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This issue of the Pulse has a major 
focus on the work of CRC Churches 
International in Asia. 

After reading through this issue I am 
greatly encouraged by all the work God 
is doing through his people in multiple 
countries throughout the continent of 
Asia.

The different types of work undertaken 
by people including, planting churches, 
running English classes, sharing God’s 
Word, and helping people in need, are 
all very inspiring to read about.

Isaiah 6:8 says: Then I heard the voice 
of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? 
And who will go for us?” And I said, 
“Here am I. Send me!”

The news items and articles included 
in this edition of Pulse show how men 
and women throughout the world 
have applied this verse to their own 
lives. They have all made the conscious 
decision to go wherever God would send 
them.

As you read through the stories and 
experiences shared throughout the next 
pages I encourage you to think about 
the call of God on your life and where he 
may be sending you.

Mikaela Groom 
Editor of Pulse

If you would like a printed copy of Pulse, 
they are available via the CRC missions 
office at $1.20 each plus postage.

 From the Australian 
Missions Director,
PS MIKE CRONIN
We praise God for the generosity of 
our Australian CRC people to others 
in need.

In March this year cyclone Pam 
caused vast devastation in Vanuatu. 
Within a week of this Ps Greg Crome, 
Field Supporter for Vanuatu, was on 
the scene giving support to Ps Remy 
Adams, the National CRC Leader 
in Vanuatu. Ps Greg helped assess 
the needs and gave invaluable 
initial support to the people as they 
grappled with the destruction.

An appeal was made to our CRC 
churches and support came from 
New Zealand and Papua New Guinea 
as well as a total of over $43,000 
from Australian CRC Churches.

We gained excellent assistance from 
Ps Steve Blake and his organisation
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 From the Australian 
Missions Director,
PS MIKE CRONIN
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Within a week of this Ps Greg Crome, 
Field Supporter for Vanuatu, was on 
the scene giving support to Ps Remy 
Adams, the National CRC Leader 
in Vanuatu. Ps Greg helped assess 
the needs and gave invaluable 
initial support to the people as they 
grappled with the destruction.

An appeal was made to our CRC 
churches and support came from 
New Zealand and Papua New Guinea 
as well as a total of over $43,000 
from Australian CRC Churches.

We gained excellent assistance from 
Ps Steve Blake and his organisation

Liberty for the Nations in getting 
cheap building and roofing materials 
delivered to Port Vila (the capital 
city). Ps Steve is a friend of Ps Bill 
Brill, CRC Pastor in Nelson Bay, NSW, 
and has been closely involved in 
Vanuatu for many years. Liberty for 
the Nations has done an amazing 
amount of work helping the people 
in need in Vanuatu.

A building team from Ps Bill Brill’s 
church visited Vanuatu and helped to 
rebuild homes and other community 
facilities. See pages 12 and 13 for 
a report from Ps Remy Adams on 
the work of this team. Consequently 
people who were in desperate need 
and with little hope now have new 
or renewed homes. There is still 
much to be done but great things 
are being achieved by us working 
cooperatively together. It is in this 
unity that the blessing of God flows.

Thank you so much to everyone for 
your generosity to help our brothers 
and sisters in need.
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The Traillblazer, Tony Smits Bible 
College course was developed by 
Ps Tony Smits. It started as the CRC 
Video Bible School where Tony’s 
teachings were recorded and sent 
out to many developing ministries to 
help with foundational teachings of 
the CRC. 

Ps. Ian Traill, Founder of Traillblazer 
Ministries, came to the Lord under 
the teaching and leading of Tony 
Smits. Ian was given permission 
by Tony to establish a free Internet 
study course using his notes and 
recordings. Since then they have 
reached into around 50 countries.

Tony’s notes are translated into 
Chinese, French, Pakistani and are 
being translated in Indian. Their 
Ministry’s call is to look for the 
men and women of God who will 
become the future leaders of the

Church and to train them in all 
areas of leadership with an eye 
on them planting a church with a 
Bible teaching component, for the 
equipping of the saints. 

Ian is in central China where he has 
experienced some growth and has 
planted many home church groups.

They began with establishing 
English training centres which in 
turn become a Bible study group 
and then to a home church.

They have been training around 200 
teachers who are starting training 
schools at this very moment.

These training groups are as small 
as 10 people but up to 400 so the 
work in China is developing.

