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Philippines Disasters

War, Earthquake & 
Typhoon

Bolivia - Open Doors



The above photo is of a beautiful house 
in the Philippines after the damage of the 
typhoon.  Many other houses were reduced 
completely to rubble, and thousands of 
people have been left homeless.
When we build our lives, we build on the 
rock of Christ.  Though fire, rain, flood, 
earthquake, famine, war and disease come 
against us, our faith cannot be shaken and 
our salvation is secure.  Our home is in 
Christ and he is the hope to the hopeless.
Despite recent disaster, this hope has 
reached thousands of people in the 
Philippines (and all over the world) through 
the practical love expressed by the church, 
causing many to find Christ as their own 
rock.
Remember the hope that is within you 
as we celebrate Christmas and the hope 
kindled two thousand years ago with the 
birth of Jesus.
Katelyn Fowler
Editor of Pulse
If you would like a printed copy of Pulse, they are 
available via the CRC missions office at $1.20 each plus 
postage.
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Christmas is a great time for 
remembering and contacting friends 
both near and far around the globe.
God first set this example by 
reaching out to mankind, expressing 
His love and care for us by sending 
Jesus to be the Saviour of the world 
- the first Christmas.
When introducing Jesus, Matthew’s 
gospel gives His genealogy from 
Abraham.  Included in this are four 
women - all Gentiles. Their inclusion,  
in particular the Canaanite prostitute 
Rahab, in the direct ancestry of the 
Messiah is a powerful testimony 
to the redemptive, transformative 
grace of God that extends to all 
nations, even those nations that 
were Israel’s enemies.
The journey of the Gentile Magi 
from the East coming to offer gifts 
to Jesus is a powerful symbol of the 
nations of the world streaming to 
the Jewish Messiah. Their presence 
in the opening pages of Matthew’s 

gospel recalls the prophecy of Isaiah 
that “nations will come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your 
dawn” (Isa 60:3).
Hence Matthew introduces his 
gospel with the nations coming 
to Jesus, but he concludes it with 
the disciples streaming out to the 
nations (Matthew 28).
This is an outworking of the 
Abrahamic Covenant -  we are 
blessed to be a blessing to all 
peoples.
Missions is first about us being in 
vital relationship with the living 
God and secondly doing the work of 
bringing the blessing of God to all 
peoples. In this issue of Pulse you 
will see how this is being wonderfully 
outworked through the ministry of 
many of our CRC churches.
May the blessing of the living God 
be richly with you, and flow through 
you this Christmas.

Ps Mike Cronin

pulse
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Natural disasters are common in the Philippines and the 
people have learnt to be resilient, however over the last three 
months the nation has been impacted by a series of three 
major disasters that have caused huge loss of life and billions 
of dollars worth of destruction.  In the face of these things our 
CRC Pastors and people have been very active ministering the 
love of Christ and helping people rebuild their lives.
On the 9th September, renegade MNLF soldiers tried to take 
control of Zamboanga, a city of 1 million people. Zamboanga is 
the most strategic city in the southern Philippines and a major 
commercial centre. A three week battle with the Government 
military forces ensued and paralysed the city.
People fled from their homes to evacuation centres, many of 
them taking absolutely nothing with them as they escaped the 
war zone. The main evacuation centre was a sports ground 
with very little shelter available.
Pastor Marlon and Ann Sala of the Land of Promise Christian 
Centre decided they could not stay isolated in their church so 
they left their secure church building and went to the main 
evacuation centre. Their hearts were deeply touched by the 
needs of the people so they took pregnant women, mothers 
with young children and some elderly people back to the 
church to care for them during the war. Most of these people 
were Moslems. They cared for them, loved them, prayed for 
them and shared about the Saviour who loved them so much 
that He died in their place.
These people said “We were always told that Christians hated 
us, but you have shown that you really love us”.
Ps Marlon and Ann together with their church worked closely 

