 
was wonderful returning to Sri Lanka 
since my last visit was back in 2005.

We travelled up to the children’s 
homes and after an 8 hour drive, 
due to many roadworks, we arrived 
safely.

The trip was action packed. We were 
nearly side swiped by a bus and we 
were dodging motorbikes one after 
the other - not to mention all the cows 
roaming on the road. We saw wild 
goats, monkeys eating roadkill and 
an elephant taking a bath in a river. 
All in all, it was a good drive!

I was so pleased to visit the 
children’s homes again. We currently 
have 31 children; 17 girls and 14 
boys. We have agreed to take 
another 3 girls into our care in the 
near future, after being approached 
by the local authorities. This will bring 
the total number of children under our 
care to 34.

It was pleasing to find out that 2 
of our children have won national 
recognition for their educational 
achievements.

There are more than 20 children’s 
homes in the district where our 
homes are located and we were 
judged to be the best performing 
children’s homes in the district for 
2015.

Our homes and the grounds are 
very impressive and well kept and 
the children are well mannered, neat 
and tidy which is a credit to them 
and our staff. Pastor Somanathan 
and his dedicated team are to be 
congratulated.

Late last year we hit a financial crisis 
and we were faced with the likelihood 
of either reducing the number of 
children in our care or closing one of 
the homes and closing the farm.

I am please to report that we 
have been able to raise an extra 
$4,280.00 per month. This is an 
amazing provision of the Lord 
through the generosity of His people.

Wherever God guides He WILL 
provide!

Ps Mike Groom

SRI LANKAN 
CHILDREN’S HOMES 
UPDATE




