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Welcome to our fourth and final edition 
of Pulse Magazine for 2018.

It has been a great year for Pulse 
Magazine. Throughout the year we 
have focused on short-term missions 
trips, children’s ministries throughout 
the nations, and different forms of 
training in our various CRC fields.

For our December edition we have 
included a range of profiles from most 
of the national leaders of our well 
established CRC fields.

I really enjoyed reading through these 
profiles and discovering more about 
some of our key leaders. It is nice to 
read of the pastors’ backgrounds and 
the interesting things they have been 
involved in so far in their lives. Most 
importantly, it is great to hear of their 
willingness to serve God in whatever 
journey He has for them.

I encourage everyone to read through 
each profile carefully and I hope you 
enjoy them as much as I have.

Thank you to everyone for your support 
for Pulse Magazine. I would like to pass 
a special thank you to everyone who 
has written articles for the magazine 
this year - your efforts are very much 
appreciated!

Lastly, I would like to wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!

FROM THE EDITOR

Pr Mike Cronin

Australian Missions Director  
CRC Churches International

Address: PO Box 198 Endeavour Hills 
Victoria 3802 Australia

Email: info@crcmissions.org 

Phone: +61 3 9700 2314

Printed copies of Pulse are available via 
the CRC missions office at $1.20 each 
plus postage.

CONTACT US

FROM THE 
AUSTRALIAN 
MISSIONS 
DIRECTOR
Pr Mike Cronin

As you read the stories of the leaders of 
our well established CRC fields, in this 
issue of Pulse, it is very clear that God 
calls and enables people from many 
different backgrounds to be powerful in 
His kingdom. Your background does not 
exclude you from being great in God’s 
kingdom. You are a new creation in 
Christ Jesus, enabled by the Holy Spirit, 
for all His calling on your life.

This year we introduced a new initiative 
in July of a National Missions Sunday. 
This will be an annual international event

We also received an offering for CRC 
Missions. This year it was for Children’s 
Ministry in the Nations. So far we have 
received $7,098.72. This will be used for 
Children’s Ministry in the Philippines.

At the end of each year I like to reflect 
on the calling of God on my life so I can 
launch into the new year with a clear 
and fresh sense of God’s purpose for 
this stage of my life. Recently I have 
been reflecting on Philippians 3:7-14, 
which was very instrumental in shaping 
my life after I was baptised in the Holy 
Spirit in 1965. “Forgetting what is 
behind….I press on” As we move forward 
in global missions in 2019 I encourage 
all of us to embrace these great words 
of Paul to the Philippian Christians.

May the Christ of Christmas abundantly 
enrich and bless you at this Christmas 
season and throughout 2019. 
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SOLOMON ISLANDS

PR JIMMY VASULA
I come from Santa Isabel Province, one 
of the nine provinces of the Solomon 
Islands. I was raised in a family of 12 – 
ten boys and two girls. 

I come from an Anglican background 
before joining the family of CRC in 
1989.

I attended primary school at the village 
primary school and then moved to the 
capital of the Solomon Islands, Honiara, 
to attend secondary school. I remained 
in high school from forms one through 
to five. 

After turning down a scholarship, I 
went straight on to seek employment

with the Government in the Finance 
Ministry. I later applied to work in 
various accounting and audit firms in 
Honiara.

I got married on the 17th of July, 1982 
to my wife Mary Vasula. We have 
three boys. Two of our sons, Carl Jr 
and Evan, were born in the Solomon 
Islands. Both of them are married and 
we have two grandchildren. Our last 
born son, Charis, was born in Papua 
New Guinea (PNG).

Prior to my going over to Bethel Bible 
College in PNG with my family, I was 
working in the Development Bank 
of the Solomon Islands. I left the 
Development Bank in 1995 to attend 
Bethel Bible College.

Whilst I was attending Bible College 
I was asked to be part of the Bethel 
ministry team and eventually part of 
the pastoral team. I worked in Bethel’s 
finance department until I came back 
to the Solomon Islands at the end of 
2013.

I am currently serving as the lead pastor 
at CRC Gateway Church in Honiara. I 
am also the chairman of the CRC work 
in the Solomon Islands.

My number one piece of advice to 
young emerging leaders is this: Love 
what you are doing for the sake of 
Christ. It is not man you are serving. You 
are serving the King of Kings and the 
Lord of Lords.

