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Pulse is the voice of CRC 
Missions International.

Contact us
Ps Mike Cronin 
Australian Missions Director 
CRC Churches International

PO Box 198 
Endeavour Hills 
Victoria 3802 
Australia

E: info@crcmissions.org 
P: +61 3 9700 2314

This issue of Pulse has a major focus on 
the work of CRC Churches International in 
Africa and South America.

I have enjoyed reading about all 
the work different people are doing 
throughout these two continents and 
am greatly encouraged to see people 
stepping out of their comfort zones to 
fulfil the work of God.

It is inspiring to read about people 
from all walks of life and from different 
countries coming together to achieve 
great things for God’s Kingdom. 

Matthew 28:19-20 says: Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.

This passage tells us very clearly that 
we must go out and make disciples of 
all nations. After reading through the 
articles in this edition of Pulse I am 
excited to hear the stories from many 
fields about more people coming to 
Christ through the work of people within 
the CRC and those they have connected 
with across the nations.

Mikaela Groom 
Editor of Pulse

If you would like a printed copy of Pulse, 
they are available via the CRC missions 
office at $1.20 each plus postage.

 

From the Australian Missions Director,
PS MIKE CRONIN

The writer to the Hebrews, after 
encouraging them to persevere 
and not shrink back, continues in 
Hebrews 10:39 saying, “But we are 
not of those who shrink back and 
are destroyed, but of those who 
believe and are saved.”

This is a fantastic position to take. I 
have personally found this to be a 
very encouraging confession: “I am 
not one of those who shrink back, 
but I believe and I am saved.”

Likewise, in global missions CRC 
Churches International is certainly 
not shrinking back, but by faith are 
moving forward.

In this issue of Pulse you will read 
about some of the new steps 
forward that CRC Pastors are taking

in the two vast continents of South 
America and Africa.

Join with the churches involved by 
praying for the various countries in 
these great continents.

It is time for many more people to 
know that the Christ of Christmas 
came to be sacrificed to take away 
their sins, and that He will appear 
a second time to bring salvation 
to those who are waiting for Him. 
Hebrews 9:28.

To all our Pulse readers may you 
rejoice in the abundant grace of 
God in sending Jesus at the first 
Christmas, and may you step 
forward into 2016 with bold steps of 
faith to extend the rule of Christ in 
this world.
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The Cross Outreach Church was 
established in Abuesi on the 19th of 
September 2001.

The church is located in Abuesi In 
the Shama District of the Western 
Region of Ghana.

Through this ministry under the 
leadership of Ps. John Boateng, God 
has blessed and touched a lot of 
lives in the area and the country.

Baptism session

THE CROSS OUTREACH CHURCH 
GHANA
Ps John Boateng has connected with 
CRC Churches International through 
Tony Smits Bible School as promoted 
by Ps Ian Traill.

He attended the International 
Peoples Convention in Adelaide in 
2014.

In August this year Ps Bill Vasilakis 
visited Ps John’s church in Ghana 
when he was in Accra for the Iron 
sharpens Iron Conference.

He drove 4 hours to get to Ps John’s 
home and had an amazing day with 
his church and outreach leaders.

Ps John is very keen on becoming 
part of CRC and we are in the 
process of building relationships for 
this to eventuate.

The vision of the ministry is to reach 
the unreached in the deprived areas 
of Ghana such as Essumankrom and 
Kinpyili.

These two areas, for example, 
are difficult to reach by churches 
because of accessibility and 
the people of the area being 
predominantly Muslims.

Other ministries throughout Ghana 
have forgotten these areas due to 
these difficulties.

Since the ministry began in 2001, it 
has seen over 950 people come to 
Christ through monthly crusades and 
house-to-house evangelism. 

Five churches have been planted 
and we have six pastors.

We have also established a bible 
school based on the Tony Smits 
teachings to train the pastors and 
leaders of the church as well as 
other churches.

Bible school

Annually we organize free health 
care for the people of the area. 

Evangelistic outreach event

The Cross Outreach Church has also 
started preparations to set up a 
Christian school by August 2016.

