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The second issue of Pulse for 2016 
places a major focus on CRC Churches 
International expanding into new territories 
where there had previously been no CRC 
presence.

Included in this edition are artciles of 
people ministering in Uganda, Canada, 
the United Kingdom, the Middle East, 
Thailand, Timor Leste and Bolivia.

An update of the Colombo Project in Sri 
Lanka is also included.

Mark 16:15 says: He said to them, “Go 
into all the world and preach the gospel 
to all creation.”

As people within the CRC endeavour into 
new territories they are following the call 
put forth in this verse.

This edition shows how men and women 
within our movement have decided to go 
wherever God would lead them.

After reading through this edition of 
Pulse I am inspired by the work God is 
doing through various people in different 
continents around the world.

I am excited to hear more about these 
fields as well as new ones that may open 
up in the future.

Mikaela Groom 
Editor of Pulse

If you would like a printed copy of Pulse, 
they are available via the CRC missions 
office at $1.20 each plus postage.

 

From the Australian 
Missions Director, 
Ps Mike Cronin
I have just returned from a short trip 
to Uganda where CRC was officially 
recognised early this year.

I had the privilege of praying for, and 
then presenting the first International 
Specialist Credentials, to the 
Ugandan members of the CRC 
Uganda National Executive Team. 
Ps Sunday Sula Lasa ( Chairman), 
Ps Samuel Buyinz, and Ps David 
Kalasira.

These are quality men who have 
had long association with our 
Australian CRC Pastors who have 
been ministering in Uganda.

I honour the long term work of 
Pastors John and Jean Leak with 
African Action, and Ps Bill and 
Norma Osborne with Australia Hope, 
and their son Ps Jono Osborne, and 
Ps Mike and Shirley Tyrrell living in 
Uganda, for the quality work they

have done in that nation. 

Also there is the more recent work 
of Ps Ian Traill in promoting the Tony 
Smits Bible School (the old Australia 
Video Bible School).

All this work has laid an excellent 
foundation for CRC in Uganda.

Partly due to the emerging 
government requirements for 
churches that Pastors be properly 
trained and be part of a responsible 
organisation like CRC Churches 
International many independent 
Pastors are very keen to join CRC. 

As our Ugandan National Executive 
team members  know many Pastors 
throughout the country and are 
widely held in high regard they will 
be able to make wise decisions in 
accepting applications for Pastors 
and churches joining CRC and 
checking the required Ministry 
Competencies.

You can be a part of this work in 
Uganda and each of the new fields 
in this issue of Pulse by praying 
for the people involved and for 
connections with people who are 
hungry for the truth and love found 
only in Jesus Christ.

If you wish to be more involved in a 
particular field contact the relevant 
Pastor or contact myself for more 
detail.
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trunorth church canada
This month (June 2016) we 
celebrated 5 years of TruNorth CRC 
Churches International in Canada 
with over 100 members and friends 
taking communion.

We were blessed to be able to do so 
in our great venue, with our wonderful 
worship team, excellent technical 
support and a vital children’s ministry 
that ministered warmly on the day.

The preaching of the word was 
delivered by our Senior Pastor, Bruce 
Sharman.

My husband Jay and I can look 
back to when he had a vision 
from God to come to Canada to 
plant a church with nothing but the 
supporting faith of our sponsoring

church; Diggerland Church in 
Australia.

We met for the first time at the airport 
and for that whole week we prayed 
and talked and waited on God and 
conducted our first meeting.

It was difficult reconciling in our 
minds at the time that this church 
could breathe and live long enough 
to become what it is now.

Jay was first appointed as an 
elder and then as pastor, as his 
training and credentialing and 
registration of the TruNorth were 
completed.

We considered it was only 
possible to prosper by the 
marvellous grace of the Risen

Son, bestowed upon us, keeping, 
strengthening, sanctifying, and 
enlightening us with His word 
and the necessary spiritual 
discernment.

Now each year our annual report 
and anniversary celebrations 
cause us to marvel at what God is 
doing.

Ministries and outreaches have 
been developing, along with the 
leaders that participate in them.

We are very much a family 
oriented ministry and find ways to 
get everyone involved.

Looking back, we can see we are 
all saved by grace and preserved 
by grace through serving God.

Each year we seem to face different 
types of battles that are won by

kneeling down and submitting 
everything to God. We have learned 
so much about feeling weak and yet 
relying on God’s strength to be found 
strong. 

Likewise our leaders are following in 
the same steps, and there are signs 
of the call of God, in a credentialed 
ministry and church leadership 
sense, on some people’s lives.

A new generation is rising already.

Romans 11:5-7 says: It is the same 
now. God has chosen a few people 
by His grace. And if he chose them 
by grace, then it is not what they 
have done that made them his 
people. If they could be made his 
people by what they did, his gift of 
grace would not really be a gift.

