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Our March edition of Pulse places a 
focus on short-term missions trips. 
I am greatly encouraged by all of 
the articles contained within this 
issue. I am once again reminded of 
the great benefits that come along 
with short-term mission trips. There 
is something so special and life 
changing about stepping outside 
our comfort zones and visiting other 
countries and cultures.

At times we may feel inadequate 
or incapable in acheiving all that 
God would have for us to acheive 
throughout the nations. We may 
feel nervous or unsure of what to 
do and how to act when it comes 
to meeting people who come 
from different backgrounds and 
experiences of life. However, the 
Bible is very clear that reaching 
beyond our own nation and comfort 
zone is very important.

Psalm 96:3 says: Declare His glory 
among the nations, His marvelous 
deeds among all people.

As we venture into new nations and 
as we experience different cultures 
let us continue to remind ourselves 
that no matter how we feel, God can 
use us to further His Kingdom. All 
we need to do is be willing to go. 

FROM THE EDITOR

Ps Mike Cronin

Australian Missions Director CRC 
Churches International

Address: PO Box 198 Endeavour 
Hills Victoria 3802 Australia

Email: info@crcmissions.org 

Phone: +61 3 9700 2314

If you would like a printed copy of 
Pulse, they are available via the CRC 
missions office at $1.20 each plus 
postage.

CONTACT US

FROM THE 
AUSTRALIAN 
MISSIONS 
DIRECTOR
Ps Mike Cronin

In this issue of Pulse we highlight a 
number of recent short-term mission 
trips to various CRC fields.

Well trained and prepared short 
term teams are a potential significant 
resource to our mission fields. Ill 
prepared teams may be more of a 
liability than an asset! The Missions 
Office has some good training 
material to help pastors prepare 
people for an effective mission trip.

Some churches take regular short-
term mission trips. Others may not

be able to organise a trip but have 
some people who would like to go. 
There may be opportunities for these 
people to join teams from other 
churches.

If you are taking a short-term 
missions team overseas and are 
open to having people from another 
church join with you please advise us 
at the Missions Office. If you want to 
go on a mission trip but your church 
is not able to facilitate that at this 
time, provided you have your pastor’s 
endorsement, we may be able to 
link you with a team going overseas. 
Please contact the Missions Office 
regarding your desire.

Short-term missions experience can 
be an opportunity for God to speak 
to you about His calling on your life. 
By stepping outside your normal 
daily routine and into an environment 
where you are focused on receiving 
from God to give to others you may 
find God clarifying or confirming His 
calling on your life.

Pastors, as we teach and practise 
tithing our money, what about tithing 
your time to missions? You could 
take two, two week trips per year. 
As you sow your time outside the 
local church, God will cause life and 
increase to flow within your church. 
This has been my experience for 
over 30 years of active short-term 
missions involvement. 
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INTRODUCTION

SHORT-TERM 
MISSION TRIPS
Ps Mike Cronin

Short-term mission trips are a 
major part of Australian churches 
involvement in global missions.
Australian Pentecostal churches 
are very active in sending short-
term mission teams. This is also a 
huge global phenomena from more 
developed nations.

Some people raise criticism of short-
term mission trips suggesting they 
are more detrimental than helpful. I 
have no doubt that some short-term 
mission trips do no good for those 

who go, or to those visited. 
However, I believe, that if anything, 
this is only a minor concern for CRC 
missions trips. Most, if not all, trips 
of CRC people make a significant 
and positive contribution to the 
churches visited.

How can we ensure short-term 
mission trips are beneficial to all? 

Be an active contributor in 
your local church – you cannot 
authentically give overseas what 
you are not giving at home.   

Prayer – preparing you and preparing 
the way as you go.

Go as a learner with an attitude to

serve and to do what is wanted by 
the local church you are visiting, 
not what you want to do. Always do 
whatever you are asked to do with 
a smile. Do not go to give your set 
program from Australia, but rather 
ask what would be most helpful to 
the places you will visit.

Go to fields where we have built 
strong, ongoing relationships or 
are committed to doing so in the 
future. Always be submissive to, and 
supportive of, the local leadership, 
even if you disagree with them.

