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The focus of our second edition 
of Pulse Magazine for 2018 is on 
children’s ministries accross the 
nations.

I encourage everyone to take the 
time to read each of the articles 
featured within this issue of Pulse. 
It is great for all of us to be familiar 
with what the CRC is doing around 
the world in terms of children’s 
ministry. 

I have travelled to a few of the 
nations within this edition and have 
seen a number of these ministries 
in action. I continue to be inspired 
by the great effort many people 
throughout the nations are putting 
into children.

Psalm 27:3 says: Behold, children 
are a gift of the Lord, The fruit of the 
womb is a reward.

This is so true! Children are a gift 
from God. As we invest in our 
children and win more young souls 
for Christ, great things will happen!

I am looking forward to our National 
Missions Day in July where we have 
the opportunity to discover more 
about, and display our support for, 
multiple children’s ministries that 
the CRC is involved in. 

FROM THE EDITOR

Ps Mike Cronin

Australian Missions Director CRC 
Churches International

Address: PO Box 198 Endeavour 
Hills Victoria 3802 Australia 
Email: info@crcmissions.org  
Phone: +61 3 9700 2314

Printed copies of Pulse are available 
via the CRC missions office at $1.20 
each plus postage.

CONTACT US

FROM THE 
AUSTRALIAN 
MISSIONS 
DIRECTOR
Ps Mike Cronin

As church leaders, adults and 
parents we have the great 
responsibility of remembering the 
Word of God and the things God 
has continued to do in our lives 
and around us, and to teach them 
to our children (Deut 4:9). Our 
ongoing success and prosperity is 
dependent on teaching these things 
to our children (Deut 11:19-21).

People wishing to undermine our 
Christian heritage and values are 
systematically targeting our children

with totally non-biblical values and 
concepts. It is our privilege and 
responsibility to train and equip our 
children to be able to stand strong in 
the face of opposition and show the 
reality and life transforming power of 
Jesus Christ.

Children don’t need to just be 
entertained. In fact, children can 
minister the power of God to see the 
sick healed, prayer answered and 
be a mighty missionary force for the 
Kingdom of God.

We share in this issue of Pulse some 
of the great ministries that are going 
on with children in CRC churches in 
various nations.

At the end of July we have a National 
Missions Sunday to be celebrated in 
each church close to that date. This 
year we are focusing on ‘Children’s 
Ministry in the Nations’ (see back 
page). On the CRC Missions Website 
there will be video clips of children’s 
ministry in four nations and a 
special booklet will be available for 
download from the website with 
information on children’s ministry in 
15 nations.

Link to the CRC Missions website: 
http://crcmissions.international

We look forward to many reports of 
new break throughs in children’s 
ministry around the world.
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VANUATU

VANUATU 
PRESCHOOL
Ps Remy Adams

Greetings to everybody from 
Vanuatu!

In 2015 I attended the CRC 
International Conference in 
Melbourne. One morning I was 
praying in one of the parks close 
to Ps Mike Cronin’s house. During 
this time I heard God speak clearly 
to my heart encouraging me start a 
preschool in our nation.

Following this time I called my wife 
who was back in Vanuatu to tell her

what was on my heart. When 
I returned home I also had a 
discussion with our church leaders to 
inform them about it.

On February 23, 2016 we started 
our first preschool class with 18 
students and two teachers. Our 
students ranged from 3-5 years of 
age and they came from different 
denominational backgrounds.

At the end of 2016 our older students 
graduated from preschool. All  of 
them had turned 6 throughout the 
year and were ready to begin year 
one in 2017. 

We are grateful and thankful for our 
senior pastor from Fiji Ps Alipate

Yagomate. He has supported us by 
offering us the preschool curriculum 
they use in their preschool ministry. 
Ps Alipate has also supported us by 
providing one month of preschool 
teacher training for our senior 
teacher, Anitha Adam, last year in Fiji.

We use the veranda of our home to 
run our preschool classes. Classes 
are held in the morning from 8am 
to 11:30am. This year we have 24 
students and three teachers - Anitha 
Adam, Livana Abel and Cecil Pascal.

We provide a daycare and a feeding 
program to our preschool students.  
Daycare is provided after preschool 
hours for children with working

parents. After parents finish work 
they collect their children by 5pm. 
The feeding program includes lunch 
and dinner and is available for these 
students that stay on later. 

In addition to this, every year we run 
one week of training in letter and 
sound for preschool teachers from 
government and private preschools. 
This training is run with the support 
of Goolwa church in South Australia 
and with the help of Bernice and 
Garry Fraser.

