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CONTACT US

contribution. The long term benefit 
of these partnerships will depend on 
the strength of the partner church or 
organisation. 

All of these are part of our International 
Vision, to have a presence in every 
nation by 2045. That is an effective, on-
going disciple making ministry in every 
nation.

God has set before us many open doors 
of opportunity for the Gospel. We praise 
Him for every church that is taking 
up these opportunities and stepping 
forward. This may be stepping into the 
unknown at the time, but it is amazing 
how God prepares the way before us.

Thank you, thank you, thank you to 
every church and every person who 
is stepping out to fulfil Jesus’ Great 
Commission.

FROM THE EDITOR
Mikaela Groom
Welcome to our June edition of Pulse 
for 2019.

This edition we are focusing on 
the involvement of CRC Churches 
International throughout Asia, whether 
this be in our established CRC fields or 
through relationships and partnerships 
various CRC churches have with local 
churches and people.

We have articles on ministries in Sri 
Lanka, the Philippines, Myanmar, 
Cambodia, Thailand and West Timor. 
Although this does not cover every area 
CRC churches are involved in, these 
articles provide a great insight into 
some of the fantastic work people are 
doing all over Asia.

I am always greatly encouraged by 
the different things I read about in the 
articles that people send through for 
Pulse. This edition is no different. I never 
know what to fully expect, and I am 
always genuinely encouraged by the 
amazing work people are involved with 
when I sit down and read through them.

1 Peter 4:10: “Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms.”

As you read through this edition of 
Pulse I encourage you to think of how 
you can use your God-given gifts to 
serve others.

FROM THE 
AUSTRALIAN 
MISSIONS 
DIRECTOR
Pr Mike Cronin
As you will see in this issue of Pulse, 
there is a lot of significant ministry being 
done by Australian CRC churches in 
Asia.

In some countries a national CRC 
Churches International movement is 
being established which will help to 
ensure a perpetuity to the ministry. In 
other cases, partner relationships are 
established where CRC personnel 
are working with local churches or 
organisations to make a valuable 
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BETHEL 
CHILDREN’S 
HOME UPDATE
Sri Lanka
In the second half of 2018 and the 
beginning of 2019, our team on the 
farm in Valaichenai in the Eastern 
Province of Sri Lanka were able to 
grow and harvest approximately four 
acres of rice. The rice was harvested 
one night in February 2019. Some 
of the older boys from the children’s 
home, along with our male staff and 
farmer, harvested the rice using a hired 
harvesting machine. 

They collected enough rice to feed the 
children in the homes for one year.

The success of our first harvest is a very 
strong encouragement for the future.

Not too long after the rice harvest, 
World Vision gifted our farm eight goats 
(one male and seven females). Some 
females have given birth to baby goats 
which is exciting!

Our workers have built a goat shed 
for shelter. We have a new farmer on 
the property and his wife has decided 
to become the herdswoman for the 
goats through her own initiative. It is 
encouraging to see our new farm staff 
showing a willingness to be involved in 
the development of the farm.

A chicken coop has been constructed 
on the boys’ home property. One of 
our boys has taken ownership of the 
chicken coop and excitedly collects 
the eggs every day. The ongoing 
success of the chicken coop and the

joy it brings the boys is a great 
encouragement!

One of our older boys who sat his 
final high school exams late last year 
achieved one of the highest results in 
the Eastern region. He has qualified for 
university. If accepted, he will be the 
first person from his village to attend 
university. A quote from this young man 
can be found below.

“I can boldly say that this home has 
created a good future for my life. I really 
thank God. God has given a good staff 
and good brothers around me in this 
home. God has really blessed me in this 
place. When I came to the children’s 
home in 2007, I can’t read and I can’t 
write so I didn’t know anything. Now I 
just finished my A levels and I got all As 
in my subjects and this much God has 
helped me to do. Now I am waiting for 
university.”

REBUILDING 
BATTICALOA
On Easter Sunday 2019 explosions 
went off in multiple churches and hotels 
across Sri Lanka. One of the churches 
that was targeted during the bombings 
was Zion Church in Batticaloa. 

The church building, accommodation 
block, pastor’s house, lecture rooms and 
the church bookshop were all badly 
damaged and are in desperate need of 
repair.

Many of the deaths from this attack on 
Zion Church were children who had 
just finished Sunday School and were 
waiting at the entrance of the church for 
their parents so they could head into the 
Easter Sunday Service together. 

