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Our final edition of Pulse Magazine 
for 2016 places a focus on CRC 
missionaries in various nations around 
the world.

There are many CRC missionaries 
currently serving in many countries, five of 
which are included in this issue of Pulse.

Rachelle Hardy, Vegena Bowering, Peter 
Hauje and family, Enoch Hageyo and 
Warwick Hughes have all written articles 
that are featured on the following pages.

After reading through these articles I am 
greatly inspired by the work of these 
missionaries and their willingness to 
follow God wherever he may lead them.

Matthew 16:24 says: Then Jesus told his 
disciples, ‘If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me’.

This verse is a great reminder that our 
lives are not our own, but that they belong 
to someone greater than ourselves.

Let us all be inspired by the work God is 
doing through not only the missionaries 
included in this edition of Pulse, but by all 
our CRC missionaries who are currently 
serving and who have done so in the 
past.

Mikaela Groom 
Editor of Pulse

If you would like a printed copy of Pulse, 
they are available via the CRC missions 
office at $1.20 each plus postage.

From the Australian Missions Director, 
Ps Mike Cronin
Global missions happens because 
there are people who leave their 
comfort zones to go and cross 
cultures and countries to reach other 
people with the good news of Jesus.

In this issue of Pulse we share the 
stories of some of these heroes/
heroines, our CRC missionaries.
We greatly honour and value these 
people who are investing their lives in 
global missions.

Although CRC people in Australia 
and New Zealand have contributed 
significantly to global missions, PNG 
has sent out our largest group of 
missionaries - particularly into the 
Asia Pacific region.

Bethel Centre, Port Moresby, publish 
a Prayer Bulletin of CRC Missionaries 
providing information on the current 

PNG missionaries. If you would like to 
receive this bulletin by email, contact 
the Australian CRC Missions Office 
(info@crcmissions.org).

Short term missions teams also 
contribute greatly to global missions, 
particularly those who are well trained 
and make regular commitments to the 
same field over many years.

If you haven’t read the story of our 
pioneer missionary statesman, Ps 
Barry Silverback, who has led the way 
for CRC churches to be involved in 
global missions, turn to the back page 
to find out where you can get a copy 
of the book ‘Papa Barry’.

May the Christ of Christmas, who is 
the focus of our missions endeavours, 
be evermore real to you at this 
Christmas time and throughout 2017.
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Rachelle Hardy Missionary Profile
As a missionary from Australia to 
Papua New Guinea I perform the 
following roles:

-  Vice Principal of the World Missions   
   Faith Training School in Papua New   
   Guinea at Bethel Centre 
-  Oversee the curriculum for WMFTS 
   Schools in India and the 
   Philippines 
-  Lecturing, mentoring, admin 
   work, accompanying students 
   on community ministry and other 
   responsibilities related to the school 
   in Bethel 
-  Missions Committee member:     
   helping with missions activities,    
   promotions and presentations at 
   Bethel Church 

-  Other responsibilities related to 
   administration and ministry at 
   Bethel Centre

One of the main challenges I face as 
a missionary is to stay faithful every 
day to God’s calling on my life and 
not to lose focus of that in the midst of 
daily service and the pressures and 
unexpected things that happen in life. 

The Lord has helped me and He 
continues to help me overcome this 
by the wonderful team of leaders 
and people that I work with both at 
Bethel and the other nations.

I am privileged to serve with all of 
these people.

World Missions Faith Training School students Rachelle with her namesake ‘Hardy’ With Joy Momia, missionary to Philippines

And so as much as I love my own 
family and sometimes wish I could 
be around them - I know that living 
my life and calling in obedience to 
the Lord will guarantee God’s care 
and provision over those things that I 
have surrended to him. 

For anyone who may feel that God 
is calling them to missionary service, 
I would encourage them to be 
proactive to follow after that call.

To do all they can to make sure they 
do not get distracted.

To talk to many people who have 
been or who are missionaries and 
hear their stories, experiences and 
how God called them to the place 
where they left home to serve Him.

They are my family in Christ and their 
own obedience and joyful service to 
the Lord is a motivator for me.

I love serving Jesus wherever I am 
and whomever I serve and live with. 

One of the most important things I 
have learnt as a missionary is that 
whatever is foreign to me in the 
places where I serve (e.g. culture, 
mindsets and ways of thinking, 
language etc.), those things are not 
foreign to God.

The Holy Spirit knows intimately the 
things that I don’t know and He has 
steered and guided me through 
many situations. 

The Lord told me once ‘I love your 
family more than you do and I can 
look after them better than you can’.
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Vegena Bowering
Missionary from Australia to the 
Philippines

I am not in any specific role as a 
missionary; I do whatever is required. 
This involves many things within the 
local church, outreaches, regional 
churches and national churches 
such as, administration (my training), 
bible studies with mothers and 
young women, lecturing in the 
Bible School (PSOM) and Mission 
School (WMFTS), and discipling and 
mentoring young leaders.

It’s interesting that the main 
challenges as a missionary are not 
always the things you would expect. 
It can be the small everyday issue 
of toilet and bathing. You would 
think that after six years you would 
get used to it but I still forget to take 
toilet paper with me everywhere 
sometimes.