Our vision is to build our preschool 
from preschool to a secondary 
school. I would like to thank you for 
all of your prayers and support. 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA

ALWAYS  
REMEMBER KIDS 
MINISTRY
Debbie Kenneth

Our Always Remember Kids (ARK) 
ministry started in 1999. The 
purpose of this ministry is to reach 
our neighbourhood children for 
Christ. Many of these children are 
unchurched.

During our ministry time we sing, 
tell bible stories, and read and 
memorise bible verses. After we tell 
our bible stories we ask the children 
questions about the story and if they

get the answers right we give 
them a reward. Before we send 
the children home we give them 
something to eat and drink. After 
this we close with a word of prayer. 

We have seen many lives changed 
through ARK ministry. People have 
been healed and delivered from the 
bondage of sin. It is not just children 
that experience this, the adults 
experience all of this too. In addition 
to these benefits, we have also seen 
less rascalism in the streets. 

Some of the children and adults 
who are involved in our ARK 
ministry have made commitments 
to come to church .

EARLY LEARNING 
MOBILE SCHOOL
Sue Withers

The Early Learning Mobile School 
(ELMS) commenced in July 2014 in 
response to the need for education 
for children living in settlements 
around Port Moresby. 

We use a truck that converts into 
a classroom. The ELMS program 
involves our team teaching four to 
seven year old children how to read 
and write, using a planned phonics 
program. These children are given a 
foundation in God’s Word that can

be applied in their lives. We use 
creative teaching approaches, songs, 
games and fun activities in order to 
share God’s love. 

Children’s lives are changed through 
this program. Some children who are 
now attending school have topped 
their class in academics, leadership 
roles and in their behaviour and 
character.

When the ELMS team first started 
in the Tete settlement, it was very 
unsafe, with many alcohol related 
problems. Last year some mothers 
told us how the settlement has 
become safer. The leaders have shut 
down shops selling alcohol and the 
drunkards get chased out.   

Additionally, ELMS has opened doors 
to share God’s Word in homes. A 
nine year old girl Eunice, a former 
student, was hit by a car. She became 
paralysed with very little hope of 
survival. The ELMS team visited her in 
hospital believing for a miracle. Over 
time she was completely healed. 
Eunice said ‘Jesus healed me’. 
Through this situation we were able 
to start a house fellowship in Eunice’s 
community.

Thank you all for your support and 
prayer. Thank you for partnering with 
us in fulfilling the great commission.  
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FIJI

BETHEL CRUSADE 
PRESCHOOLS
Ritchie Yagomate

In 1989 Ps Alipate Yagomate was in 
PNG with his family in the highlands 
doing his practical for bible school. 
During visitation one day he came 
across a child that was crying and 
rolling on a dusty track. As he walked 
closer the Lord asked ‘what can you 
do to stop this child from crying?’ Ps 
Alipate made a lot of excuses but the 
Lord continued challenging him as 
he walked past the child. 

As he walked the child’s cry echoed 
in his ear. He decided to turn back.

Ps Alipate asked the Lord what he 
should do. The Lord replied ‘what 
do you have in your pocket?’ The 
only money he had was 20 toea. As 
he pulled the money out the child 
stopped crying and smiled. The Lord 
told Ps Alipate that he had met the 
need of a single child but there were 
still millions of crying children out 
there with no one to meet their needs. 

Ps Alipate and his family returned 
to Fiji in 1991 to register the CRC 
work and reach the lost, with a focus 
on reaching Hindus and Muslims. 
Unfortunately during this time there 
was a lot of racial discrimination 
amongst the Indians and Fijians due 
to the Coup in 1987. Ps Alipate faced 
difficulties as a Fijian man trying to 
reach Indians for the Lord. He spent 
many months praying and seeking 
the Lord for direction.

One afternoon in 1994 Ps Alipate and 
his wife Boila were going for a walk. 
The Lord reminded Ps Alipate of the 
child in the highlands and asked 
‘how about starting a school of nine 
for preschoolers?’ He shared what 
the Lord had placed in his heart with 
Boila and she agreed. They registered 
the preschool that same year. Since 
that time God has brought people 
alongside them with the same heart 
for children and the vision to reach 
the lost for the Kingdom.

We have seven Bethel Crusade 
Preschools on the two main islands 
of Fiji (three in Viti Levu and four in 
Vanua Levu), and one on Koro Island. 
Our preschool centres in Viti Levu 
are located in Sigatoka, Suva and 
Lakena. Our preschool centres in 
Vanua Levu are located in Savusavu, 
Nacavanadi, Labasa and Daku.