The spiritual climate in Ghana and in 
the areas our churches are planted 
is very receptive to the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and the field is ripe 
for harvest.

One of the main difficulties involves 
accessibility and figuring out how to 
reach some areas of Ghana with the 
gospel.

We believe the presence of CRC in 
Ghana will help us to reach all the 
unreached areas in the country and 
beyond, to plant churches, educate 
the people and win souls for Christ.

On behalf of our Ministries, we will 
love to thank Ps Bill Vasilakis, Ps 
Mike Cronin and all the families of 
the CRC for your prayers and love.

Ps John and Mercy N. Boateng
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and provided finances for the work 
of the ministry and we continue to 
give Him all the glory, for surely His 
heart is always for the orphan and 
the widow. 

James 1:27 says: Religion that God 
our Father accepts as pure and 
faultless is this: to look after orphans 
and widows in their distress and to 
keep oneself from being polluted by 
the world.

For more information on Australia 
HOPE International, please visit: 
www.ahi.org.au.

Norma Osbourne 
Australia HOPE International

JESUS BRINGS 
HOPE TO AFRICA 
AUSTRALIA HOPE 
INTERNATIONAL
Australia HOPE International 
(AHI), led by Ps Bill Osbourne, has 
continued well with its work in 
Uganda and the Democratic Republic 
of Congo.

Child and Class Sponsorship and 
HOPE Schools again remain our focus 
with over 3,000 students currently in 
21 schools built by AHI and partners 
in Africa, providing education for the 
poorest of the poor who would not 
otherwise receive an education.

Our students are doing extremely 
well with one of the girls Ritah (who 
we brought to Australia with Ps Willy 
Tumwine a few years ago), now on 
a scholarship studying medicine in 
the USA.

The HOPE schools are all fully 
Christian and the gospel is nearly 
proclaimed in all schools. On 
a recent trip, we heard such 
heartwarming stories.

In Nakivale refugee camp where we 
have a school of over 750 children, 
one of the muslim fathers came and 
asked to be born again after seeing 
how the teachers loved his children. 

Another testimony from our partner 
Ps Anne Tumwine was of a little 
muslim boy who prayed a fervent 
prayer for her leg to be healed in 
the name of Jesus. She commented 
that, “None of these kids will 
be muslim when they leave this 
school.”

One of the joys when visiting this 
school is to hear Christian and 
Muslim children alike singing with 
gusto “Oh the Blood of Jesus”.

So many things have happened but 
here are just a few snippets from 
over recent months:

Finishing a safe house for vulnerable 
girls who will be educated and 
cared for by a house mama.

A new batch of street boys have 
recently been rescued and now 
being rehabilitated and prepared 
for school next year by our partner 
‘Reach the World for Christ’ 
Children’s Trust. Many ex-street kids 
are now powerful evangelists and 
ministering in church and other 
places.

Ongoing construction of classrooms 
and schools.

HOPE teams visiting Uganda to 
teach and preach the gospel and 
visit projects. 

Ongoing sustainable farming 
projects.

Rainwater tanks fitted and bores 

sunk for three HOPE schools. 

AHI has just been approved as an 
NGO in Uganda.

Women’s Help and HOPE project 
continue to help destitute families.

The AHI office in Nairne is buzzing 
and has many visitors who come to 
our coffee shop whilst browsing an 
extensive range of African crafts for 
sale. Crafts from the Women’s Help 
and HOPE Projects are sold at Jambo 
Sana. 95% of the profits made from 
these sales are sent directly back to 
these women.

We can take no credit for this work 
as it is God who has opened doors
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AFRICA FRONTIER 
MISSION
Africa Frontier Mission (AFM) is 
an evangelistic arm of Australia 
HOPE International (AHI) - HOPE 
Missions branch, which has been 
ministering in Africa since the year 
2000. Founded by Jonathan (Jono) 
Osborne, who has been ministering 
in Uganda since 2003, working 
in conjunction with various local 
ministries. When Jono was 10 years 
old he had a clear direction from 
God that he would one day go to 
Africa. 10 years later he was invited 
to minister in Uganda under a 
prominent Apostolic Ministry.