Philippines: with Operation Blessing, the humanitarian 
arm of the 700 Club which is very active in the 
Philippines. They helped to get aid provided 
by Operation Blessing to the people in need 
very effectively.
One lady, ‘P’, from the Tausug tribe was 
brought to the church for help as she was 
about to give birth to a baby. Slowly over 
the weeks she shared some of her life 
story. She was married at 16 years of age 
and became entangled in a cycle of abusive 
relationships. Her irresponsible husband 
frequently physically abused her. In her hopeless state her 
previous four living children were left with her 72 year old 
mother and her brother. It was as she was being prayed for by 
the church leaders that she cried as she was touched by the 
love of God. After 5 years of bitter separation, she was reunited 
with her mother and children.
When it was declared that “war is over” another war also ended. 
The war within ‘P’ surrended to the control of the One who won 
the war by His blood.
Now 2 months later ‘P’ is reunited with her mother and children. 
She is attending church every week, keen to learn about her new 
relationship with the true and living God. She is also bringing 
up to 20 other people with her each week.

Earthquake

War in Zamboanga

In October Bohol Island was rocked by a 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake causing massive damage. The CRC has churches 
and a Children’s Home on Bohol Island. There was very limited 
damage on our properties, but many 
other people and properties were deeply 
impacted. Many people are now living 
in temporary tent cities because their 
homes have been destroyed.
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Teams spearheaded by Ps Allan Manzanilla are now in full 
swing. They have visited and helped people in areas where 
CRC has outreaches and churches operating. They have also 
surveyed other areas where they have some contact aiming to 
build lasting relationships with local council leadership. They 
are focusing on the most isolated and neglected people who 
are not getting help from other sources.
The teams are bringing relief 
operations including food, as 
well as the hope of the Gospel 
leading towards salvation and 
planting churches. From the 
contacts being established it 
is expected that they will start 
at least 2 churches in each of 3 
badly damaged Provinces.
So far Relief Packs have been distributed to over 883 families 
and 220 individuals. Teams have committed to help another 
751 families in locations with names and distribution points 
already identified.  They hope to provide Relief Packs to an 
additional 2,771 families in isolated and neglected areas. 
Feeding programs for children are being made a high priority 
and they hope to reach at least 5,000 children by Christmas – 
most in coastal, islands and mountain areas.
Australian CRC Churches have contributed over $60,000 
towards these needs. The money is being well used to give 
effective help to people in need. Ps Allan is very appreciative of 
the prayer and financial assistance from the CRC family.
“On behalf of our team on the ground and the entire CRC 
Visayan Provinces and CRC Philippines – we heartfully send our 
gratitude to those who responded to the needs and took the 
initiative to do all they can to pray, communicate and raise funds 
(and are still doing it) to help the nation of the Philippines.”

The Haiyan typhoon known as Yolanda in the Philippines was 
the 25th typhoon of the year and the biggest on record. It cut a 
pathway through the centre of the Philippines, first hitting the 
island of Leyte destroying cities and villages. Tacloban was a 
city of 220,000 people but is now mostly in ruins. Yolanda then 
cut across the northern part of Cebu Island where we have a 
number of churches and outreaches. 

Ps Amen and Apple Frayres and their three 
children had their home in Bogo totally 
destroyed. They were unharmed but 
everything around them was destroyed. Ps 
Mike Cronin visited them with Ps Peter Hauje 
a week after the typhoon. The vegetation 
was denuded, roofs ripped off, buildings 

destroyed, the main primary school in Bogo was unusable, and 
power poles were in every direction except upright. Ps Amen 
has been told it will be at least 3 months before he can get 
electricity and he lives close to the centre of town.
We were able to get a big heavy duty canvas to erect shelter for 
the church, and arrange for some Bible School students to come 
and clear the rubbish and help 
to rebuild a small house. We 
were also able to arrange some 
finance from a supporter of  
their children’s education. Our 
aim was to get them basically 
re-established so they could 
soon be ministering effectively 
again to others.

Philippines:
Typhoon
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This has been an amazing year with the church continuing 
to grow steadily. We began an outreach to the local Spanish-
speaking community and now have a small group attending. We 
also started a children’s ministry due to new families coming. 

Our school has enjoyed a very productive 
year and now has 15 students. Faith 
Training Center launched its Great 
Adventure Missions Training School 
in July with 5 fulltime and 4 part-time 
students. In 2014 we continue with “40 
Days of Mission” from July 5 to August 
13, which includes a ten day outreach into Mexico. 