Maco Hontiveros
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northern lights church england

It’s a beautiful town about the size of 
Ballarat or Bendigo.

It’s not the most obvious place, but 
the Holy Spirit could not have been 
clearer.

We have used the name Northern 
Lights Church because we want 
to light up the north of England for 
Jesus.

We held some warm up events and 
then launched in February 2014.

Church life has its ups and downs 
but we thank God so much for the 
family that He is bringing together.

We’ve seen Him work in so many 
people’s lives.

Pastoring is an immense privilege.

The Psalmist said better is one day 
in your courts than a thousand 
elsewhere, and we would rather 
spend one day in Halifax doing 
what God has called us to do than a 
thousand doing anything else.

There’s now about 50 of us and 
we are in the process of planting a 
campus in a town called Todmorden 
which is 20kms up the road.

In April 2015 Catherine went to 
Moldova for the first time with a small 
team from one of the other churches 
in Halifax. 

Deep connections were made and 
six months later we took a team 
of nine people from our church to 
Moldova. It was brilliant.

God will continue to lead us as we 
see precisely what he wants us to do 
in that nation.

We thank God for Pastor Matt and the 
MCC team.

We can’t wait to see the Lord’s plans 
unfold.

John Warren

Our journey to the UK started in 2012.

At the time my wife Catherine and 
I had been married 13 years and 
were living in Melbourne.

God spoke to Catherine about doing 
missions work in Moldova – a small 
country in Eastern Europe.

Specifically to help children who 
were being trafficked or at risk of 
being trafficked.

Of course I said no – that was crazy!

However in just several months later 
the Lord spoke to me saying, “Move 
to England, plant a church, and

that church will be the base for the 
missions work into Moldova.”

We shared our call and vision with 
the leadership of Manningham 
Christian Centre (Pastor Matt Wyatt) 
and also travelled to Mildura to 
speak with Pastor Bruce Sharman.

They all prayerfully supported our 
call and vision.

On 31 July 2013 we touched down in 
the UK ready to start a new life, plant 
a new church and live a new dream.

The Lord led us to plant in Halifax, 
West Yorkshire. John and Catherine Warren

First birthday celebration Feb 2015
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great southlands house of prayer

is being undertaken is with the drug 
affected and also with women and 
children who have been smuggled 
into the region.

These women, most of whom 
originate from Africa have very little 
economic opportunity and it is only 
the love of believers that keeps them 
from exploitation and even greater 
hardship. 

The Great Southlands House 
of Prayer is in the process of 
being established with efforts 
currently being made to secure an 
appropriate house large enough to 
host church teams from Australia 
and beyond who can stay and pray, 
and work with the local church in their 
mission to the above priority groups.

Over the last 18 months we have 
been stepping into this vision by 
taking mobile House of Prayer 
missions teams into this country. 

We will continue to do so until we 
establish a more permanent Prayer 
and Missions Base, which we 
anticipate will be established by 
November this year.

Overall, our testimony is that you 
don’t have to be a mega church to 
have an influence in the nations. 

Secondly, our testimony is that 
prayer is the engine room behind 
effective mission!

In our case, the simple faith filled 
prayers of a few arising from a 
little Prayer House in Daylesford is 
resulting in the establishment of an 
awesome Prayer and Missions Base 
in a very challenged and strategic 
part of the world also resulting in an 
ever growing number of new project 
partners from Australia and the 
Middle East actively supporting our 
project.

Ps Glenn Rowbotham

For further information: 
-  coraglen1@gmail.com 
-  www.daylesfordcommunitychurch.com

Our Daylesford Community Church 
team is spearheading a new work 
somewhere within the Middle East. 
Please note that for security reasons 
we cannot identify the specific 
country in this report.

This new mission is establishing ‘The 
Great Southlands House of Prayer’, 
which is a Prayer and Missions Base 
and is a partnership project with local 
Middle Eastern congregations.

The new work has arisen as a result 
of a vision the Lord gave Ps Glenn 
Rowbotham whilst in the Daylesford 
House of Prayer (DHOP).

DHOP, which is a ministry of 
Daylesford Community Church is a 6 
day a week encounter based Prayer 
House, which has been operating 
since 2013. 

The major focus of our Middle 
Eastern missions’ base is to support 
local congregations in their mission 
work through night and day worship 
and prayer.

Another major component of our 
mission is to provide a base where 
believers from Australia can easily 
step into working alongside local 
believers in gospel outreach ministry.

In this part of the world the outreach 
includes work with many new 
immigrants from the former Soviet 
Union. 

Many of these new immigrants 
are very poor with very few social 
connections and are very welcoming 
of practical love expressed through 
the friendship Christians offer.