Jono’s call is predominantly to 
prayer, evangelism and teaching. 
He is permanently based in 
Arua, North West Uganda. He has 
ministered in Uganda, Johannesburg, 
Syria, Lebanon, Southern Sudan, 
Rwanda and DR Congo, preaching in 
crusades, teaching in seminars and 
planting and establishing churches 
with thousands being saved, healed 
and delivered in Jesus name.

Recently God led Jono to plant a 
church in the Jiako area where AFM 
has its base. In the last 3 months 
over 150 people in their local area 
have been saved. More than 350 
people are now attending church on 
Sundays in the base compound with

a large thriving Sunday school of 
very eager children coming to hear 
the good news of the gospel and to 
grow in their newfound faith. There 
is also a Wednesday night Bible 
study to teach the new converts.

Every Saturday the team goes door-
to-door preaching the gospel and 
each week they have had around 15 
people saved. Acts 2:47 says: And 
the Lord is adding to our number 
daily those who are being saved.
These people are being followed up 
each week and encouraged to come 
to the new church.

AFM also provides a Ministry Training 
School, with students learning all 
aspects of ministry and graduating 
with practical experience in 
preaching, teaching, evangelism, 
children’s work, scripture 
memorisation and many other areas.

For more information on AFM: 
P: 08 8188 0398 
E: globalvoice1988@gmail.com 
(Jono) or hope@ahi.org.au (AHI)

Jono preaching at open air crusade 
in Democratic Republic of Congo

MEXICO SEMINAR
Over the last twelve years, Faith 
Center Church of Walhalla SC, USA, 
has supported one of its students 
from World Missions Faith Training 
Center, as a missionary to Mexico. 
Tammy Godfrey has worked with 
two children’s homes and developed 
excellent rapport with many local 
pastors in the Matamoros area 
during that time.

Matamoros is in the Mexican State 
of Tamaulipas, directly across the US 
border from Brownsville, Texas. It 
is one of the fastest growing cities 
in Mexico, and has unfortunately 
suffered from drug cartel wars. 
There is a heavy presence of armed 
police and military everywhere. This 
has negatively affected involvement 
from many American churches.

The church in Matamoros however 
continues to advance, with many 
large and growing churches. The 
spiritual climate is one of hunger 
for the things of God, so teaching 
and training ministries are eagerly 
sought after and in particular, 
Australian ministries are received 
very well.

After consultation with Tammy we 
began sending teams to support 
what she was doing in the children’s 
homes and also begin training

seminars with interested pastors.

Our recent visit in November 
reconnected us with our key contact, 
Marco Reis, who is the Director of 
Religious Affairs for the area. He 
has been such a blessing and keen 
advocate for bringing our seminars 
to the pastors. His wife, Magdelana 
is pastor of their church while he 
holds a civic post. 

Pastor Mark Walker from South 
Eastern Christian Centre, Melbourne 
along with Pastor Rod Nes from 
Living Faith, Adelaide joined with 
Pastor Graeme Enright and Paul 
Jackson from Walhalla to lead the 
teaching sessions. With use of 
excellent translators we enjoyed 
great times of ministry both in 
teaching, prophetic words and 
personal prayer with leaders. The 
seminar was held in the town center 
where an existing Bible School 
operates. We have been lecturing at 
this school also.

The response from the pastors is 
clear – they don’t often get teaching 
like Aussie CRC pastors bring 
and they want more. The Lord is 
certainly touching hungry people in 
Matamoros so we are interested in 
hearing from other CRC pastors who 
would like to be involved in coming 
to Mexico to help.

Graeme Enright 
Missionary from Australia to the USA
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BOLIVIA REPORT
After five visits to Bolivia, Ps Mark 
Walker from South Eastern Christian 
Centre, Endeavour Hills, Vic reports, 
fruitful relationships have been 
developed in several cities and doors 
are open for ministry in a number of 
other areas, where CRC teams will 
be very welcome.