Learn about the culture of the 
people you are visiting and accept 
the culture for what it is. No culture 
is perfect, certainly not western 
culture. We are not aiming to 
westernise people, but rather to 
appreciate the unique qualities 
of each culture. Learn from this 
and keep any misgivings you may 
have to yourself. Learn at least a  
few words of the language of the 
people you are visiting.

You will often have to work through 
interpreters and even when English 
is understood remember that it is 
normally a second language for 
your hearers. With this in mind, 
be sure to speak a bit slower, 
pronounce clearly and avoid 
colloquial expressions.

Focus on the assets of the country 
visited, not the needs. In this way we 
help to build up people rather than 
make them dependant on us. 

Limit team size to six - eight people 
so that it does not put undue stress 
on the hosts who have to look after 
you. With a larger team have multiple 
leaders so the team can be split and 
sent to different locations.

Debrief regularly while on the trip and 
in the months after returning home to 
gain the most benefit from what God 
is developing in you through the trips.

Most of our CRC fields welcome 
visiting teams, but remember they are 
busy in ministry so the time for a trip 
must be worked out to be mutually 
convenient. Work through our Field 
Supporters in Australia. Coordinate 
with the national leader of the field 
intended to be visited. You will 
need to supply a list of the people 
intending to go and an outline of their 
capability in ministry.

Pay your way in terms of food, 
accommodation and transport for the 
team members and the local people 
who accompany your team. Do not 
leave them out of pocket after looking 
after you. Be generous!

Go, and be the blessing of Christ to 
the people you visit
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EAST AFRICA

SPLAT YOUTH 
GOES TO EAST 
AFRICA
Sieni Cayzer and Rejoyce Elia

On Monday 26th December 2017 
after a year of planning, preparing 
and practicing, our first Splat Youth 
missions team departed Melbourne 
Airport for Entebbe, Uganda. Ps 
Mike and Ps Jono met us at the 
Entebbe airport before we travelled 
overnight to reach Arua. In Arua, we 
visited the local hospital to pray for 
people, went door knocking and 
we ran a three night crusade in the 
local Primary School. 

We danced and sang with the 
crowds, performed items, preached 
the Word of God and invited people 
to receive Jesus as their Lord and 
Saviour. This first crusade turned out 
to be the biggest, with crowds of up 
to 2000 people. We were amazed! 
We saw God move mightily as we 
prayed for salvation and healing. Our 
hearts enlarged with faith as we saw 
God heal people after years of pain.

After four days in Arua we travelled 
to Ps Mike and Shirley’s house, close 
to Kampala, Uganda. Our days of 
ministry in Kampala varied between 
pastors and youth conferences, 
street evangelism and church 
ministry. One of the highlights of our

time in Uganda was the fellowship 
with our Christian brothers and 
sisters who have a passion and a 
heart for God. They received us 
eagerly with generous hospitality. 
We pray that our time there blessed 
them in their ministries as much as 
our experience grew us.

After Uganda we made our way 
to Tanzania. We stayed briefly in 
Tanzania, just long enough to hold a 
youth conference, a pastors meeting 
and to squeeze in a quick shopping 
trip. Kenya was our next destination. 
We boarded the bus at 5am to make 
an early journey through the border  
with the aim of making it to the 
crusade in time. 

Our time in Kenya was also eventful. 
We met pastors and leaders, went on 
street evangelism trips, ministered to 
schools in the slums of Soweto, and 
preached and performed for church 
events and crusades. We saw over 
80 young people receive salvation 
in Kenya between our time in Njoro 
and Nairobi and saw people healed 
from pain and illnesses. It was an 
experience of a lifetime!

In our three and a half weeks in 
East Africa we learnt much about 
the culture, the people, and most 
importantly from God. It was amazing 
to see and be part of what God was 
doing and we are hopeful to return 
again. Send us, Lord. We will go.



9PULSE / MARCH 20188 PULSE / MARCH 2018

PHILIPPINES

MINISTERING IN 
THE PHILIPPINES
Ps Mike Albert

Every trip I take to the Philippines I 
am moved by the incredible work 
that CRC pastors are able to do with 
minimal resources. 