VANUATU

PR REMY ADAMS
I grew up with my three uncles and 
their families during my childhood. 
When I was born, my mother left me 
in the village because she had an 
accusation opposing her not to marry 
my father. She left the village and 
moved to settle in Port Vila, the capital 
of Vanuatu. 

My mother had three more children, 
two boys and one girl. She did not get 
married so I did not have the chance 
to experience the intimacy or close 
relationship between father and son.

In 1970 I started my education in a 
French school in the neighbouring 
village. I then passed to a French

secondary school in Port Vila to 
continue my education. After I 
finished my education, I worked as an 
accountant and salesman in a French 
company in Port Vila for 20 years.

I met my beautiful wife Loreen who 
works as a nurse. We got married and 
now have four children. We have three 
sons, Alexander, Alfred and Chris, along 
with one daughter, Alanna.

Our Christian background was 
Presbyterian, but in 1996 my wife and 
I gave our lives to God and we started 
our journey assisting in starting the 
work of the CRC in Vanuatu. In 2004 I 
was ordained as an associate pastor. 

In 2008 our Senior Pastor made his 
decision to move out from the CRC 
to start his own ministry. During the 
same year I had resigned from my job 
because I had a strong feeling in my 
heart for God’s calling. I had discussed 
it with my wife and we decided to 
remain in the CRC church.

On the 24th of February, 2008 we 
started a CRC church called Port Vila 
Christian Centre. We hold our church 
programs on the veranda of our home. 

My advice to young leaders is this: 
Build your close relationship with Jesus 
and serve Him faithfully with the gifts, 
abilities and talents He gave to you 
and you’ll be amazed to see how God 
will take you to a place that you never 
dreamt of.
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FIJI

PR ALIPATE 
YAGOMATE
I was born in Savusavu on the Island of 
Vanua Levu in Fiji on the 24th of August, 
1955. I have four brothers and one 
sister. I attended many schools in my 
schooling years. 

My dad was a school teacher who 
went on to work for the Agriculture 
Department before he retired. 

My mum was a stay at home mum and 
she did all that she could to keep the 
family going. 

Life was not easy growing up as we 
had to walk for two miles to attend 
school.  We sold roti wraps and bread

fruit to contribute to the family finances. 

In 1966 there was an AOG crusade 
held in the village and I gave my heart 
to the Lord but after that I went back to 
the world for 11 years. 

After high school I worked for the 
Regent Hotel, now called the Denarau 
Resort, and then I moved on to work for 
the Public Works Department. 

I was then called back to the village to 
help with a housing scheme which led 
me to New Zealand (NZ) as a seasonal 
worker. 

I met my wife in Savusavu and we got 
married on the 13th of September 1982. 
We later had our first child, a daughter. 
Our second daughter was 

born in 1985.  

In 1987 before our last child, a son, was 
born we had a team from CRC NZ that 
came and that’s when I recommitted 
my life back to God. 

After I recommitted my life to God we 
travelled to Papua New Guinea (PNG) 
as a family for Bible School. After my 
time at Bible School, God called us 
back to Fiji to serve. 

Upon returning from PNG we have 
been through good and bad times but 
God has brought people alongside us 
to help with the work.

CRC Fiji has grown to seven church 
sites, along with outreaches in Nadi 
and Tavua.

CRC Fiji also has eight preschools 
which started in 1994 and have 
graduated more than 2000 children 
using a Christian curriculum. 

I would like to thank everyone that 
has helped the CRC work in Fiji get to 
where it is today. 

Thank you for all of your prayers, to 
those that have spent time and money 
in coming to Fiji, and those that have 
given towards the work.

Thank you everybody for investing into 
the Kingdom of God. 

On behalf of all our leaders and staff of 
CRC Fiji and my family, I would like to 
wish you all a blessed Merry Christmas 
and a prosperous New Year in 2019.
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PHILIPPINES

PR ALLAN 
MANZANILLA
Pr Allan was born in 1964 in the 
province of Albay, Philippines. He came 
from a religious Spanish-blood family 
background which was involved in 
occultism and Eastern religion practices. 
As a young boy he had many questions 
about the existence and reality of God. 

As the firstborn of six children, Pr Allan 
worked hard from primary to secondary 
school to pursue his dream of becoming 
a pilot. At 16 years of age he began an 
engineering course at the Philippine 
Aeronautical Training School in Manila. 

In the early 1980s he went back to his 
province for a break. At that time revival 
took place in his province. In February 
1984 he heard the Gospel from a 17 
year old boy for the first time. He was 
then saved, delivered and baptised in 
the Holy Spirit. He also joined a youth 
ministry of a local Pentecostal church. 
He realised that God had a better plan 
for him so he responded to God’s call.