On another level no one ever tells 
you about the constant heartache of 
saying goodbye. You have visiting 
teams and they are with you for 
an intense week where you make 
connections and then they are 
gone. You make connections more 
intensely on the field as it’s a shifting, 
changing environment with people 
moving in and out of your life more 
often than back home.

total head adjustment to what my 
mission would be. In my melt down 
my sister (Sondra Steel also a CRC 
Missionary) called me and she told 
me to take a breath. These words I 
will always remember and cherish: 
‘Let go of all your expectations and 
let God lead you’. This has carried 
me and given me endurance 
through the difficult times. 

Throw expectations out the window 
and come with an open mind and 
an open hand willing to do whatever 
is needed, whenever it’s needed, 
and by whoever needs it with 
God right beside you all the way 
equipping you.

For anyone who feels called to 
missionary service, don’t let fear 
stop you. There are many things 
to consider when you think about 
missions but the blessings far

outweigh the perceived challenges. 

Ps Barry often shares this quote: 
‘If you cannot see far ahead – go 
as far as you can see’. You might 
not know the exact calling, place, 
time etc. but you don’t need all the 
answers to start the journey. You just 
need to start, ask questions, seek 
confirmation from leaders and those 
around you, and take steps towards 
becoming a missionary – study, 
train, be involved. It is so important 
to know that God’s timing is a 
process. You don’t just decide to be 
a missionary then pack your bags 
and go. God looks for those who 
are already doing and investing in 
missions at home. Earnestly seek the 
Lord and he will open and close the 
right doors for you according to his 
will, but you will never know unless 
you take the first steps.

For me I am a relational person; I feel 
deeply and make connections with 
people so it’s very hard emotionally 
to say goodbye so often. You have 
to say goodbye to your family 
more often than your heart can take 
and those phone calls, Skype etc. 
sometimes make it harder not easier. 
You have to say goodbye to your 
host family/friend/mission country 
to go for furlough and then leave 
‘home’ all over again. It all adds up, 
more than most people realize.

God is helping me in this area by 
teaching me to keep my heart soft 
while protecting it from being broken. 
We need to make connections and 
it would be easy to just become 
hardened and choose not to 
connect or form deep relationships. 
However, that for me would mean not 
caring, not loving and not investing 
in people and that’s what I feel being 
a missionary is all about; it’s loving 
people like Christ does.

The most important thing I have learnt 
as a missionary is to do without 
expectations – they will limit you, they 
will restrict you, they will cause you 
difficulty and pain.

I had been in the Philippines only 
a week into my first term and 
everything I had expected to happen 
just blew up without any warning. 
My accommodation, my position – I 
mean everything. I had to make a Evangelistic anniversary for Laguna churchVegena Bowering
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Peter Hauje Family Profile
We are pastoring a church in Pasig, 
Manila and at the same time, we are 
overseeing outreaches in Manila: 
Tondo, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig and 
Quezon City. 

We are also involved in the CRC 
Philippines and overseas.

Ps Peter is a missionary from Papua 
New Guinea and is on the National 
Executive of CRC Philippines and the 
Region Coordinator for Luzon. 

He also assists with training and 
mentoring in other nations such as

Myanmar and India. 

In addition to all of this, he has 
accompanied Ps Barry on visits to 
China as part of his Global Missions 
ministry. 

Ps Nelia is the national children’s 
ministry coordinator and is involved 
in not only the local churches 
but other regional churches for 
anniversaries, conferences missions 
awareness and other events. 

She has also had the opportunity to 
minister in Papua New Guinea

you genuinely and lovingly serve is 
also a challenge for us. 

The most important thing we have 
learnt as missionaries is this: love 
God and love people.

For anyone sensing the call of God 
in your life to become a missionary, 
do not neglect it. 

Follow and obey. He will surely open 
doors for it to happen. 

Lastly, it is important to connect 
with people that will inspire you and 
guide you to fulfill your desire to be a 
missionary.

recently and taught in the missions 
school in India. 

Our daughter Kristine is also very 
involved in the ministry. 

Kristine leads worship, and is a 
leader and mentor for the youth. 

As a family we minister as a team 
releasing and supporting each other 
in all aspects of the ministry.

One of the greatest challenges we 
face as missionaries is being away 
from our families; the loneliness we 
have to overcome at times. 

Being misunderstood by the people 
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Enoch Hageyo
Missionary from Papua New 
Guinea to Fiji

The CRC work in Fiji revolves around 
reaching out to Indo-Fijians.

The church I look after in Navua is 
located 45 minutes outside of Suva. 
As a church we follow the work of the 
CRC in Fiji and reach out to Indo-
Fijians in our community.

We have just started our youth 
program and currently have four 
youth.

We also hold house fellowships 
during the week, conduct visits to our 
local hospital, and follow up on those 
who are open to the word of God.

Spending time with God and 
engaging in cross-culture

evangelism have been my toughest 
challenges as a missionary.  

Someone once said that ‘the 
greatest hindrance to ministry to God 
is service for God’. 