In July they will run Summer 
training schools for children. 
Traillblazer Ministries welcome 
people to come into China for 
one to four weeks, to help with 
these children and the overall 
development of the Kingdom. 

TRAILLBLAZER 
MINISTRIES, CHINA
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It was a delight to attend the CRC 
Pastors and Leaders Conference in 
Palawan, Philippines from the 13-
17th of April. I was honoured to be a 
speaker and I enjoyed my time with 
everyone.

The theme of the Conference was 
“The Nations.”

During one of my sessions I spoke 
about understanding our adversary 
and his schemes. Here’s a few points 
from what I shared: 
- Our adversary knows that every   
  Word of God comes to pass. 
- Our adversary knows he is finished     
  when the gospel has been 
  preached throughout all the 
  nations. 
- Our adversary is determined to 
  make the Great Commission 
  become the great omission.

A Youth Conference was held at the 
same time and in the same place as 
the Pastors and Leaders Conference. 
I enjoyed sharing with the youth. 
It was pleasing to see how many 
attended and I especially enjoyed 
the informal discussion times 
with them, answering their many 
questions.

It was great to have the marines 
from the local base visit us to see 
if everyone was safe and sound. 
We enjoyed some time with them 
and shared some lunch together. 
Unfortunately they wouldn’t let me 
take a closer look at their guns.

Throughout the conference I was 
inspired by the different pastors 
and leaders, as I heard their various 
stories and testimonies, and was 
encouraged by their persistance in 
the face of many challenges.

The CRC National Leadership team, 
consisting or Pr Allan Manzanilla, 
Pr Peter Hauje and Pr Melvin 
Sotomayer, are doing a great job 
in spearheading the work in the 
Philippines. I would like to express 
my appreciation to Pr Melvin and his 
team in Palawan for their wonderful 
hospitality and the great job they 
did in hosting the conference.

I look forward to my next trip to the 
Philippines in September this year.

Ps Mike Groom 
Senior Pastor at Adelaide Christian 
Centre

PHILIPPINES 
NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE
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THE MISSIONAL 
PERSPECTIVE OF THE 
CHURCH IN ITS OBLIGATION 
TO CARRY OUT THE GREAT 
COMMISSION

Excerpt of Ps Barry Silverback’s 
message at the CRC Pastors and  
Leaders Conference in the 
Philippines.

There are five Biblical distinctives 
that set the foundation of a 
missional perspective: 
- The Church is sent by JESUS CHRIST 
  (John 17:18; 20:21, Luke 9:2; Matt 
  28:19–20; Acts 1:8) 
- The Church is sent with the CROSS 
  (1 Cor 1:18, Eph 2:16, Col 2:14, 1 
  Pet 2:24, 2 Cor 5:17–24) 
- The Church is sent in COMMUNITY 
  (Acts 2:42–47; 5:42; John 13:34–35; 
  1 John 3:16–17) 
- The Church is sent to every 
  CULTURE (John 1:14; Matt 20:28; 
  Acts 17:22–34; Luke 5:29) 
- The Church is sent for THE KING 
  AND HIS KINGDOM (Matt 10:7; 
  25:34; Luke 4:43; Rev 11:15–17; Jer 
  10:7; John 18:36) 

THE CROSS 
Luke 19:10. Jesus accomplished 
salvation through the cross. By dying 
on the cross, He paid the penalty 
for sin and satisfied God’s wrath. 
According to Scripture, without the 
cross, there is no salvation, no

forgiveness, and no hope; because 
of the cross, there is eternal life. 
The mission and message of Jesus 
surround the cross. 1 Cor. 1:18.

THE COMMUNITY  
Jesus loves the church and He 
gave His life to redeem the church.
Community exists for mission! 
Christians together are to bring the 
gospel to the world. The church is 
called to do the work of Christ, to 
be the means of his action in and 
for the world: Mission. Those who 
belong to Jesus are called, here and 
now, in the power of the Spirit, to be 
agents of that mission. It is to be the 
whole community (the church) who 
is to be engaged in mission. 

CULTURE 
If man is to be reached, he must 
be reached within his own culture.
This principle is observed when God 
became a man, in the form of Jesus, 
to come to earth and incarnate the 
gospel (incarnate = Jesus became 
man). God’s people are to take 
steps to reach people with the 
gospel message in the context 
of the surrounding culture. This 
means presenting the message of 
Christ’s death in an understandable 
way. This also means going to the 
nations, the ‘ethne’ – all peoples, 
tongues, nation, in every generation.