Potosí is a city with a history that 
is as sad as it is stunning. At one 
time the world’s largest source of 
silver, thousands of indigenous 
people and African slaves died while 
extracting the precious metal, which 
was shipped to Spain. Today this 
historic Andean city (elevation 4,090 
metres) has a population of 250,000 
and a number of good churches. 

Having worked closely with the

city’s association of Evangelical 
and Pentecostal churches over the 
past three years, we have an open 
invitation to minister in the city 
through seminars and combined 
meetings, and the jail.

El Alto sits just above the nation’s 
administrative capital La Paz, and 
is home to around one million 
mostly indigenous people. The 
local association of churches in this 
city has also requested us to keep 
coming back each year to provide 
training seminars for pastors and 
leaders.

In La Paz I have a good relationship 
with a few churches, and the 
Christian university Universidad Doxa 
has asked me to do a series of four 
seminars for their ministry students 
across the country.

In Sucre, Bolivia’s political capital, 
several churches have opened their 
doors for ministry.

Pastor Wilfredo and Zandra Calle in 
Sucre

In several asambleas de Dios 
(assemblies of God) the result has 
been a good number of people 
receiving Christ and many being 
baptised in the Holy Spirit.

A recent highlight was going with 
two AOG pastors into the jail, where 
we saw 20 prisoners come to Christ. 
An invitation has been received from 
the AOG to conduct an evangelistic 
campaign next year among their 
Quechua-speaking churches.

A large evangelical church has 
also asked me to minister at their 
conference.

A recent development with a lot of 
potential is the arrival in Sucre of 
Pastor Wilfredo Calle and his family, 
wanting to work with us to plant 
a church in Sucre initially and then 
others across the country. Having 
worked with a mission in Brazil in

recent years, they felt the Lord 
was sending them back to their 
Bolivian homeland. While we are 
still in the early stages of building 
the relationship, it seems like this 
could be the Lord’s answer to a lot of 
prayer. 

Peru is one of five countries with 
which Bolivia shares a border, and in 
this nation the Lord has given me a 
strong connection with a church and 
mission called Corazones en Acción 
(Hearts in Action), initially through 
one of the CRC’s pioneer ministries, 
Cliff Beard. A good start has been 
made, and I look forward to working 
with missionaries Paul and Alida 
Bowers and their team into the 
future.

Preaching with Paul Bowers in Peru

There have been numerous 
prophecies of doors opening in 
other South American nations, and 
it certainly looks like the Lord will 
have plenty for us to do on this 
continent into the future.

Ps Mark Walker
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Further connections were made with 
pastors from Paraguay and Argentina 
which will be built upon in the 
future with plenty of opportunities 
to open up relationships between 
churches in both countries.

The most requested desire I found 
was for people to go and teach 
English as a second language.

It only needs to be conversational 
English with many people 
expressing a desire to be able to 
learn English to help with their 
ministry expression and also their 
employment potential.

The potential of such a ministry is 
unlimited as an outreach to both 
young and old. 

I will look forward to continued 
connection over the years to come 
and thank God for the opportunity to 
meet many people who are a part of 
the great army across our globe all 
doing their part to see the kingdom 
of God grow.

Rodney Bortolin

ADVENTURES IN 
BRAZIL
Brazil is a vast and diverse country 
and in many ways very similar to 
Australia in regards to weather, food 
and people. The national language 
of Portuguese was a challenge but 
praise God I always had some good 
interpreters to help me out, reports 
Ps Rodney Bortolin, from Griffith, 
NSW, 

I was fortunate enough to visit four 
areas including Salvador, Foz Di 
Iguazo, Curitiba and Penapolis. 

A church in Salvador really captured 
my heart with the ‘young’ team 
doing an exceptional work sharing 
the gospel and reaching out to the 

poor through a feeding program. 

Foz is a strategic area bordering on 
Paraguay and Argentina with a local 
pastor constantly going into these 
countries to help other pastors. It is 
a loose knit network with mutual 
encouragement. 