Working in partnership with Global 
Development Group (GDG), the 
Sri Lanka Relief Project: Rebuilding 
Batticaloa is supporting the rebuilding 
and repair of the church facilities that 
were damaged. 

GDG is a charitable Non-Government 
Organisation carrying out humanitarian 
projects with approved partners and 
providing aid to relieve poverty.

A fundraising page has been set up for 
the project through Raisely. A goal of 
$50,000 has been set for the project.  
Please visit the following website if you 
would like to donate towards the project.

www.gdg.org.au/DonateJ1043N
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NATIONAL 
PASTORS 
AND WIVES 
ASSEMBLY
CRC Churches International 
Philippines

discussion, preparation and 
fellowship.

It was wonderful to have 54 attendees 
at the general assembly. We had 
representatives for all of the regions in 
the Philippines.

The gathering started with a breakfast 
as the attending pastors arrived from 
their various home churches. 

Some of the pastors had to travel 
very far to come to the assembly 
with some coming by boat. It was 
awesome to see them put in the 
effort to make the journey to join the 
meeting.

The purpose of the gathering was 
to update all of the pastors about 
the current status of the CRC in the 
Philippines. 

It was also a time of discussion and

preparation for changes in the 
administration and the overseeing 
national team. 

Pr Allan Manzanilla shared about the 
history of the CRC in the Philippines, 
which began with Pr Barry Silverback 
in 1991 at Legazpi, Albay.  

There were many new and younger 
pastors who attended the assembly 
so it was good for them to hear the 
history and connection between 
the CRC in the Philippines and CRC 
Churches International.

Pr Melvin Sotomayor shared his 
personal journey as part of the early 
team in the Philippines and challenges 
of leadership in the national team. 

Pr Melvin also expressed his 
excitement and renewed passion 
to see mission grow within the CRC 
movement in the Philippines.

Pr Peter Hauje had an opportunity 
to talk about some of the current 
challenges and needs, and where the 
movement is at this time. 

Pr Peter also encouraged everyone to 
“move up and into bigger and better 
things” in this nation.

In the afternoon session, Pr Patty 
Pineda shared an update of the CRC in 
the Philippines. 

Patty explained to all attendees 
about the various new procedures, 
policies and structures which the 
leadership team are in the process of 
implementing.

Pastors from the regional areas 
gathered together and enjoyed a time 
of sharing with one another.

There was also a time of prayer 
and communion as the pastors and 
leaders prayed for one another and 
the CRC in the Philippines. 

The evening was given to fellowship 
and more gathering together. 

The assembly was a great time of 
reconnecting. 

It was also encouraging to see good 
things beginning to develop as the 
CRC in the Philippines moves forward 
into 2019 and beyond.  

We thank everyone for their support 
and prayers for the ministry, churches, 
pastors and leaders involved within 
the CRC in the Philippines.

The National Pastors and Wives 
Assembly was held in the Coastal 
View Resort, Calayucay, STO. 
Domingo, Albay

On Thursday 30th May pastors 
and their wives from all of the 
CRC International churches in the 
Philippines were invited to attend a 
general assembly for a time of
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MYANMAR 
PROJECT 
UPDATE
Portlife Church

Over the last eight years, the 
partnership has grown with Pr Andrew 
and Faith Bible Church in Mandalay, 
Myanmar. 

Mutual trust, accountability and a ton 
of fundraising has seen the project 
flourish.

Portlife Church are bringing life to 
Myanmar through their desire to see 
children reach their full potential and 
supporting the Faith Bible Church to 
outwork their vision in Mandalay.  

Portlife is doing this through a two-
story home called the Life House 
where nine formerly disadvantaged 
children, their house parents and three 
children reside.  

A playground has been built, a van is 
available for transport and children 
are educated at a private school. The 
children are winning prizes and are 
set to become all that God has called 
them to be in the future.

Members of Portlife only visit the 
home for a few days each year 
because they want to have the least 
amount of impact on the children’s 
culture and lives.  

When Portlife talk about the project 
they are careful to promote respect 
for the children’s privacy. They also 
stand with Government and NGO 
organisations across the world 

in the fight against orphanage 
tourism. 

In addition to this, Portlife, in 
conjunction with Portside Christian 
College, are partnering with the Beulah 
Preschool in Mandalay as they provide 
care for preschoolers.  