Pr Allan went on to complete a year 
of intensive discipleship training. 
From 1985 to 1987 he completed his 
Cross-Cultural Leadership Training, 
Humanities and Administration in 
Manila. During this time, Pr Allan 
continued to travel to his region where 
he participated in church planting, 
open-air crusades and discipleship 
training among university students.

In 1989 he met Pr Barry Silverback at 
a Leaders Conference. After meeting 
Pr Barry, Pr Allan went to Papua New 
Guinea (PNG) to complete a Diploma of 
Ministry at Bethel Bible College.

After Bible School he went back to 
the Philippines and assisted Pr Barry 
in starting the CRC work there. They 
began Philippines School of Ministry 
(PSOM), and a Leadership Training 
School with Pr Mike Cronin and other 
senior ministers from Australia and 
missionaries from PNG.Teams were 
regularly sent to work alongside them 
when these schools began.

In 1992 Pr Allan married Cleofe. Cleofe 
resigned from her work in the field of 
Banking and Finance to spearhead the 
fivefold children ministry humanitarian 
program. They have two daughters, 
Phebe and Pinky. Phebe is married to 
Jimbob and they have one daughter. 
Their family is currently based in central 
Philippines where they lead the work, 
mentoring leaders, training workers, 
planting churches and spreading the 
Gospel in various ways.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

PR BARNABAS 
TABARA
I was born in 1961. My wife Rose is from 
the Solomon Islands. We have three 
children, Amy, Hudson and Hannah. 
Amy is married with a newborn son. 

I completed my education from primary 
school through to year 12. From 1974 
until the late 1970s, revival broke out in 
the Oro Province. My dad was under the 
influence of liquor when he was first led 
to the Lord. When he was sober the next 
day he started evening fellowships by 
himself in the house, at first preaching to 
nobody. This led to a revival with stories 
of healing, miracles and salvation. This 
occurred in the midst of severe religious 
persecutions, which almost cost lives. 

I received God on the 24th of December, 
1980. For the first time in my life I heard a 
simple gospel message from Evangelist 
Thomas Tamanabae: ‘He who believes 
and is baptised will be saved; but he who 
does not believe will be condemned.’ 
(Mark 16:16). I was baptised in water on 
the 25th of December, 1980.

I began serving the Lord with my dad, 
who by that time was an ordained CRC 
pastor, under Papa Barry Silverback. I felt 
the call of God and quit studying at the 
University of Technology. In 1983/84 I 
attended Bethel Bible College. 

After Bible College, with guidance from 
Papa Barry and his team of pastors, such 
as Papa Fuwe, late pastor Kila Wari and 
Papa Peter Igarobae, I continued on in 
the ministry. In 1986 I joined the Bethel 
Ministry Team. I was sent to teach at 
Vision Bible school in 1986. In 1987/88 
I served under Papa Fuwe and Rhoda 
Hageyo on Manus Island. From 1989 
to 1995 I was the training co-ordinator 
at Bethel, working under Papa Barry. In 
1995 I moved to Mount Hagen in the 
heart of the highlands with my family 
where I remain to this day.

I was elected as the vice chairman of 
the CRC in PNG, working under the 
leadership of Papa Fuwe. Papa Fuwe 
was our chairman for 18 years before I 
was elected as chairman this year 2018.

I now oversee the work of the CRC in 
PNG and am blessed to be surrounded 
by great leaders in our movement. 
Together I believe we will overcome the 
challenges ahead of us and take the 
CRC in PNG to the next level. 

My encouragement to upcoming 
leaders is this: Imitate our Lord Jesus 
Christ, love him and serve him. Do not 
lose sight of the Lord. Look unto Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith. 
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SRI LANKA

PR ERNEST 
SOMANATHAN
I was born in a village called 
Valaichenai, which is located in the 
Eastern Province of Sri Lanka. 

When I was growing up, my family 
consisted of my mother, my father and 
my 12 siblings. 

My father was the principal of a 
school and he was also an Ayurvedic 
Medical Practitioner. My mother was a 
housewife.

Both my mother and my father were 
born into Hindu families. However, they 
both became Anglicans later on in their 
lives.

Since my father was the breadwinner of 
the family, we were doing well up until 
he passed away when I was 10 years 
old. 

At 16 years of age, I completed my 
ordinary level examinations and was 
awaiting results to enrol in the next 
stage of my higher studies. However, 
due to the financial crisis in my family 
since my father passed away, I had to 
choose to work rather than pursuing 
my higher studies. 

