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Pulse is the voice of CRC 
Missions International.

Contact us
Ps Mike Cronin 
Australian Missions Director 
CRC Churches International

PO Box 198 
Endeavour Hills 
Victoria 3802 
Australia

E: info@crcmissions.org 
P: +61 3 9700 2314

I count it a privilege to be the new Editor 
of Pulse magazine, the official quarterly 
publication of CRC Missions, Australia.

My interest in global missions began at a 
young age due to my parents passion for 
missions.

I started going on missions trips with 
my dad at the age of five. My first trip 
was to Fiji and I have had a heart to see 
more of the world and meet people of 
different nationalities ever since.

I am currently in my second year of 
university working towards a Bachelor of 
Development Studies at the University of 
Adelaide. 

My desire is to be involved in missions 
work. I can’t wait to see what God has in 
store!

This issue of Pulse focuses on India. 
Sixteen Australian CRC Churches are 
involved in India by giving financilly 
and/or by visiting. This is the most 
churches involved in any single nation. 

In this issue we share what some of 
these churches are doing. The stories 
and testimonies are very inspirational 
and it is great to read about the great 
works God is doing in India.  

Mikaela Groom 
Editor of Pulse

If you would like a printed copy of Pulse, 
they are available via the CRC missions 
office at $1.20 each plus postage.

 From the Australian 
Missions Director,
PS MIKE CRONIN
When God made the promise 
to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3) to 
bless him and that through him all 
people on earth would be blessed, 
He expressed His purpose for all 
peoples. For this to happen there 
was something Abraham had to 
do. He had to leave his country 
and people and go to the land God 
showed him.

Abraham is the father of all who 
share his faith. Romans 4:16-17. If 
we are in Christ, we not only share 
in the blessing of Abraham, we are 
commissioned to spread the blessing 
of Abraham. Ultimately people of 
every tribe, people and language 
will surround the throne of God.

Revelation 7:9-10. To be the people 
of God – the church, means to be on

mission. If it is not missional it is not 
church! 

To be part of the mission of God, 
like Abraham, we have to leave 
something and go somewhere. It 
may be to leave our TV set and go to 
our neighbour next door, or to leave 
our ease and pleasure to go to help 
someone in need. It may be to leave 
our comfort zone and go to relate to 
a person from a different culture and 
language now living in Australia. It 
may be to leave our country and its 
comforts to go to a very different 
nation.

Go to where God shows you, but 
to be on the mission of God you 
must leave something and go 
somewhere.

We are very pleased to welcome 
Mikaela Groom as the new Editor of 
Pulse Magazine. Mikaela tells us a 
bit about herself and her interest in 
global missions on the Editor’s page.  
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Community Church Hornsby actively 
supports a number of indigenous 
works that form part of Pune Urban 
Ministries, operating under the 
YWAM banner.

Our particular engagement covers 
a number of different types of 
ministries. Our school focus supports 
two slum schools ministering to 
hundreds of children in two of 
Pune’s largest slums. These schools 
have adjunct ministries to providing 
skills development to assist the 
many widows in the community to 
find gainful employment.

In this context, we also support 
an Aids Slum Ministry. A group of 
churches have been raised up

that minister to a previously 
unreached people group. We work 
together with them in leadership 
development. 

Our biggest area of engagement is 
to the Vanitashray Home for Girls. 
Vanitashray literally means “Shelter 
for women”. It was founded in 
1999 and legally registered as a 
recognised orphanage. Vanitashray’s 
mission is to provide a home for 
orphaned and abandoned girls and 
destitute widows by meeting their 
physical, spiritual and emotional 
needs through Christ.

If you would like to learn more 
about Vanitashray and how you can 
participate, visit their website: 
www.vanitashray.org.

Ps Ian Miller 
Senior Pastor at Community Church 
Hornsby

COUNTRY PROFILE: INDIA

Capital: New Delhi

Population: 1.3 billion (UN, 2012) 

GDP (current US$): $1.877 trillion 
(2013)

Area: 3.1 million sq km, excluding 
Indian-administered Kashmir 
(100,569 sq km)

Life expectancy at birth: 66.4

PUNE URBAN 
MINISTRIES, INDIA

India is considered a major power 
in today’s world. It has a strong 
military, major cultural influence and 
a fast-growing, powerful economy. 