Portlife assists this preschool through 
providing teaching resources, rent 
assistance and teacher training and 
support.

Many Buddhist children attend the 
preschool. The openly Christian staff 
and teachers also attend the Faith 
Bible Church. 

The teachers present songs and 
activities that bring Jesus’ truth and 
life to the children and their families.

The Myanmar Project is excited 
to announce that work has now 
commenced on a second building on 
the Life House blocks - a children’s 
home for disadvantaged girls.  

Best practice internationally 
requires that children always remain 
connected to their families of origin, 
so Portlife will be undertaking a 
boarding house model of care when 
the home is operational. Portlife look 
forward to the completion of this new 
building around the end of 2020.

In 2020 Portlife will be working 
alongside Kingston City Church 
in Melbourne to undertake an 
international kids camp. 

Faith Bible Church, together with other 
local church leaders in Mandalay, are 
wanting Portlife to bring Australian 
teaching techniques, new kids 
ministry ideas and resources to 
empower their local leaders.  

Portlife are outworking the vision 
in Mandalay of 400 children, 15-20 
Australian leaders, many Burmese 
leaders and an amazing opportunity 
to reach children and their families 
with the gospel across five days.

“PORTLIFE CHURCH 
ARE BRINGING LIFE TO 
MYANMAR THROUGH THEIR 
DESIRE TO SEE CHILDREN 
REACH THEIR FULL 
POTENTIAL.”
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CRC CHURCHES 
MINISTERING IN 
CAMBODIA

Urban Life, Ringwood

In the book of Jeremiah we find the 
People of God in a foreign land, with 
unfamiliar customs and rituals, and 
strange smells and food. When unsure 
what to do God called them to “seek 
the wellbeing of the city, because if it 
prospers, you prosper.” 

In seeking the wellbeing of this 
city, the 2h Project discovered that 
90,000 Cambodians live with cataract 
blindness, meaning that they cannot 
work and someone else has to 
support them, reducing an already 
meagre income down to nothing. 
This past year alone, 2h performed 
6,500 surgeries, which equates to 45% 
of all cataract surgeries conducted 
throughout Cambodia! 

When further seeking the prosperity 
of the city, the 2h Project discovered 
that Cambodia has one of the worst 
material mortality rates in the world. 
When a woman goes into labor she 
has a ‘Goodbye Ceremony’ because 
the likelihood of her death in childbirth 
is so high. Over 20,000 women die 
giving birth each year and more than 
a million suffer injury or permanent 
disability. So far, 2h have assisted 
in over one million births through 
maternal outreach. They believe “no 
woman should die giving life”.

It is Urban Life’s privilege to partner 
with this amazing mission work of 
love and care, healing and life, and 
introducing people to the Kingdom!  

Having been involved from the 
beginning, it is an honour to obey 
God’s call, and to share this mission 
with those in our community to make 
a life changing difference! 

Christian Family Centre, Murray Bridge

Christian Family Centre in Murray 
Bridge is working with organisations 
to help people with housing, education 
and to find freedom from the bondage 
of the sex industry.

South Eastern Christian Centre, 
Endeavour Hills

South Eastern Christian Centre (SECC) 
in Endeavour Hills is involved in both 
humanitarian relief and evangelism/
spiritual leadership development. The 
humanitarian relief has largely been 
led by Pr Kevin Clark and has primarily 
been involved in supplying rice for 
the old widows, water solutions, 
including water filters, and wells to 
ensure people living in rural areas 
have an adequate supply of clean 
water. Pr Kevin has also coordinated 
with other organisations for people 
to have cataract and other medical 
procedures performed.

The spiritual leadership development 
is supported by Pr Mike and Lois 
Cronin, Pr Kevin and Pr Rebecca 
Hartskeerl a missionary from SECC. 
They have primarily worked with Pr 
Sem Sophal in Maung Russey, training 
young leaders, English language 
school, and village outreaches. They 
have also been working with Pr Sina

Oun, our CRC Leader in Cambodia, 
who is doing an outstanding job 
of evangelism and church planting 
in rural areas. People are led to 
Christ every week, very often after 
experiencing a healing miracle or 
deliverance, with regular follow up a 
church is planted in the village, and 
leadership raised up from the village. 
Leaders are regularly supported by 
a senior team (Evangelist Team), 
and gather together every Friday 
for leadership training – Biblical 
understanding and ministry skills.