THE KING & HIS KINGDOM 
The Kingdom was central to Jesus’ 
message and mission. The book of 
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Acts ends with Paul, under house 
arrest in Rome, “proclaiming the 
kingdom of God and teaching 
about the Lord Jesus Christ with all 
boldness and without hindrance” 
(Acts 28:31). Christians are sent 
to proclaim the Gospel of the 
Kingdom so that others may enter 
the Kingdom. The church is pointing 
beyond itself to the Kingdom of God. 
Both the Kingdom and the church 
are always in the mind of God the 
Father and Jesus the Savior King. 
Christ’s triumph over death and hell 
is significant to both THE CHURCH as 
well as HIS KINGDOM.

MISSIONAL OR ATTRACTIONAL? 
The church needs to rethink and 
redefine the nature of the church 
and create a new paradigm in which 
churches are seen as missional in 
nature - instead of attractional in 
nature. Churches are attempting 
to attract people through church 
programs. Churches should instead 
take the gospel outside of the 
church and engage society with the 
gospel, often by being involved, not 
only in missions and evangelism, 
but also in social and humanitarian 
aspects consistent with the Gospel. 

Jesus told us to go into all the world 
and be his ambassadors but many 
churches today have inadvertently 
changed the “go and be” command 
to a “come and see” appeal. Sadly 
the church has grown attached to 
buildings, programs, staff and a

wide variety of goods and services 
designed to attract and entertain 
people. Missional is a helpful term 
used to describe what happens 
when we replace the “come to us” 
invitations with a “go to them.”

THERE NEEDS TO BE A MISSIONAL 
SHIFT IN THINKING: 
- From programs to processes 
- From demographics to discernment 
- From models to missions 
- From attractional to incarnational 
- From uniformity to diversity 
- From professional to passionate 
- From seating to sending 
- From decisions to disciples 
- From additional to exponential 
- From monuments to movements 
- From services to service 
- From ordained to the ordinary 
- From organizations to organism 

The church is sent to take the gospel 
to the world. The church exists for 
mission: to announce to the world 
that Jesus is both Saviour and Lord. 
Mission defines the church as God’s 
sent people. Either we are defined 
by mission or we reduce the scope 
of the gospel and the mandate of 
the church.
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The Gospel of Christ is spreading 
rapidly in Cambodia at the present 
time.

In fact the growth of Christianity in 
this traditionally Buddhist nation is 
now the 10th fastest growth rate in 
the world.

Cambodia is now rapidly developing 
in the economy and infrastructure 
after the devastation of the Pol Pot 
era in the 1970’s.

There is a strong national vision to 
have a church in every village of the 
nation.

The Cambodian congregation in 
South Eastern Christian Centre, 
Endeavour Hills is very much 
committed to being a part of 
fulfilling this national vision for the 
Gospel in Cambodia.

South Eastern Christian Centre is now 
conducting leadership training twice 
a year in 3 locations in Cambodia. 

Leadership training together with 
humanitarian aid in the form of 
water filters (which have a major 
effect on health), and sponsored 
English classes for those unable to 
pay (significantly help people gain 
future employment), is opening 
doors for the Gospel.

Through all of these programs and 
exposure to the Gospel, people are 
being born again and coming into 
the church.

Missionary Ps Rebecca Hartskeerl 
from SECC has now been in 
Cambodia for a year.

Her focus for the first year was on 
language study in Phnom Penh, the 
capital of Cambodia.

She is now moving to Maung 
Russey, a country town, to support 
the ministry in the church there 
which is affiliated with CRC.

She is also regularly visiting and 
assisting in another dynamic church 
in Kampong Chhnang. 

CAMBODIA

Capital: Phnom Penh

Population: 15,205,539 (2013) 

Area: 181, 035 km2

Life expectancy at birth: 71.4
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Ps Rebecca Hartskeerl with people from a rural village who have just 
received water filters. Eight people were born again in the village that 
day.

First graduation of the English School in Maung Russey, Cambodia.
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I was able to visit Myanmar in March 
2015 with Ps Gregg Manego and 
Jeremy Steel.

We enjoyed conducting three 
Leadership Ministry Training Schools 
(LMTS) in three provinces/states of 
Myanmar.