Since Bethel Crusade Preschools 
began in 1994, we have graduated 
more than two thousand children 
from all of our preschools combined. 
In 2018 we had to close enrolment in 
many of our preschools because we 
have passed our limit. 

In addition to this , Hindu and Muslim 
families are bringing their children 
into our preschools even though 
they know we follow a Christian 
curriculum. Children learn Bible 
verses as rhymes, sing gospel songs 
and make pledges to the Bible. At 
home they quote scriptures when 
their parents ask them to say their 
rhymes. We are beginning to see 
open doors into Hindu and Muslim 
homes and families are coming to 
know Christ as their Lord and Saviour.

Primary schools are asking our 
teachers to tell our preschool parents 
to consider their schools for their 
children’s further education. Many of 
the children who graduated from our

preschools in the past are now police 
officers, nursers, teachers, local 
airlines workers, in university etc. 

On behalf of Bethel Crusade 
Preschools I would like to thank 
everyone that has donated towards 
our preschools, sponsored our 
teachers, provided materials for 
learning, or has visited Fiji for 
voluntary work or to conduct 
workshops for our teachers. Thank 
you for being so faithful and for being 
obedient to God’s voice. 

To the churches that have been with 
us through the tough times - Waurn 
Ponds Community Church, Adelaide 
Christian Centre, Kingston City 
Church, etc. - thank you for all of your 
prayers and support. Ps Mike Groom 
and the team, Dion Beasley and the 
team, Global Development Group, 
Door of Hope International and 
everyone else who provides finances, 
thank you for your donations.

The preschools have come a very 
long way but this is not the end. With 
a new slogan - Better Foundation, 
Brighter Future, Better Nation - 
there are plans in place to take our 
preschool ministry to the next level 
to impact Fiji and other Pacific Island 
nations. If you are ever in Fiji please 
feel free to drop by, give us a call or 
even stay with us!
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SRI LANKA

CHILDREN HOMES 
IN SRI LANKA
Our children homes in Sri Lanka have 
been in operation since 1998 when 
the first home opened with 11 girls. 
Since then two new homes have 
been built to house more girls on the 
same property. A property was also 
purchased in order to build a new 
home for boys.

All of our children have been 
affected in some way by the war 
and civil unrest in Sri Lanka. This has 
resulted in them being displaced, 
physiologically affected and 
discriminated against.

The homes have government 
permission to care for up to 40 
children overall. There are currently 
21 girls in the girls’ home and 13 
boys in the boys’ home.

The age of children generally ranges 
from 5-18 years. The homes maintain 
a family-like environment by ensuring 
a high level of individual care, with a 
ratio of approx. 1:5 carers to children.

Our homes ensure all children 
under their care are sent to primary 
and secondary schools within the 
community, assures all medical and 
healthcare needs are met, provides 
all subsistence needs (i.e. food, 
clothing, shelter, water, sanitation,

recreation etc.), and commits to 
continually support their overall 
physical, emotional, mental and 
intellectual development. 

These homes do not seek to simply 
provide welfare for the children that 
are suggested to us; they seek to 
empower children to be all that they 
can be. 

One of our greatest focuses within 
the children’s homes is ensuring 
that all of the children have access 
to quality education. In addition 
to sending the children to school, 
each home provides computers and 
English classes, and the boys home 
provides agriculture training. 

Our focus on education has 
encouraged our children to acheive 
great results. For example, two of 
the children within our homes have 
recently won national academic 
awards.

In addition to this, our children’s 
homes maintain a high standard 
and are viewed in a positive light by 
local authorities. In recent years local 
authorities have declared our homes 
the most well managed children’s 
homes in the Kalkudah region. 
This region has approximately 25 
children’s homes. As we continue to 
maintain a high standard this has the 
potential to lift the standard of these 
other children’s homes.
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PHILIPPINES

CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRY IN THE 
PHILIPPINES
Ps Allan Manzanilla

CRC children’s ministry began in 
the Philippines over 20 years ago 
when the first CRC church was 
planted in the City of Mandaue 
in Cebu Province. Our children’s 
ministry began with a small number 
of children from squatter settlements 
and has grown significantly 
throughout the Philippines. 
Hundreds of children are now 
ministered to weekly through various 
children’s programs, with children’s 

feeding programs and the School 
Assistance Program (SAP) being our 
two major focus areas.

From Mandaue City the children’s 
work is spread out in more than 
70 locations within the Visaya and 
Davao regions. More than 12,400 
children are ministered to overall 
with a regular focus on 46 locations 
with 4,664 kids (what we can handle 
on weekly basis). These figures do 
not include the additional children’s 
work that takes place in Luzon, Bicol, 
Palawan and Mindanao provinces.