I was able to share at a gathering of 
these pastors with one man driving 
5 hours from Asuncion, Paraguay to 
attend. A lot of these pastors were 
once missionaries who were sent by 
their churches to establish a work in 
an area.

For various reasons support ceased 
after a couple of years but these 
men refused to go back to their 
churches and continued sacrificially 
in their region.

One pastor recounted how he and 
his family shared an egg and a bowl 
of rice every day for a year to get by.

The pastors I made contact with 
are genuine hard working men and 
women with big dreams to make a 
difference in their communities. 

These include programs to feed and 
educate children, reaching out to the 
gay and transsexual communities, 
community gardens where one 
pastor was given a lot of bush land 
by the government to transform 
it into a market garden to create 
employment and feed the poor.

One young man and his wife run 
a children’s program where they 
pick up children from the poor 
neighbourhood every Friday night 
and feed them then run a program.

The people I met were always 
appreciative that a person would 
come half way around the world 
to enter into their space and were 
hungry for the New Creation 
message of identity in Christ and 
security in the finished work of the 
cross.
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UPDATES FROM AROUND THE WORLD
In August 2015, the Early Learning 
Mobile School (ELMS) also began 
teaching children in June Valley 2 on 
Thursday and Friday.

At the beginning of the year we 
registered a large number of 
children, but the numbers dropped 
off during the year.

A lot depends on the commitment of 
the mothers to bring their children. 
Also some families move back to 
their original village and we do not 
see them again.

We have had many opportunities 
to preach the gospel and pray for 
the children and families. We need 
to have a bigger vision to build a 
school & church.

Sue Withers 
Australian missionary to Papua New 
Guinea

Updates from the Mission Field, 
Philippines 

Last month’s worship services were 
great here in our church. I shared on 
two bible characters (Nehemiah and 
Joseph). Through these services our 
members were strengthened and 
encouraged through the power of 
God’s word.

Praise the Lord we had five new 
people give their hearts to the lord 
and two young women recommit 
their lives back to God. We have 
organized them into cell groups for 
discipleship.

Reselma and a couple of our ladies 
in the church have been following 
up some of our women in the 
community.

Wonderful things are taking place in 
our members’ lives and we can see 
changes taking place in their walk 
with the Lord.

One of our CRC Filipino missionaries 
in Cambodia who is on furlough 
came to our church and shared to 
the church on her experiences on 
the field and also ministered the 
word of God from Romans.

Romans 10:14-15 says: How are 
they to call on one they have not 
believed in? And how are they 
to believe in one they have not 
heard of? And how are they to hear 
without someone preaching to 

Updates from the Mission Field, 
Papua New Guinea

After three months of working in 
the Milne Bay Provincial Hospital 
(MBPH), on the 30th of October 
2015, I returned back to Port 
Moresby.

I achieved my goal - to successfully 
fulfill my nursing competencies.

I also had opportunities to share in 
the Shalom Centre, Alotau Church.

I encouraged the church on missions 
and shared on God’s love and 
longing for His appearing.

I had many other opportunities to 
minister - in the hospital and home 
fellowships.

I shared with the ‘Scripture Union’ 
students, and was involved in prison 
ministry. I also did preventative 
health briefs.

Praise God! My full Nursing licence 
to practice in PNG has been 
approved. It took 2.5 years.

In August 2014 the Early Learning 
Mobile School (ELMS) team started 
teaching children in the Tete 
Settlement. These sessions occur 
from Monday to Wednesday from 
9:00–11:30am. 

them? And how are they to preach 
unless they are sent? As it is written, 
“How timely is the arrival of those 
who proclaim the good news.”

We are excited to see one of our 
young ladies from our church going 
to attend our Philippines World 
Missions Faith Training School in 
February next year.

She is currently working as a house 
helper but she has a passionate 
desire to be a missionary.

As a church we will be sending her 
to missions school and hopefully if 
God willing we may send her out as 
a missionary.

Her name is Grechen Vesagas, 
please keep her in your prayers.

Once again we thank you all for 
support and prayers. May God’s 
riches blessings rest upon you all 
this season.

Thomas Semoi 
PNG missionary to the Philippines