The first LMTS was held for three 
days in Ps Andrew’s church in the 
city of Mandalay.

Most of the attendees were younger 
people, which I believe is very 
significant as they are the emerging 
leaders for the future in the work in 
that nation.

The second LMTS was held in a 
city in the north-eastern part of 
Myanmar which borders China

SHORT-TERM 
MYANMAR TRIP

(approximately 100 miles from the 
Chinese border).

This is the fifth LMTS that I have held 
there and this time it was with a 
much more diverse group of pastors 
and leaders from different churches.

Ps Gregg and Jeremy spoke in the 
afternoon sessions and I took all the 
morning sessions.

The delegates were very hungry and 
attentive and extremely willing to 
be taught.

They commented afterwards that 
they have not received this kind of 
teaching before and they have asked 
us to return.

We had the privilege to drive some 
distance from the city to visit a tribal 
village of the Hu’Mong Tribe people.

Some of them were dressed in their 
traditional dress and I was invited 
to share the Word in their church 
building. 

We were able to see some of 
the graduates from our previous 
Evangelism Discipleship Schools that 
we have conducted in other parts of 
Myanmar.

We were also able to see graduates 
from Shiloah Bible College in 
Mandalay which Ps Andrew 
pioneered and oversees.

It was so encouraging to see those

that had been trained now actively 
engaging in ministry to the tribal 
people of the interior of Myanmar. 

The third LMTS was conducted in a 
more northern central city that was 
also not far from the Chinese border.

This was my first visit to this 
province and city and it was a 
searching out time as well as 3 days 
of teaching.

This attracted a great number of 
Christian women leaders who are 
passionately committed to sharing 
the Gospel of God with others 
and who are very active in their 
respective churches.

The younger men were very hungry 
for God and some of them, as 
well as the women, go into China 
and stay some weeks/months 
evangelising and sharing the good 
news about Jesus. This means that 
we have some small influence into 
China through the teaching of the 
Word of God.

The preparation and coordination 
of this LMTS was a little down but 
we have received an offer by a key 
pastor who will coordinate the next 
one.

I spoke in the churches on Sundays 
and Ps Gregg and Jeremy taught 
and stayed with the students in 
the Evangelism Discipleship School  
(EDTS), which was in session.
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of this LMTS was a little down but 
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one.

I spoke in the churches on Sundays 
and Ps Gregg and Jeremy taught 
and stayed with the students in 
the Evangelism Discipleship School  
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We conduct two of these 3-month 
full-time live in schools and they 
are proving to be highly successful 
in terms of producing passionate 
people (male and female) entering 
into ministry in the interior of 
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Ps David Wright is also an integral 
part of the EDTS and the LMTS and is 
currently in Myanmar teaching.

We were blessed to also see the 
new Early Learning Centre building 
for children, which Port Life Church 
has established there.

Ps Barry Silverback 
International Missions Director for 
CRC Churches International

Usual public transport in Myanmar

Myatchina before teaching session
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A team from Nelson Bay arrived in 
Vanuatu on Wednesday 20th May; 
there were 9 men (Ps. Bill Brill, 
James, Steve, James, Brice, Willem, 
Brent, Kevin and John). They were 
here for two weeks to rebuild and to 
be a hand of hope to the nation.

Thank you for the ‘Liberty for the 
Nations’ ministry led by Ps. Steve 
Blake for providing the roofing 
sheets, timber and the screws for 
rebuilding our Nation in cooperation 
with Nelson Bay people and CRC 
Churches International.

The team completed some work 
in the “Community School” in 
the Prema area where they were 
accommodated.

On Thursday 21st they started 
to rebuild some houses of our 
members in Port-Vila.

Here are some of the houses that 
they have been working on to 
rebuild the roofs:

Sr Riny’s home: widow of 5 
children who was very happy that 
the team could rebuild her roof.

Deacon Roby’s house: one of the 
church leaders.

On Monday 25th May the team hired 
a big truck to deliver the roofing and 
timber for Emau island where the 
cyclone had caused great damage.
We were working in 3 villages 
(Mapua, Mangarongo and Marou) 
and we delivered 100 sheets of iron 
and timber to each village. We were 
also able to donate second-hand 
clothing. The Chiefs and the people 
of each village were very happy and 
expressed their appreciation with 
the hanging of flowers to welcome

VANUATU 
UPDATE AFTER 
CYCLONE PAM
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our team and through the 
preparation of food from the island 
with tears of joy. 