I have failed many, many times but 
God has been helping me to find that 
extra time with Him.

In terms of cross-culture work, 
misunderstandings and trying to 
understand a different language can 
really drain your energy at times.

I thank God for our little congregation 
who have been helping a lot, 
especially with evangelism.

Some of our congregation speak 
Hindi so this helps a lot when 
presenting God to the lost and also 
during teaching in the church.

One of the most important missionary

lessons in leadership and faith. 

I am still learning but I wouldn’t have 
learnt all of these lessons if I were still 
at Bethel Papua New Guinea working 
under mum and dad and the rest of 
the leadership at Bethel. 

Anyone feeling the call to be a 
missionary should make time to talk 
to missionaries. 

If there are no missionaries within 
your area you should read about 
missionaries and their journey on the 
mission field.

You must also try to fully understand 
the cost of being a fulltime 
missionary. 

Lastly, you must truly know that God 
has called you and that being a 
missionary is a great opportunity to 
be part of what God is doing in the 
nations.

lessons I have learnt is having faith 
and really trusting God.

In 2008 my wife was diagnosed 
with tuberculosis just a month or so 
before we were going to get married 
in Papua New Guinea.

During this time I really trusted God 
to see my wife come through. She 
came through it well and we got 
married. 

Another example of when I really had 
to trust in God was in 2010 when I 
had my accident in Suva.

After recovering from the accident, I 
decided to return again for two terms 
after my accident. 

One term lasts for three years 
so I was committing to six years 
altogether. 

I knew God was still teaching me

Enoch and his wife Karewe Some members of CRC Navua’s congregationVisiting a Hindu couple
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Warwick Hughes
Missionary from New Zealand 
to Papua New Guinea

As a missionary the type of work I do 
is as follows:

-  I have been the principal of a bible 
   college for two years now 
-  I help in the running of World 
   Missions Faith Training School 
-  I teach in our bible college, 
   Missions Faith Training School and 
   our night bible school 
-  I counsel and mentor students 
-  I perform building and 
   maintenance work on our two 
   properties

-  I coordinate a team each week 
   that visits the local prison 
-  I’m on the Pastoral Oversight team 
-  I participate in practical ministry, 
   teaching and training in other 
   countries as and when needed

I have been on the mission field for 
22 years now. 

My wife Omega is from the mission 
field where I am. 

We have been married 13 years 
and we have two boys, Jethro and 
Warwick Jr.

Some of the main challenges I 
face as a missionary have been 
misunderstandings, and balancing

back to this in tough and demanding 
times. 

For anybody who is sensing that 
God may be calling them to be a 
missionary, go out on a short term 
missions trip. 

Go to a field and visit some of our 
missionaries and help them. Go see, 
feel and experience what it is like first 
hand for yourself.

I have a saying that goes like this: 
You won’t know unless you go. When 
you go you will know and you will 
grow. If you don’t go you won’t know 
and you won’t grow. And you might 
spend the rest of your life in regret not 
going.

ministry work demands and time with 
my family. 

By going to Father God in prayer 
and seeking His help and wisdom in 
dealing with these challenges God 
has helped me overcome them. 

The most important thing I have learnt 
as a missionary is to know your 
calling and to have something to 
remind me that it is God the Father’s 
will that I am on the mission field.

In my first years on the mission field 
during a prayer meeting, Father God 
clearly said to me that this is where 
you will settle down. This is where 
you will get married, and this is 
where I will bury you. I always come

Island ministry trip for principals conferenceCutting timber to repair a roof on the student staff mess Warwick with his wife and two sons
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International Leaders Gathering
On Tuesday the 4th and Wednesday 
the 5th of October the annual 
International Leaders Gathering for 
the CRC was held at South Eastern 
Christian Centre, Endeavour Hills, 
Melbourne. 

This year there were about 45 people 
present at the event.

This included Australian CRC Pastors 
who are very actively involved in 
global missions and the leaders

of our various nations - a growing 
group each year.

In addition to the Australian pastors 
present, we had leaders from New 
Zealand, Papua New Guinea, the 
Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji, the 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Uganda, 
Ghana, United Kingdom, Myanmar, 
China, India and Iraq. 

This is a very important gathering as 
it provides the most focused input

Powerful prayer for our national 
leaders and the nations represented 
in the annual event was a significant 
part of the International Leaders 
Gathering. 

Each year the International Leaders 
Gathering is gaining momentum and 
making a very positive contribution to 
the forward thrust of CRC Churches 
International.

Ps Mike Cronin

into the fulfilling of CRC International’s 
vision of ‘A presence in every nation 
by 2045’. 

New fields including Uganda, U.K., 
Brazil, Bolivia and China were all 
highlighted.

Discussions were held on the various 
challenges that are associated with 
being involved in global missions. 

Challenges such as, ‘The Highs and 
Lows of Self Supporting Ministry’, 
and ‘The Gospel and Humanitarian 
Aid’ were discussed. 

Updates From Around the World



To order a copy of ‘Papa Barry’ please visit:  
https://crcchurches.org/product/a-missionarys-journey-barry-silverback/