India has become one of the fastest-
growing major economies since 
1991.

Agricultural products, textile goods, 
gems and jewellery, software 
services and technology, engineering 
goods, chemicals and leather 
products are India’s main exports.

Despite its rapid economic growth 
and being known as a newly 
industrialised country, India faces 
many challenges of poverty, 
corruption, malnutrition, inadequate 
public healthcare and terrorism.

The major languages spoken in India 
are Hindi, English and more than 20 
other official languages.

Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, 
Sikhism and Buddhism are the major 
religions practiced in India. Wherever 
you go in India you will find temples 
and shrines.

Christian missionaries have been 
working in India for hundreds of 
years. William Carey went to India 
over 200 years ago and is one of the 
best known Christian missionaries 
to India. He lived in India for forty 
years translating the bible into 
Indian languages and evangelising 
to people.

India is the seventh-largest country 
by area and has the second largest 
population in the world. It is also the 
world’s largest democracy.

India is located in South Asia and is 
bounded by the Indian Ocean on the 
south, the Arabian Sea on the south-
west, and the Bay of Bengal on the 
south-east. 
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1. When was your first trip to 
India? 
It was in 1984.

2. What was the reason for your 
first visit? 
I was invited to be part of a teaching 
team for six seminars for WORLD 
MAP - Rev Ralph Mahoney founder 
and director of World Missionary 
Assistance Program (WORLD 
MAP). We lectured in large multi 
denominational seminars for pastors 
and leaders.

3. How has India and the people 
of India touched you personally?  
That first visit was intimidating for 
me to see the masses of people

EXPERIENCES IN 
INDIA

The need to assist those in poverty is 
not in question. We must try and do 
whatever we can. However, we have 
to create disciples that will show a 
reasonable measure of discipline 
in their lives so they can be part of 
the larger team of people who are 
compassionate about helping the 
poor.

Poverty is not always about a lack 
of money or possessions. It also 
can involve spiritual poorness of 
a person because of a poverty 
mentality enforced by wrong 
thinking. We need to teach what 
God’s Word says; that through Jesus’ 
death he restored the dignity of 
man that was lost through the fall of 
Adam.

So making disciples also involves 
training the thought patterns of 
our lives through the truth of God’s 
word.

6. How do you handle being in 
India for long periods of time 
away from family? 
By keeping focussed on the calling 
that has been placed upon my life of 
which I willingly accepted.

‘Staying power’ (lasting the 
distance) is all about staying focused 
on the main thing in ones life. This is 
the call of Jesus upon ones life and 
the persons responsive commitment

to that call. We have been entrusted 
with a stewardship - a task - and 
above all else it is required in a 
steward that he/she remain faithful. 
Remaining faithful is all about 
staying focused on God’s calling and 
the general task (stewardship) that 
he has entrusted us to do.

Ps Barry Silverback 
International Missions Director for 
CRC Churches International

Indian road before peak hour

and sense the immense task that 
was before the church in bringing 
the Gospel to them.

Prior to visiting India I had read 
much about India, its people, their 
religions and the spiritual darkness 
that prevailed. Also the fragmented 
condition of the church in its inability 
to work together and pool their 
resources for the evangelising of 
India.

4. When you visit India what 
ministries are you involved in? 
Mostly involved in training leaders 
and encouraging them to embrace 
the power of the Holy Spirit in their 
own personal lives and making their 
service for the Lord Jesus much more 
effective and fruitful. But always 
actively presenting the salvation of 
Jesus Christ as the most important 
thing for every person to experience. 
This embraces all denominations 
of the church and many nominal 
Christians experience the Baptism in 
the Holy Spirit.

5. How do you balance between 
two pressing issues: helping those 
in poverty, and creating disciples 
through teaching and sharing 
God’s word? 
In one sense I see that these two 
things are quite separate but in 
another sense complimentary of 
each other. Indian street
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cooperation and communication. 
Everyone has their own departments 
and their own program but they 
all cooperate and help each 
other and also communicate. I 
see all the programs run well 
with communication. If we don’t 
communicate, things don’t work out 
in time.