My trip in January 2018 was my 
tenth short-term missions trip. I took 
a couple of members of our local 
church South Eastern Christian 
Centre (SECC) Endeavour Hills, 
Vijay Garfield and Zack Kelic. It was 
their first time to the Philippines. 
They went with open hearts to see 

the work of the CRC there and how 
they might help resource pastors 
and leaders. 

For the first week we were based in 
Pasig, Manila with Ps Peter Hauje. 
We ministered to onsite Bible 
college students on evangelism 
and the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
We also shared with their cell group 
leaders about crucial aspects of 
pastoral care. The team shared 
personal faith testimonies of God’s 
goodness and it was good to see 
some new cell leaders committing 
to running cell groups. It is through 
these groups that they have 
experienced incredible church 
growth over the last few years.  

We visited Ps Lorna’s church in 
Taguig, Manila where we were 
pleased to see similar church 
growth with a number of young 
people coming to faith and being 
discipled.

It was a thrill to be able to visit some 
new areas in the Philippines for me; 
CRC churches in Agoo, led by Ps 
Ramil, and Pangasinan, led by Ps 
Rudy, where they have recently built 
a new place of worship. 

We had the opportunity to worship 
with them on a Sunday and saw 
many people receive healing and

prophetic words. After the service 
we shared with key leaders on 
imparting vision to others.  We 
blessed them with an offering (from 
our SECC annual Global Mission 
Fundraiser) for their roof.  

We visited a cooler part of the 
Philippines, Baguio in Northern 
Luzon where we met a new pastor 
to the CRC, Ps Beth, who is doing 
an incredible work reaching out to 
people through crusades. 

The crusades powerfully reach 
people through music, drama and 
multimedia led by some incredible 
young people in her church. We 
shared testimonies and a Gospel 
presentation. It was an incredible 
privilege to be a part of this work 
and we saw a number of people 
accept Jesus for the first time. 
Ps Beth is using the crusade as 
a strategy to plant churches in 
different areas. 

We also had a great time with 
CMGO pastors at their kick off 
regional pastors meeting hosted by 
Ps Zaldy in Bulacan.

The second week was spent in 
Zamboanga City in Mindanao. We 
were hosted by Ps Marlon and Ann 
Sala. The day we arrived at the 
airport we were welcomed by Ps

Ann and her team along with a 
torrential down pour which made 
getting to the house interesting. 

We ran a two day interactive 
evangelism workshop for 
approximately 22 pastors and 
leaders. One of my highlights was 
to find out that some of the young 
students that we had led to Christ 
in a high school back in 2011(we 
shared with about 1000 Year 10 
students  about drug prevention) 
were now leading cell groups in 
college campuses! We had the 
privilege of baptizing five young 
people at the beach with many 
others looking on.

During our trip we also had the 
opportunity to attend an 18 year 
old’s birthday party, one of Ps 
Marlon’s church members. It was 
great to see many people at their 
Sunday church service and some of 
the visitors that we met at the party 
the previous day. The team shared 
their testimonies and the Gospel 
and we saw five new people come 
to faith in Christ. 

We had a very fruitful time of 
ministry in the Philippines and we 
came back to SECC with a renewed 
passion for the Gospel and to make 
disciples.
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SRI LANKA

TESTIMONIES 
FROM SRI LANKA
Ps Phillip Tong, his wife Lee-Anne 
and two young ladies, Lydia 
and Elise, from Ballarat Christian 
Fellowship recently embarked on 
a short-term trip to Sri Lanka. The 
trip took place from Monday 8th 
January until Monday 15th January. 

Following their time in Sri Lanka, 
the group travelled to India where 
they were joined by another man.

During their time in Sri Lanka they 
were able to visit Bethel Children’s 
Homes. 

The homes consist of one home 
for the boys on one property and 
two homes for the girls on another 
property. 

Whilst at the children’s homes they 
were able to spend time with the 
staff and children.