Weddings and funerals are very 
important events in Cambodia where 
the Buddhists gather in large numbers 
for big celebrations. They look down 
on Christians who often don’t have 
big events for these. Pr Sina has 
worked with different churches in his 
area to see that Christian weddings 
and funerals are as good an event as 
Buddhist events. They hire a marquee, 
decorations, sound equipment and 
provide a great program of music, 
Khmer dancing, food and celebration. 
Christians are no longer looked down 
on as inferior because the Christian 
celebration is better than others!

The gospel is going forward in 
Cambodia through pastors and 
leaders who are dedicated, self-
sacrificing, passionate to serve Jesus, 
obsessed with the Great Commission 
of Jesus to Go and Go and GO and 
make disciples of Christ. The Word is 
being confirmed by the power of God 
released in healing and deliverance.
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SUNSHINE 
FOUNDATION 
THAILAND
Pr JT Young
Many of us would love it if God showed 
us every step of our way. At times we 
know God just sits back to allow us to 
take action for ourselves, doing the 
obvious, using our God-given intellect, 
watching our next step. It was one of 
these moments when we were called 
upon to help with a 12 year old girl, 
being left alone at home by her own 
mother. The village chief was extremely 
concerned and asked if we were in a 
position to help by taking her in. Were 
we in a position to help? The answer 
was no, as we did not have a home to

house orphans and our mandate was 
always encouraging kinship, where the 
child will continue to be cared for by 
their elderly carer. 

Our provision was mainly helping 
and supporting in keeping the child 
in school. However, we found that 
this girl was left to fend for herself, as 
her mother was out for long periods 
ranging from days to weeks. What do 
you do? We did the obvious, with one of 
our staff members taking her home, and 
has since accepted the role of a foster 
parent. The challenges were enormous 
as you can imagine. We never had a 
foster parent or orphanage policy, nor a 
manual or budget, but we had to make 
sure that every legal element was in 
place to protect Sunshine Foundation 
and the foster parent. 

We couldn’t legally adopt her (Thai Law 
forbids this). We had to get the local

police involved to verify that the mother 
had given permission for the child to be 
placed under Sunshine Foundation’s 
care, protecting us of all Human 
Trafficking issues. This situation was not 
a coincidence as we believe God led 
us to this family.  Further background 
checks revealed that we had met Duen 
and her mother when we first started 
back in 2013.  Duen’s grandmother 
was one of the elderly we led to Christ 
(who has since passed away). We also 
recalled that Duen had a younger step-
sister, a new-born when we first met. 

Below is a recount of one of my recent 
visits:

I entered into their home shortly after 
midday, not more than 10 square meters 
of space with barely nothing and it was 
hot. The temperature outside would 
have been 40 degrees so you can 
imagine the heat inside. 

Duen’s mother happily greeted us. In 
one hand, a bottle of coke, in the other 
a small bottle of cough mixture. As we 
discussed the arrangement moving 
forward for the care of Duen, I asked 
her about the little baby. She excitedly 
showing photos on her phone and then 
pointed to the corner of the room. A 
child, now 5 years old, was lying on the 
floor and her body motionless. “Is she 
ok?”, I asked. “Oh, she loves to sleep”, 
she replied. 

Now it was obvious something wasn’t 
right. Who would sleep through a 
midday heat? I moved over, calling her 
and trying to wake her up but there was

no response. No amount of shaking was 
going to wake her up. It was then out of 
the corner of my eye that I saw a pile of 
at least a dozen empty bottle. This was 
the same bottle of cough mixture that 
Duen’s mother was holding. 

It dawned on me that the little girl was 
being drugged by cough mixture to 
make her sleep, allowing the mother to 
go and do whatever she wanted. Part 
of me knew we had to do something, 
however we were powerless as her 
mum did not see this issue as important 
and she did not want to release the child 
into our care.

Over the years, we have encountered 
many different moments of being 
powerless to help, yet, we know that it is 
God that continues to lead us and bring 
to us the few. In the beginning, it didn’t 
make sense, yet we remind ourselves to 
just be faithful in all that God has for us. 