Other groups’ where significant work

Archeological dig on location

Banner
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isan projects thailand it has made to the individual village 
community. 

A significant part of the community 
project is ongoing outreach in 
sharing the Gospel.

With much excitement, this year 
we have commenced with our first 
church plant in Suwannakhuha.
Seeing Elderlies and children alike 
come to worship reminds us of our 
purpose in Isan.

There is much joy in witnessing all 
of our sponsored children come 
to Christ each making a massive 
transformation.

In November 2015 Dr. Barry Chant 
visited Isan, who encouraged and 
brought about a fresh challenge 
to the local Thai team in being 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. It 
meant so much having Barry with us.

Ps JT Young

For further information: 
-  joongyoung@gmail.com 
-  www. Isanprojects.org

From Dr Barry Chant

Jesus often used seeds, trees and 
vineyards as illustrations of the 
kingdom of God. The Kingdom 
of heaven is like seed, he said 
(Matthew 13:31) or like a man sowing 
seed (Mark 4:26). It often starts small 
and apparently insignificant, but it is 
loaded with life.

My impression of the work JT and 
Queenie Young are doing in Isan is 
just like that: small at the moment, 
but very much alive. It was a delight 
to see how from the beginning, JT 
has set high standards and is going 
about the work in a professional 
manner. Resources are slim but they 
are making good use of what they 
have. JT is building a great team 
and the power of the Holy Spirit is 
manifest.

I met a gorgeous group of children 
who were full of fun and eager to 
learn about Jesus. I met elderly 
people who were grateful that 
someone cared for them. And 
co-workers who were prepared to 
sacrifice for the kingdom. The work 
in Isan is in its infancy but knowing 
JT as I do and having seen what is 
happening there, I am living in daily 
expectation of great things in the 
future.

Dr Barry Chant

Isan Projects were founded in 2012 
by Ps JT Young to support the work 
of reaching out to the vulnerable, 
neglected and the abandoned in 
North-eastern Thailand.

A vision to restore hope to orphans, 
neglected children, and the 
abandoned elderlies.

Although different in age and activity, 
we have come to realise that in Isan, 
they were co-dependent. The young 
needed the old to be cared for, and 
the old lived for the young.

After many years of research and 
coming to realise the poverty and 
socially unjust, Suwannakhuha, a 
northern district of Nong Bua Lamphu 
province was chosen, and Sunshine 
Foundation (a local Thai Foundation) 
was established working throughout 
all its communities, one village at a 
time. 

We are able to support in the 
enrichment of orphans, neglected 
children and the abandoned 
elderlies with their educational needs, 
food and medical.

We strived to reach out and improve 
the lives of the abandoned and 
neglected in a manner that is 
responsible and sustainable. 

This led to some projects that were

initiated namely the Elderly Program, 
Children Program, Sustainability 
Projects, and Community Projects.

The Elderly Program consists of 
a Food Pack Distribution offering 
support to the neglected, abandoned 
elderlies with a monthly food ration. 
We have seen a direct impact made 
to the lives of many of the elderly.

The Children program assists 
orphans and neglected children 
from socioeconomically stressed 
families to remain in school, helping 
with medical and nutrition needs. We 
believe that through education one 
can break the poverty cycle. A life 
skills development program is also 
taught.

Sustainability projects involve helping 
elderlies and those in poverty in 
individual projects to generate extra 
income, and the Community projects 
consist of both local community and 
outreach programs.

This entails in giving back to a 
community that is stricken with 
poverty assisting those in need, 
repairing of homes and establishing 
hope. 

We have since assisted in the 
rebuilding of homes damaged by a 
storm and have seen the impact
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a nation calling out for mission

Along the way we stopped at a 
number of churches that are District 
Anchors under the TA banner. Over 
fabulous Timor coffee and food 
(read rice) we heard their stories of 
courage and faith with hardship and 
persecution and the move of God 
that is now over the nation. The Lord 
allowed us to minister wonderfully to 
them and their families.

Once in Suai, Ps Sam organised a 
meeting with one of the Village Chiefs 
and there are many around Suai. 
With Ps Sam as our interpreter we 
met and it was explained we were 
representing churches in Australia 
and looking at the possibility to come 
to Suai to help the people. 

With insight, the Chief told us of the 
issues and needs facing his people, 
both now and in the future, and how 
he felt we could help, in particular 
for the youth. God opened the door 
to his heart and we could see the 
Spirit upon him as he said “Come, 
Come, you come now and help 
my people”. We thanked him and 
prayed with him for God’s peace 
and presence upon him and his 
people. God had answered our 
prayer for a “Man of Peace” in Suai.