The team also had the opportunity 
to minister in our CRC church 
in Colombo which is held in the 
new building. During their time in 
Colombo they were able to preach 
and share testimonies.

On the following page you will find 
testimonies from the two young 
ladies that were involved in the trip 
to Sri Lanka.

Lydia’s Testimony 

Going to Sri Lanka really was a life 
changing experience. 

In Sri Lanka it was so great to see 
all the projects that are underway 
that Ballarat Christian Fellowship 
personally supports. 

Seeing the church that we 
contributed to building was 
amazing. 

Going to the children’s homes in Sri 
Lanka was also a great experience. 

Seeing the smiles on the children’s 
faces and being able to spend time 
and build relationships with them 
was incredible.

It was great being able to see 
how much they appreciate the 
consistency of the Ballarat Christian 
Fellowship team.

They know they can expect us to 
come back every year and it was 
nice seeing how excited they are to 
have us come. 

You may feel like you are not doing 
much while you are there but 
spending time with them in addition 
to singing songs with them and 
teaching them about Jesus is really 
important. 

One of the boys in the boy’s home 
was saying how appreciative he 
was that we were not just preaching 
the Gospel but that our hearts also 
reflected the heart of Jesus.

He recognised that we were not 
just preaching but we were building 
relationships as well. 

We went to Sri Lanka because we 
wanted to bless those we met but 
they ended up blessing us ten-fold. 

I am really grateful for the 
opportunity to experience such a 
different culture and for being able 
to see how God is moving all over 
the world.

Elise’s Testimony

Our trip to Sri Lanka was a life 
changing experience. 

I felt like I was making a difference 
at the children’s homes even 
though we were just playing with 
the children and singing songs with 
them.

All of the people we met during our 
short-term missions trip in Sri Lanka 
were very welcoming and it was 
incredible to see their love for God 
and how even the small children 
have such a deep love for their 
Heavenly Father.
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AUSTRALIA

ROAD TRIPPING 
THROUGH THE 
‘RED HEART’ OF 
AUSTRALIA
Having worked well together in 
Bolivia and Brazil last year, Bob 
Carmody and I decided to do a road 
trip through northern Victoria, South 
Australia and into the Northern 
Territory. 

Our trip began in my mind as a 
nostalgic trip, visiting places where 
Marian and I had ministered in the 
1970s and hoping to encourage 
some people who were an

important part of our lives in those 
years. However, it seems like the 
Lord had planned all that and more, 
so we found ourselves ministering 
in six places and visiting pastors 
and leaders in a few others. 

On the first Sunday I preached in 
Swan Hill, maybe for the last time for 
a while as they have a new pastor 
at last! That evening we visited the 
Diggerland church in Red Cliffs 
where we enjoyed the ministry of 
some of our CRC College of Ministry 
students and graduates. 

We stayed overnight with Pastor 
Lyn Scholar from the CRC in 
Mildura and her husband Trevor, 

who used to be our drummer in 
Port Augusta in the 1970s. We then 
visited a young couple in Waikerie 
who are considering going to 
Bolivia for six months or so. 

Following this time in Waikerie 
we then stayed overnight in Port 
Augusta with Pastor George and 
Alison Laslett who were there 
with us in the early 70s and have 
pastored in several places since. 
They arranged a meeting for us with 
all the ‘old faithfuls’ (and with their 
new pastor) on the way back.

We caught up with some old 
friends in Coober Pedy, who also 
arranged a meeting for us on the 
way back, and then went to Uluru 
and the Olgas for a couple of days 
sightseeing. 

The second Sunday morning 
I preached in the CRC at Alice 
Springs, where it was great to see 
that about 80 of the 100 or so 
people under the leadership of 
Pastor Ben and Rebekah Matson 
were Aboriginal. It was especially 
good to catch up with Malcolm 
Heffernan, whom we had known 
as a student in the CRC College of 
Ministry.

That evening we were in the church 
at Ti Tree, with Pastors Hannes and

Danielle Rosslee. We found out 
that another couple who had 
been with us in Port Augusta in the 
1970s, Mike and Lorraine Baker, are 
pastoring the ACC church at Tenant 
Creek. Tenant Creek was another 
300kms north so we drove up there 
to have some fellowship on the 
Monday. 