Meeting together is one thing that 
taught me a lot and helped me 
understand the program here and 
how it operates. Having meetings 
helps me to understand peoples 
hearts. They allow us to bring up 
some ideas together and plan out 
work together.

As I have seen, the Indian local 
church and how I know it operates/
functions is totally different to what 
I have seen here. In India most of 
the local churches programs are 
the same, even if they are from a 
mainline church or a Pentecostal 
church. They are more focused 
on evangelism, church planting, 
healing ministry, big crusades, Bible 
Theological training programs, but 
there is less teaching about missions 
or sending missionaries or giving to 
missions.

Here in Bethel I see how this                                          
ministry runs with team work, unity,                              
cooperation and communication. It 
really impresses me. It is good to 
see this fourfold ministry cover the 
whole needs of a local church. What

Indians are doing now, this all 
comes to this fourfold ministry but 
the Indians are missing out on a 
mission program. That is what I have 
seen and observed.

I believe the message of missions 
is very important in the life of a 
church in India. Some churches have 
a small idea of missions but it is a 
very different mindset from what 
we do here in Bethel.

I see here that people have a 
good understanding and picture 
of missions because a missions 
message is always mentioned. This 
means people hear and know about 
what Bethel is doing. 

I know India is lacking teaching 
about missions. I do believe the 
people of India can rise up in the 
area of missions. What they need is 
more teaching on missions so that 
my people can have a clear picture 
and understanding of missions and 
how it works.

My first desire is to work under Ps 
James leadership and I also want to 
be involved in ladies ministry when 
I return to India. I would like to 
promote missions, raise awareness 
and teaching on missions. I really 
want to help in the missions school 
program in the future.

Eliza Thapa (from India) 
Missionary at Bethel Centre PNG

My name is Eliza Thapa. I am 23 
years old and I am from India (North 
East Assam).

Overview of my time at Bethel 
I am actually learning a lot from 
Bethel during my time here. It has 
helped me to better understand the 
vision of the CRC and the operation 
of it from Bethel Centre. It’s so 
encouraging for me personally as a 
young girl.

In Bethel Centre I am involved in: 
- Staff & students combined chapel 
  (sometimes either in sharing the 
  Word or leading praise & worship 

- Team & students prayer meetings

In church I am involved in: 
- Ushering people 
- Praying for people 
- Ladies Meetings 
- House fellowships 
- Church set up

In missions I am involved in: 
- Setting up of flags in church  
  during missions Sunday 
- Taking up missions offerings 
- Missions committee meetings 
- Coffee shop (sometimes help   
  out) 
- Missions dinner & Mission Fiesta

In the World Missions Faith 
Training School I am involved in: 
- School programs and activities   
  with the students 
- Lecturing 
- Mentoring & Counselling 
- Monitoring  
- Student fun nights 
- Student work parades 
- Community Work 
- Open Air 
- Outreach 
- Ark Ministry 
- Student chapels 
- School staff meeting 
- Office work

I thank God for this opportunity 
to come here to learn and expose 
myself in different ministries. 
The things that I have learnt and 
observed are team work, unity,

LESSONS LEARNT 
ON THE FIELD



10 11Pulse Issue 1, 2015

Each year in January we send small 
teams to Sri Lanka and then on to 
India.

In India we partner with Ps Binu and 
Deena Thampy (New India Church 
of God), fitting in with their plans 
rather than setting our own goals.

During our trip this year we visited 
and ministered at the Tree House 
Children’s Home in Kolkata, Sri 
Lanka.

We also joined the Vision Rescue 
Street Education and Feeding Bus in 
the slums.

At the Sunday service we were 
given the opportunity to speak and

we also taught at the team meeting.

Whilst we were in India we visited 
a number of remote rural areas to 
minister in conjunction with existing 
church plants.

Sometimes we were involved in 
gatherings of local pastors and 
Christian workers, other times to 
almost entirely unsaved crowds.

Our relationship with Ps Binu has 
grown over the last twelve plus 
years.

This relationship has taken us across 
India to places like Trivandrum, 
Bangalore, Hyderabad, Kolkata, 
Siliguri, Darjeeling and Goa.