We continued to meet with national 
and international Pastors in the 
following days across many of the 
Districts of TL and saw the incredible 
things that God is doing in the nation, 
all the time the Lord was speaking to

our hearts about the nation and 
giving us opportunities to minister, 
pray and encourage all those we 
met. Many hard years have been 
done by those who have faithfully 
sown their lives for the Kingdom’s 
sake in Timor. They have broken the 
hard ground and sown the seed. 
‘Today is the day of harvest, you will 
harvest where you have not sown’ 
we were told repeatedly.

We saw the obvious move of God 
and the harvest that is taking place, 
with accompanying signs, wonders 
and miracles, just like the Book of 
Acts. Most of the work is through 
church planting in cities and house 
churches in villages, with teaching 
English and computing being the leg 
into the community.

These works are now being 
pioneered and led by youth and 
young nationals, because 60% of the 
population is under 25 years. There 
is ongoing support, training and 
leadership development from the 
internationals.

With many invitations from those we 
met and many signs from the Lord of 
His faithfulness to those He is giving 
the call to. These spies are returning 
with a good report saying ‘We should 
go up and possess the land of Cova 
Lima, for we can certainly do it’.

Ps Nathan Bargerbos

In May 2015, Ps Rick Seaward, 
Victory Family Centre, Singapore 
was the keynote speaker at the 
Victorian State Conference. Sensing 
an affinity with the CRC, Ps Seaward 
extended an invitation to the CRC 
Churches International to come to 
Timor Leste (TL) and join the work of 
bringing Christ to this nation.

The invitation was specifically to 
become an Anchor for the District 
known as Cova Lima, in the far 
south western corner of the nation, 
adjoining the Timor Sea and the 
Indonesian border.

So Ps Stephen West and I were sent 
to Timor Leste to spy out the land. 
We arrived and were met by Ps 
Samuel Cockett. Sam and his wife 
Lorna are from the First AOG Hawaii 
and have been in mission in TL for

nine years ministering in Luro, Los 
Palos District.

Ps Sam is also the Field Director for 
the Transformation Alliance (TA) in 
TL, providing leadership and support 
to all of the TA missions that are on 
the ground in TL and manages a TA 
guesthouse in Dili.

TA has a missions gaol in TL to help 
all churches/movements to bring 
Christ to the nation by any/all means 
including church planting, education, 
medical, and business development. 
It’s the Body of Christ together 
touching this nation.

The next day we set out for Cova 
Lima District’s capital Suai. It was 
138 kms and took us 9 hours driving 
time in a 4wd due to the extremely 
poor and harsh road conditions. 



15PULSE ISSUE 2, 201614

updates from around the 
world: colombo project
Pouring concrete through the night is 
moving the Colombo Project forward 
at an encouraging pace.

The project is the construction of 
a new building for CRC Churches 
International in the capital of Sri 
Lanka, Colombo.

This is a much needed and exciting 
step forward for our CRC movement 
in the Sub-Continent.

It is a part of fulfilling the CRC goal 
of reaching the nations with the 
life-transforming message of Jesus 
Christ.

Buddhism is the major religion in Sri 
Lanka and in many places there is 
overt opposition towards the Christian 
Community.

Lord the CRC purchased 500 
square metres of land in an excellent 
location for $280,000 including all 
costs and taxes.

In late 2015 work began to construct 
a multi story multi use building. 

The facilities will provide general 
space for a range of CRC activities 
including an operational centre of the 
movement in Sri Lanka.

Although the contractors faced 
delays due to very heavy 
unseasonal rains, it is now moving 
ahead very well.

The current project will be a ground 
level and a first floor and second 
floor and a terrace roof for general 
activities. This is ‘phase one’ of 
what will eventually be a five-story 
building.

The concrete pour for the first 
floor took place on April 1 and the 
concrete pour for the second floor 
took place on June 16. The roof 
terrace will be the third and final 
concrete pour.

It is thrilling to see another major step 
forward as the International CRC 
Movement have united in vision, faith 
and support to build this new facility.

The overall cost of the Colombo 
Project  is in the vicinity of $600,000.

We are very grateful for the wonderful 
financial support we have already

received across the CRC movement. 
It has been fantastic.

However, we still need a further 
$130,000 in gifts or promises to 
cover the entire cost.

If you would like to assist in some 
way, please speak to your pastor.

The planned completion date for the 
building is early 2017.

Ps Neil Milne

There is often strong resistance 
against Christians obtaining a facility 
to use for worship and other activities.

In Colombo our CRC Church 
has faced several hurdles and 
challenges even seeking to rent a 
facility. So, for many years there has 
been discussion about the need to 
obtain permanent facilities.

A number of years ago this need 
and challenge were presented to our 
entire CRC movement as a major 
International Project.

It has taken some time to acquire 
land, raise funds and get the 
approvals needed. As with any 
major city, land prices are high.

In a wonderful provision from the

Construction of the building

Finished project view