We are thankful for the church plant in 
Nong Lueang Village (which is growing 
steadily), for all the children that are 
in our program and those attending 
English classes. We are also thankful 
for the many other activities that we are 
engaged in reaching out to the Thai 
people in Isan (North-Eastern Thailand). 
We are also excited in taking the step 
of faith in commencing our building 
project on land that was donated to us a 
few years ago. 

Should you be interested in knowing 
more about what we do, and how 
you can journey with us, email us at 
joongyoung@gmail.com.

Duen when we first met her in 2013 Duen with her foster parent in 2019
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CHURCHES 
MINISTERING  
IN WEST TIMOR

West Timor Mission 

Pr Yongky J. Santoso together with 
his mission team, the Euangelion 
Mission Centre (EMC) Church from 
Sydney, regularly visit multiple Asian 
countries. These nations include the 
United Arab Emirates, India, Nepal and 
Indonesia. 

The top pictures to the left displays 
part of EMC’s mission activities in 
some remote villages in West Timor. 
The team are shown with a group 
of people from a village. They are in 
the process of distributing food and 
clothes to the needy. During their 
travels to West Timor, members of 
EMC Church have also helped build 
churches in some villages.

West Timor is a part of the Nusa 
Tenggara Timur (NTT) province in 
Indonesia. NTT and West Papua are 
the only two provinces, out of the 
thirty-four provinces in Indonesia, that 
are mostly dominated by Christians.
NTT and West Papua are also the two 
poorest provinces in the country. 

The picture of the church building 
that is nearly finished reminds us of a 
miracle of God to the believers in that 
village. The name of that village is Oof. 
We had to cross three rivers to reach 
the village. Several years ago when 
the EMC team visited that village it 
was a long dry season. Many people 
were starving and suffering. There 
was no water and no rain for eleven 
months. There was also nothing for 
them to eat. 

During this time, we asked the 
villagers to pray in a united prayer and 
ask God to send the rain. Suddenly, 
around 30 minutes later, the miracle 
happened! God answered our prayer. 
God released a heavy rain. For five 
days and five nights the rain did not 
stop. The people were so happy. The 
rain did not only fall on the village of 
Oof, but also on the entire town.

New Life Mission 

Since 2015, Francesca Liu’s Nova Life 
Church, along with Sydney Covenant 
Church and Sydney Senal Church, 
gathered to form the New Life Mission 
team. The objective of the team was 
to help remote villages in West Timor, 
near Soe located five hours from 
Kupang airport.

We have made teams to focus on 
various ministries - a kids’ ministry 
team, a women’s ministry team, a 
medical ministry team and a worship 
team for the nighttime service. 

We have also executed a water 
project. Through this we built 
underground water tanks for each 
household. This is an important 
project because many children were 
unable to attend school due to the fact 
that they had to spend most of their 
day time carrying water from the river 
five kilometres down the mountain.

While we were driving, we saw a 
half-finished building. We stopped  
and asked the villagers what had 
happened. We found out that the site

was for a church they had been trying 
to build for last 18 years. However, 
they were short on resources and 
could not complete it. Yet they never 
ceased praying for Godly intervention. 
We felt that the event of meeting 
and hearing these stories was an 
intervention from God. We promised 
to supply materials for the completion 
of each stage of the building. When 
we revisited the site the following 
year, the place was completed and is 
currently being used as Oebaki Local 
Church.

When we were at the Oebaki Local 
Church for a night conference, all 
of our team members came out 
and prayed for every congregation 
member. I remember one lady 
shouting out “I can see”. We were all 
surprised and asked the interpreters 
what was happening. The villagers 
told us that the lady was blind. I 
waved two fingers in front of her 
and the interpreter asked her how 
many fingers I was holding up. She 
of course said two. She cried and 
glorified God. There were so many 
miracles and blessings that night. 

The city, Soe, was famous for great 
revival 50 years ago. God used us 
to refuel their burning hearts. The 
mission trip was a life-changing 
experience for all of us. We will 
continually attempt reaching out to 
new regions. Our next regions will be 
the Philippines and the Middle East. 

All the glory to our Lord Jesus Christ.



CRC MISSIONS UPCOMING EVENTS

The focus of our National Missions Day offering for 2019 will be 
on the International Student Sponsorship Program (ISSP).

Key prayer points will be distributed to each church and will 
be available at http://crcmissions.international

THURSDAY 25 JULY
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AND FASTING

SUNDAY 28 JULY
NATIONAL MISSIONS DAY