Right now at Christmas time the property is lit up with attractive 
lights featuring our facilities and encouraging folks to see 
we are alive and well and open for business. We had some 
outstanding promotion opportunities when submitting our 
church float in four local Christmas Parades, winning two and 
coming second in another. 

We would love you to come and visit to help, view and enjoy 
the great work that is happening here.

USA
Remy Adams from Vanuatu went to New Caledonia in November.  
He has a burden for the French nations in the Pacific.  The 
trip was only five days but God was moving and empowering 
His churches. Remy had previously connected with Ps Whaap 
Christian there.  Ps Whaap’s church of about 60 people is called 
“Agape Missions Church” and is situated in Noumea.

On his first day, Friday, Remy spoke at the youth group about the 
Kingdom of God and over 15 received healing or recommited 
their lives to the Lord.  Some youth had to walk long distances 
to attend and have a real thirst for God. 

On the Saturday, Remy joined Ps. Whaap at the church to teach 
a group of predominantly young people about divine healing.  
Afterwards, they split into three groups and went to the three 
main hospitals in Noumea.  They met back at the church and 
testified of what God had done. Some people received hope 
because they had no family visiting them, a few were saved 
and some received healing.  Some of the nurses received 
prayer as well.  This was the first time the church had gone 
out to a hospital to pray. The young people were blessed and 
encouraged by sharing testimonies.

On Sunday, Remy preached 
in the church and shared 
about CRC involvement in 
missions in the world. The 
manifestation of God was very 
strong and people were saved.  
Everyone went to the beach 
afterwards for three baptisms 
and fellowship together.

New Caledonia
Graeme Enright



Updates around the world Six students graduated from the Door Step Bible 
School at the start of December.  Those 

who were unable to complete this 
year have been encouraged to 
continue next year and graduate.  
We serve a God of second 
chances. 
The school was run in Vila 

church from end of February to 
November this year. The purpose is 

to give opportunity to those who work, 
students that wouldn’t normally be able to attend 
Bible school. Instead, the Bible school comes to 
their door so they can study and get rooted and 
grounded by the word of God.

“Dinner under the stars‟ was a fundraising event organized 
by the Gateway Center church for the 
International Youth Convention next 
year 2014. It was a dinner outdoors 
i.e. “under the stars.‟ It was held on 
Saturday 7th October on the church 
grounds.

The preparation for the night took 
three weeks. The youth led by praying 

and fasting for the event and practicing dances and a drama 
for the event. Church members contributed food including 
cassava, chicken and other items. The week of the dinner 
and on the day itself, a stage was setup, lighting bought and 
setup, decorations organized for the stage, tables and chairs 
organized, cleaning and rubbish collection, and food chopped, 
sliced, and baked under hot stones (motu). Everyone had their 
duties and accomplished them well and with a good heart.

260 tickets were sold. However, due to high demand many 
more paid without receiving tickets. So on the night there were 
over 300 people, but the food was still abundant.

From tickets, soft drinks sales and auctions on the night, the 
total money received so far was SBD$23,000 (about AUD$3,600) 
with more still to come.

All Glory to God for a successful night. He made it possible!
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Vanuatu

Solomons

Jay and Dee have moved to the UK  recently to plant 
a church and are currently seeking a venue.  The 
intended start date is Easter Sunday 2014, which 
will be the first of five monthly pre-launch services.  
Weekly services will then begin in September 2014.  
One person has already been saved.

Dee also runs a mums and 
bubs group in her house 
every Friday. It has been 
growing and she is 
now looking at starting 
a community mums 
group from it next year.  
About twelve mums are 
connected with this group.

United Kingdom

 

2014 OCEANIA YOUTH CONVENTDINNER UNDER THE STARS 

‘Dinner under the stars’ was a fundraising event organized by the 
Gateway Center church for the International Youth Convention 
next year 2014.  It was a dinner outdoors i.e. ‘under the stars.’ It 
was held on Saturday 7th October on the church grounds. 