They said it was the first time they 
ever received help this big and they 
said this was a great need for the 
people in the villages since Cyclone 
Pam damaged their homes.

Our team was able to rebuild the 
home of this widowed mother 
and her disabled daughter. Their 
home was completely destroyed by 
Cyclone Pam.

Since the cyclone they slept in very 
bad conditions. The mother was very 
happy that she and her daughter 
could have a good home to live in 
again.

Things still in progress:

1 - CRC church in Port Vila to rebuild.
The roofing sheets, timber and 
screws have been delivered to the 
church and we are just waiting to 
purchase more materials to start the 
work.

2 - Our preschool to rebuild. The 
roofing sheets, timber and screws 
have been delivered and we are 
now waiting for more materiels to 
start the work.

3-  We have a lot of roofing sheets 
and timber to deliver to Takara, 
a village in the North of Port-Vila 
which was badly damaged. We 
are still waiting for Jone Blake to 
confirm the date, because their truck 
is on the service.

On behalf of CRC Vanuatu, I would 
like to take this opportuny to thank 
all of our CRC families, Liberty for 
the Nations, Ps Steve Blake and all 
of the Nelson Bay team led by Ps 
Bill Brill.

Thank you all for helping to rebuild 
our nation, and by being an 
encouragement and a hand of hope 
to the needy.

Thank you for all your prayers.

Ps Remy Adams 
Senior Pastor at Port Vila Church
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UPDATES FROM AROUND THE WORLD
We want to see lives transformed, 
people delivered, lives touched and 
souls saved into God’s kingdom. 

We are pleased to announce our two 
guest speakers for the international 
youth Jamboree: Ps. Barry Silverback 
(International missions director) and 
Ps. Mark Tobias (New Zealand CRC 
national Leader).

We are looking forward to hearing 
these two great men of God share 
their hearts, life and experiences to 
our young people.

Excerpt from Gateway Tabernacle of 
Worship Newsletter January - April 
2015

International Youth Jamboree 
Preparation - Solomon Islands

Time is catching up on us. The 
International Youth Jamboree is 
just around the corner and our 
preparation is underway with 
drama, dance, choir, music practice 
and building.

We can’t wait to see what God is 
going to do during the week-long 
youth jamboree.

We are expecting 300 to 400 youths 
in and around Honiara, and also 
from the provinces.

This is going to be an exciting event 
for the CRC youth in the Solomon 
Island.

I believe God has a specific word 
for this generation for them to 
recognize the call of God upon their 
lives and to go forth into their dark 
communities to be a shining light.

We are exceedingly thankful to the 
Lord in advance for souls to come to 
Christ.

I would like to call upon our 
International CRC Family around 
the globe to continue to uphold 
this coming International Youth 
Jamboree in prayer.
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Market Evangelism - Philippines

On the first Sunday of March after 
the church service we took our 
congregation members out to the 
nearby market.

At the market we held an open air 
gospel meeting.

One of our members was able 
to testify about his salvation 
experience.

Pastor Margarito Bartolome who 
is assisting me in our church was 
then able to share a short gospel 
message.

After the preaching we went to give 
out gospel tracts to the people.

We have scheduled for these open 
air gospel meetings to be done 
every first Sunday of the month.

Please keep us in your prayers for 
good results.

Excerpt from CMGO Balut Newsletter 
March 2015

Early Learning Mobile School 
(ELMS) - Papua New Guinea

Praise God for answered prayer 
and the work God is doing in the 
expansion of the ELMS ministry.

The team has grown from 3 to 9 
members. Judah & Grace had a baby 
girl in December 2014. Madeleine 
came back, married to Jerry. We also 
have 3 graduates from last years 
Bible College. Wendy, Bethel staff, 
has joined us part time.

This year we registered 52 students, 
still more coming. The first day of 
school we had 36 students. We have 
2 classes, 4-5 and 6-7 year olds.

We moved our school further into 
the Tete Settlement. We are on a 
vacant block of land. The owner 
is very happy for us to use it. The 
people are very helpful; they cleared 
the land and now they are offering 
to build us a toilet. 

Excerpt from Sue Wither’s 
Newsletter April 2015