On the return trip we shared at 
Coober Pedy and Port Augusta, and 
then on the third Sunday preached 
at Whyalla for Pastor Caleb Stott 
before heading home.

During our trip we drove over 
6000kms and enjoyed some 
wonderful hospitality and fellowship 
with some great people who 
serve God in remote areas. It was 
exciting to see many of the people 
that we visited reaching out to the 
Aboriginal people. 

Since we returned home we have 
had some people expressing 
interest in our next trip with them 
saying they would like to join us 
next time. Perhaps that is something 
the Lord wants us to do. 

We would certainly be happy to 
add our little bit to the great work 
being done by Pastor Allen Steel 
and many others in the red heart of 
Australia.



15PULSE / MARCH 201814 PULSE / MARCH 2018

UPDATES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

MISSIONS ON THE 
DOORSTEP: THE 
‘KAREN’ PEOPLES
Ps Roland Tankard

Ps Roland Tankard commenced 
fulltime leading Wyndham City 
Church (WCC) on October 2nd 
2016 after 28 years pastoring at 
Diggerland, Red Cliffs.

The Lord prepared a precious gift 
on this day, the Karen peoples. 

The Karen are a largely displaced 
people group with many living in 
Thai refugee camps on the border

of Myanmar where they have fled to 
escape hardship. 

Over 1 million Karen peoples are 
estimated to live in Thailand and 
150,000 are estimated to live in 
official refugee camps. 

Karen peoples make up 
approximately 7% of the Burmese 
peoples. 

Large populations still live in the 
region of ‘Karen State’ under great 
difficulty.

Roland had contact with a man who 
was seeking a place for their Karen 
congregation to meet in September 
2016. 

He told him ‘I don’t want to hire you 
a hall, I want to get to know your 
hearts.’ 

A group of fifty arrived October 
2nd 2016 and their hearts knitted 
straight away.

The Lord performed a significant 
miracle with a young lady named 
Star who was healed of a back 
condition.

In addition to this, many other 
people fell under the influence of 
the Holy Spirit as well.

Cha, a former gang leader, and his 
father Cha Pu Lu had recently come 
to Christ and were fervent to reach 
out to those in need whom they 
would bring for prayer.

Cha Pu Lu said that he left the 
refugee camps of Thailand for 
freedom only to become a slave in 
Australia to alcohol. 

The Lord has since restored his 
family. He has purchased a house in 
Wyndham and he is now a leader of 
his people.

Connect groups occurred through 
late 2016-2017. 

Often 40-50 people would cram into 
lounge rooms to hear the gospel, 
worship and seek Christ. 

On October 30th 2016 an afternoon 
service was commenced for the 
Karen People at WCC. 

The Church was filled with Karen 
peoples who came from all over - 
Mount Gambier, Bendigo, Canberra, 
Nhill, Geelong and the Wyndham 
region. 

220 people gathered to celebrate 
the new beginning. 

The service was viewed in the USA 
by the Karen community.

Ps Roland has ministered to the 
Karen community in Crestmead, 
Queensland with a group of 50 
fellowshipping regularly. 

In addition to this, on November 
12th 2017 an afternoon service 
commenced with 40 Karen people 
in Bendigo. 

Leaders are being trained within 
the Karen community with Lay Eh, a 
prolific song writer, completing his 
ministry competencies and David 
completing his diploma of ministry 
this year. 

The people are also well connected 
with family and friends in their 
homeland and are expanding the 
impact of their ministry to these 
people.  



CRC CHURCHES INTERNATIONAL

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AND FASTING
THURSDAY 26TH JULY, 2018

Praying for the ministry of our churches in Australia and the nations. 
Key prayer points will be distributed in June.

SUNDAY 29TH JULY, 2018 

The focus this year will be on children’s ministry including feeding 
programs, the School Assistance Program, preschools and 

children’s homes. There will be an opportunity to invest in these 
ministries through an offering. 

NATIONAL MISSIONS DAY