Our children’s feeding programs use 
strict attendance and monitoring 
records and are run for children in

three age groups – 3 to 6 year olds 
(Level 1), 7 to 10 year olds (Level 2) 
and 11 to 14 year olds (Level 3). 

Multiple activities are included within 
the feeding programs – feeding, 
Bible teaching, Gospel preaching, 
prayers for the children and their 
families, prayers for the communities, 
world missions orientation, games, 
memory verses, praise and worship, 
and assignments on the Bible. These 
programs may also go further to 
include children camps, family visits 
and Christmas gift giving.

CRC children’s feeding programs 
differ from other feeding programs 
throughout the Philippines. We do 
not simply seek to provide food to 
children to fill their stomachs on a 
short term basis. We aim to provide 
education on nutrition and to provide 
nutritious meals so the health of 
children and their families may 
improve long term.

SAP provides the basic needs for 
children to attend school. This 
includes basic school fees, school 
supplies and a uniform. This program 
consists of assistance only rather 
than a full sponsorship program. The 
idea is to allow other opportunities 
for the parents and individuals to be 
resourceful and creative – as part of 
Filipino Culture.

SAP is sponsored in three ways - 
through CRC churches in Australia, 
local sponsors (local leadership and 
churches) and individual sponsors. 
In 2018 Australian CRC churches are 
sponsoring 262 children. A further 
315 children are sponsored by local 
and individual sponsors.

The success of children’s ministry is 
strongly dependent on the working 
grace of God within the sphere of 
teamwork. People with the same 
heart and vision working together to 
reach the nation and beyond. 

To establish children’s work in the 
Philippines we need a licensed 
social worker, a nutritionist (for 
the feeding programs), teachers 
and a health officer. We are in the 
process of building a strong team. 
Our current team largely consists 
of children who have come out of 
our children’s ministry. Many of our 
workers went through the feeding 
programs and SAP. All of them have 
identified the call and heart to work 
with children.

On behalf of the Filipino children we 
thank every individual, local church 
and family who have prayed and 
invested in the development and 
future of these children and have 
encouraged others to do the same. 
God bless you all for your generosity. 
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UGANDA

UPWARD JUNIOR 
SCHOOL
John and Jean Leak

The vision for this school began in 
2009 when God revealed to Ps Sula 
His heart for the suffering of many 
deaf children who were denied the 
opportunity of education.

The first step of faith was to purchase 
a suitable portion of land for a school. 
This land was found in Bweyale, a 
rural town, four hours north of the 
capital city of Uganda, Kampala. This 
town has grown significantly and 
continues to develop as a regional 
base.

The second step was to establish 
a successful primary school 
which would then support the 
development of education for 
children with special needs.

Many school buildings have 
now been established and are in 
operation. More buildings continue 
to be added, making room for the 
expanding number of students. In 
2018 the enrolment exceeds five 
hundred students.

In addition to the school buildings, 
two boarding facilities are also 
in use. Each of these facilities 
is equipped with a matron who 
provides loving care. 

Classrooms now extend across 
the large school property, with four 
colourful classrooms cascading 
down the hill toward the small 
wetland in the valley where food 
crops are grown.

A large hall is also under construction 
and is near completion. This hall will 
serve as an Examination Centre for 
the Upward Junior School.

This Examination Centre will be 
available for other schools in the 
district to use. Making this building 
available to other schools will 
generate further funds and will 
contribute to greater self-sufficiency 
in the future!

Max and Jill Sargent, members of 
CRC Morwell and AAI Management 
Committee, visited the school 
and had a great effect. They are 
both experienced teachers. Jill is 
experienced in Early Childhood 
Development and Max in Natural 
Sciences. Their efforts are greatly 
appreciated.

The initial vision revealed to Ps 
Sula to provide education for deaf 
children has now been achieved 
with fully equipped classrooms and 
trained teachers. 

Our first five deaf children have 
now been enrolled to begin in the 
second term of 2018.



CRC CHURCHES INTERNATIONAL

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AND FASTING
THURSDAY 26TH JULY, 2018

Praying for the ministry of our churches in Australia and the nations. 
Key prayer points will be distributed in June.

SUNDAY 29TH JULY, 2018 

The focus this year will be on children’s ministry including feeding 
programs, the School Assistance Program, preschools and 

children’s homes. There will be an opportunity to invest in these 
ministries through an offering. 

NATIONAL MISSIONS DAY