Ps Phillip Tong 
Senior Pastor at Ballarat Christian 
Fellowship

MINISTERING IN 
INDIA

MISSIONS TRIP 
REPORT
Coming out of the nice Australia 
winter to the hot, humid tropical 
climate of India was an adjustment. 
I arrived in Siliguri, West Bengal 
after a couple of days in Delhi and 
was great to see friends again.   

My time is Siliguri was mainly to 
work with the Indian National 
Leader Pastor James on the finances 
for the WMFTS and its outreaches.  
Apart from daily blackouts, heavy 
traffic, being squashed up in public 
transport, speeding drivers, dodging 
animals on the road and the heat, it 
was a good experience!

I also had the opportunity to travel 
to the neighbouring state of Assam 
to visit the outreaches – Dhekiajuli, 
Tezpur and Nagaon which was 
the highlight of my trip to India. 
I travelled by bus with one of the 
staff of the WMFTS. This trip was 
supposed to be a 15 hour bus ride 
but it took 27 hours before we 
reached our final destination. Just 
after we had crossed the state 
border into Assam we were stopped 
by the military because there was a 
curfew so everyone was stranded on 
a bridge in the middle of nowhere 
with no water, shops or village 
closeby. It was a good time to make 
friends and know your fellow

passengers which I did. By the end 
of my journey I had made a lot of  
friends including our bus driver and 
by the time we arrived I was in need 
of a shower and a feed!

Visiting the outreaches in Assam, 
meeting the workers and seeing 
how much the work is growing 
was amazing. All the outreaches 
are involved in children’s ministry, 
house fellowships, starting new 
outreaches, evangelism and Sunday 
services. The workers are committed 
to seeing many Indians come to 
Christ. While there I had to be ready 
at all times as you will be called at 
any time to preach, pray, and share.

On my way back from Assam to 
Siliguri I travelled by train. It was a 
step up from the bus, shorter and   
less problems 

Despite all the challenges, 
disappointments and difficulties I 
know one thing for sure, that God 
is always there to help me. He is a 
very faithful God. I have learnt over 
the years through going on mission 
trips that a good sense of humour 
helps, embrace what comes my 
way, pray and trust God more and 
more each day. If I apply that to my 
life  then every missions trip will be 
great despite what I face.

Julie Fonorito (from Fiji) 
Personal assistant to Ps Barry 
Silverback. Based in Adelaide.
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Apart from lectures, the WMFTS 
students also do regular ministry in 
one of the local hospitals, weekly 
childrens ministry in five different 
areas of the surrounding community 
and weekly evangelism.

They also do community work, 
gardening and cleaning the area, 
weekly cleaning the church the 
students attend, weekly visiting and 
ministry in two drug rehabilitation 
centres and visiting homes (mostly 
Hindu families) to share the gospel.

The students also take part in a 
one month outreach as part of their 
training.

The training staff include local 
lecturers, visiting Pastors from Papua 
New Guinea and Australia, and now 
previous graduates are being given 
the opportunity to further develop 
themselves by being involved in the 
teaching. 

In 2010, after the graduation of 
the pioneering students (2008 first 
intake), they together with Ps James 
pioneered the first operational 
base in the city of Tezpur in the 
neighbouring state of Assam. 

From Tezpur, a second operational 
base has been established in the 
city of Nagaon, about one and a half 
hours from Tezpur.

Prem Rai leads the work in Tezpur 
and Lakhi Tudu leads the work in

Nagaon together with boys who 
have since graduated from WMFTS.

They have regular ministry in 
some of the tea garden areas to 
the people who live there as well 
as daily evangelism outreach and 
visitation to Hindu and Muslim 
families.

The Evangelism Ministry Team, led 
by WMFTS graduate Diman Darjee 
has also been operating from 
Nagaon. 

A three wheeler auto is used to 
transport speakers and equipment 
for conducting open air meetings 
and showing the Jesus film in outer 
villages, tea gardens and other 
outlying areas.

In 2013, Mary James, Ps James 
wife, together with three of the first 
female graduates opened up a base 
in the town of Dhekiajuli, about 
45 minutes from Tezpur. Daily they 
are active in evangelism, visitation 
and holding a Sunday service in the 
house.