Ever since my father passed away, life 
became very challenging. The thought 
of having to live without my father’s 
existence and love haunted me each 
day and led me to attempt suicide three 
times.

has been a great support to me and the 
ministries I have been involved in until 
this very day. 

God has blessed us with three children, 
Joanna, Nathanael and Rebekah, 
who love the Lord and have been a 
great support in the ministry. Joanna is 
married and I have one granddaughter.

I am currently residing in Sri Lanka and 
my role is leading the CRC ministry in 
Sri Lanka. This includes the children’s 
home, training local leaders, church 
planting and more. 

One piece of advice that I would give 
to young leaders and people entering 
into leadership roles in their ministry 
and church is this: Live by faith and not 
by sight.

It was during that time that a servant 
of God from the Northern Province of 
Sri Lanka shared of Jesus’ love and 
sacrifice with me. This paved the way 
for me to accept Jesus as my personal 
Saviour. 

This pastor also gave me the 
opportunity to study at his Bible 
College, Siloam Evangelical, for the 
next three and a half years. At the end 
of the course I graduated and was 
ordained as a pastor. 

As a young man I was involved in 
ministries such as, evangelising and 
pioneering churches, during and after 
my time at the Bible School. 

Fast forward a few years, in 1987 I 
married my beautiful wife Patricia who
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NEW ZEALAND

PR DAVID WALLACE
Kia ora – my name is Pr Dave Wallace 
from Christchurch, New Zealand (NZ). 
I am the new National Leader of CRC 
NZ, taking over from Pr Mark Tobias this 
year. 

I have been a Christian since I was 
seven years old after being led to Jesus 
by my school teacher. Even in the 
1970s teachers were not meant to do 
that in class time but I am glad she did!

In 1985 in a midweek meeting when 
Pr Barry Silverback was visiting 
Christchurch, I was baptised in the Holy 
Spirit – and life changed! 

My wife’s name is Narelle and we have 
four daughters – all of whom are

incredibly special. This year Narelle 
and I celebrated 25 years of marriage. I 
hope we will go for at least another 25 
years. 

Our church in Christchurch, City East 
Church, is in a new season – having 
been through some significant 
changes in the past few years due to a 
big earthquake. 

We are in a low socioeconomic area 
with some very high need families 
close by. We are developing great 
outreach ministries into the community. 
In the next few years looking forward, 
I can see some very fruitful times, not 
only for my church, but also for CRC NZ 
as well. 

We currently have nine churches. 
We have a big heart to grow healthy 
pastors and leaders, healthy life giving 
churches, planting and birthing new 
ones and of course impacting the 
nations. 

Our DNA is missions – in our homes, 
across the street and around the world.

If there was one piece of advice I would 
give to a young (millennial) ministry 
just starting out it would be to go and 
find a successful retired pastor, buy 
him or her a coffee and ask them many 
questions. 

My advice to an older minister like 
myself is to find a young millennial, 
buy them a coffee and ask many many 
questions! 

AUSTRALIA

PR BILL VASILAKIS
Pr Bill Vasilakis came to Christ in 1971 
through the ministry of Pr Leo Harris. He 
became involved in a ‘Book of Acts’ type 
ministry in high schools and university 
that impacted the lives of thousands. He 
married his Cathy in 1978. They have 
four children and six grandchildren.

Pr Bill graduated with two degrees and 
diplomas from Flinders University and 
Crusade Bible College between 1973 
and 1976. He also served in various 
ministry and leadership roles under Pr 
Leo Harris at Adelaide Christian Centre.  

Since 1978, Pr Bill has been the Senior 
Minister of the Christian Family Centre in 
Adelaide, which has grown into a large

and influential local church. Through this 
strong and fruitful apostolic base many 
daughter churches and outreaches 
have been established that minister to 
thousands of people. 

Pr Bill’s passion is world evangelism 
through proclaiming the good news of 
Jesus, church planting, ministry training 
and equipping, empowering and 
releasing Christian leaders and ministers 
to fulfil their God-given potential. 

Pr Bill has been leading CRC Churches 
International in South Australia between 
1988–1997, and in Australia since 2002. 
He also serves on various leadership 
boards in Australia and overseas. 

Pr Bill travels each year to CRC churches 
in Papua New Guinea. He also travels 
to Ghana and Greece. Doors are finally 
opening in Greece after 40 years of 
prayer. In Africa, he is a board member at 
Bishop Dag Heward-Mill’s Healing Jesus 
Campaign, a significant evangelistic 
ministry with over 10 million decisions 
for Christ registered. Pr Bill endeavours 
to choose another CRC nation to sow 
into each year on top of his usual trips, 
such as Sri Lanka in 2017, Philippines 
in 2018 and hopefully Vanuatu and/or 
Solomon Islands in 2019. 

Pr Bill’s advice for young leaders looking 
to sow into missions is to be led by the 
Holy Spirit to adopt a nation or people 
group and to sow themselves into it 
by their prayers, giving and going for 
several weeks each year. 
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UPDATES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

UPDATE FROM THE 
HUGHES FAMILY
Pr Warwick Hughes

Greetings in Jesus from all of us here in 
Walhalla, South Carolina, United States 
of America (USA).

November started with three of us 
adults and a few of our Junior children 
from Faith Center School attending a 
Junior Convention in a place called 
Valdosta, five hours drive from where 
we are in South Carolina. At the 
convention the children competed with 
children from other Christian schools 
in singing, drama, storytelling, playing 
piano, art, shotput, kicking soccer balls, 
shooting targets with bows and arrows, 

chess, and draughts, along with other 
activities.                                                                

All our children that competed won an 
award or got a prize which was really 
cool and encouraging for them.

As a family we are doing well by the 
Grace of God.

Young Warwick has learnt how to use 
an air blower to blow fallen leaves into 
a pile to clear the drive and pathways 
of leaves. Omega and Jethro have also 
learnt how to use it. Jethro also had his 
very first slow drive of the tractor we 
have here.

Omega and I, along with Pr Kaye and 
Brother Shannon, are encouraging 
the congregation in their faith and 
we continue to see people receiving 
healing and Jesus helping different 
people in situations and circumstances 
they find themselves in.

As a family we especially enjoyed 
Thanksgiving day in the USA. We 
were invited to be with one of our 
congregation families. Wow! Awesome 
meal and great fellowship. We also 
attended a combined Thanksgiving 
meal at the Full Gospel Church where 
one of our congregation members 
preached. It was followed by another 
great meal and fellowship.

We pray that you will have a safe 
and happy time celebrating and 
remembering Jesus’ birthday and a 
blessed and exciting start to 2019.

WALLY AND LEONA 
GRANT UPDATE
Leona Grant

Time goes extremely fast. Wally and I 
have been in Papua New Guinea (PNG) 
now for just over one and a half years. 
There have been some lows, but lots of 
highs during this time. God is always so 
faithful and we are being stretched in 
new ways constantly.

But that does not mean we don’t miss 
home, our families and friends. We do, 
a lot. We think of people constantly 
and wonder what it would be like for us 
now to be home. 

But we know that, for now at least,

home is not where we are meant to be. 
We are exactly where we are meant 
to be, and sometimes that can be 
extremely painful knowing we can’t just 
pop over to see family and friends.

God gives us the grace to keep 
pressing on, especially when things get 
hard. We have to choose every day to 
keep seeking His will for our lives.

In November we held our student 
graduations for 2018. We had four 
classes of students graduate. Bible 
College second year students, Frontier 
Evangelism Institute students, Night 
Bible School and Bethel Women’s 
School of Ministry. 

Within our midst here at Bethel 
Christian Centre there are many 
amazing people. The sacrifices of many 
of them simply to be here is incredible. 
Both students and staff have many 
amazing testimonies and stories of 
what God has done and is doing in 
their lives.

We would like to thank all our family 
and friends. Our time here would not be 
possible without your friendship and 
support. Thank you for the emails, text 
messages and the occasional phone 
calls. It’s great to hear from you no 
matter how you contact us.

We want to wish family and friends a 
very happy Christmas. We pray you 
have a safe and joyful time as we 
celebrate the birth of our King.



CHRISTMAS IN CAMBODIA
Being a Buddhist nation - approximately 95% of people are Buddhist - little 

is known about the true meaning of Christmas in Cambodia.

In the main cities the commercial celebration is popular. There are 
also remnants of celebrating Christmas from the earlier French rule in 

Cambodia. 

Pr Rebecca Hartskeel (missionary to Cambodia from South Eastern 
Christian Centre) is working with Pr Sina Ourn in Kampong Chhnang and 

surrounding areas. 

They are now celebrating Christmas and giving widespread testimony 
to the birth of Jesus Christ the Saviour of all mankind in a very attractive 

Cambodian style.