It is exciting to see the development 
in the lives of the students and the 
transforming impact of the gospel of 
Christ on the people being reached 
in this northeast area of India. 

Rachelle Hardy (from Australia) 
Missionary at Bethel Centre PNG

Pastor Barry Silverback, International 
Chairman, CRC Churches Inter-
national, sensing the stirring of God, 
made several trips into northeast 
India where God opened the doors 
of opportunity to commence a 
WMFTS in Siliguri, West Bengal.

This was officially started as a two 
year course beginning in October 
2008. Since then thirty-three young 
men and women have graduated 
from the School, and most of these 
are now active in ministry.

Currently there are seven second 
year students, and seven first year 
students. Over both groups there are 
eight male and six female students.

Students are typically in their early 
twenties. Currently half are from 
Christian backgrounds, and half from 
a Hindu background.

The School and the expanding 
ministry that is being developed by 
the graduating students is overseen 
by Ps PK James and his wife Mary 
James.

They are assisted by one of the 
2013 graduates, Sukumar Tudu, 
who stayed on serving as one of the 
staff helping to oversee the student 
boys. He accompanies the boys for 
weekly evangelism, hospitality and 
children’s ministry. 

WORLD MISSIONS FAITH TRAINING
SCHOOL, INDIA
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UPDATES FROM AROUND THE WORLD Grand Opening of Kenya Christian 
Revival Crusade

KCRC had its official opening on the 
9th Nov 2014 with the Governor 
of Nakuru County His Excellency 
Kinuthia Mbugua, OGW, CBS. and 
the Hon. Joseph Kiuna M.P. of Njoro 
presiding. 

Proceedings were opened by Bishop 
John Masika followed by a word 
of dedication by Chris Chetland 
and then His Excellency Kinuthia 
Mbugua.

Food was served and a great day 
was had by all.

One of the highlights for Chris 
was being able to spend almost 
an hour with Kinuthia developing 
a friendship and a commitment 
to work together in the future to 
advance the cause in Kenya.

Excerpt from Kenya Crusade 
Newsletter December 2014

Evangelism & Medical Mission at 
Inika, PNG (25-31 Oct, 2014)

An Australian team came from the 
CRC Seaton Church, Adelaide in 
October 2014.

Pastor Jeremy Steel (Frontier 
Evangelism Team) organized an 
outreach to Inika (two hour drive 
and six hour boat ride up the 
river) and Aniobu (two hours walk 
from Inika). The main focus was 
evangelism. We ran Medical Clinics, 
taught on preventative health and 
visited the sick.

We prayed for everyone – there 
were many salvations and healings.
The team spent much time teaching 
the Word of God to the people.

Excerpt from Sue Wither’s 
Newsletter December 2014

The Nasinu Project Fiji

Under the leadership of Pr Alipate 
and Boila Yagomate, the Nasinu 
Project is the new preschool building 
(currently being built) in Fiji. This 
will be a modern facility for our 
preschool in Suva that will double 
as a vocational training centre for 
the Fijian preschool teachers to be 
trained and as a child development 
centre.

The 4th Annual Charity Golf Day 
was held on 20th Feb, 2015 at 
the Curlewis Golf Club in Geelong.  
There was a good turn out with 60 
players participating in the event.  
$17,000.00 was raised for the 
Nasinu Project on the day.

Many thanks to everyone who was 
involved in organising, running, 
sponsoring and playing on the day.

Ps Mike Groom - Senior Pastor at 
Adelaide Christian Centre

Update from China - English 
speaking volunteers

It is great to be in the service of our 
glorious Lord and God as you may 
know.

We have been seeing three to five 
people getting saved each week for 
the past few months.

We are looking for some English 
speaking Christian volunteers to 
come to China in July 2015 for three 
to four weeks, and teaching English 
in our home training schools to 
Primary and Middle school Kids.

You can read more about our project 
here: http://traillblazer.com/2015/ 
02/04/request-for-christian-volun 
teers-for-three-weeks/

Excerpt from Traillblazer Ministries 
Newsletter January 2015