The preparation for the night took three weeks. The youths led by 
praying and fasting for the event and practicing dances and a drama 

for the event. Church members contributed food items such as 
cassava, chicken, etc. The week of the dinner and on the day itself, a 
stage was setup, lightings bought and setup, decorations organized 
for the stage, tables, and grounds, tables and chairs organized, clean-
ing and rubbish collection, food chopped, sliced, baked under hot 
stones (motu) and so on.  Everyone had their duties and accom-
plished it well and with a good heart. 

260 tickets were sold. However, due to high demand many more 
paid without receiving tickets. So on the night we had  300+ people, 
but the food was still abundant. 

From tickets, soft drinks sales and auctions on the night, the total 
money received so far was SBD$23,000-00 with more still to come.  

All Glory to God for a successful night. He made it possible! 

Setting of tables and chairs for the night’s 
program. 

Youths putting on a dance to entertain 
our 

Guests. 

The Gateway youth leadership has been challenged in the last months to revive the 
combine youth gatherings that it used to have in the years preceding the ethnic ten-
sion. 

Under the guidance of our Youth Pastor Brother Dennis Etua, and with much prayer 
and fasting, letters were sent to local churches reminding youth leaders that as young 
people who love Christ, we need to break the denominational walls that we have put 
up. Gateway Centre was offered as a venue for the first Youth Combine. The date 
selected was the last Friday of the month. That was in July this year.  

Since that time the youths have come from local churches affiliated with the Solo-
mon Islands Christian Association (SICA) such as the SSEC, United Church, and the 
Church of Melanesia.; the Solomon Islands Full Gospel Association (SIFGA) i.e. 
Agape, AOG, Bible Way, Kingdom Harvest, and Rhema. During these meetings the 
church buildings have barely contained the numbers attending and on occasion 

youths have had to be seated outdoors. 

The venues have alternated between Gateway Center (see picture on the right), 
AOG, Bible Way and Rhema. Together we have worshipped, prayed, listened to the 
Word from the pulpit, and been challenged to live holy lives, to be obedient to 
Christ. 

The pressing plan now is for the Youth Combine to go to the hospitals, markets, 
streets with the gospel of Christ. 
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Ps Mark Walker visited Bolivia in June this year with the intention 
of establishing contacts for future CRC missionary contribution 
to the nation. There has been a very positive response and 
doors have opened in several key centres.

from those in La Paz. Several meetings with local pastors have 
identified teaching and training for pastors and workers as 
a pressing need. There is a good association of evangelical 
churches, including pentecostals, with a strong desire for 
these churches to work together in unity. The leaders of this 
association are very keen for CRC teams to come in and run 
seminars to provide training and encouragement for pastors 
and workers in all the churches. They are also asking that we 
prayerfully consider involvement in other needs, including the 
establishment of a Bible College.

Bolivia
Ps Mark Walker

La Paz
Ties with La Casa de Unidad have been strengthened through 
Pastor Teresa Nosiglia and other leaders of this relatively new 
but exciting Pentecostal church in the city’s southern zone. 
Pastor Teresa and her son, Pastor Álvaro Ortiz, have both 
expressed a desire for help getting the church structure  better 
established. Mark also had discussions with other pastors in 
this city, which is the financial capital of the nation, and is 
confident of doors being opened for effective ministry here in 
the future.

El Alto

Potosi

Sucre

The sprawling city of El Alto lies just above La Paz and is home 
to many poorer people, often of indigenous descent. Many 
churches are operating here, but their needs are quite distinct 

The mining city of Potosí has a history of colonial exploitation 
and is relatively poor in contrast to the fabulous wealth taken 
back to Spain from this site. Its altitude and harsh winters 
make Potosí a difficult place to live, but there are a number of 
churches thriving here. Again, there is a real commitment to 
unity which was clearly expressed in each of the four churches 
Mark preached in over his three days there. He also met with 
the leaders of the city’s association of evangelical churches 
and has been officially invited to bring teams to run teaching 
and training seminars that would be attended by pastors and 
leaders from a variety of evangelical and pentecostal churches.

In Bolivia’s political capital there are a number of thriving 
churches, some of which are doing outstanding work in areas 
like drug and alcohol rehabilitation and Christian education. 
There are a number of strong churches in Sucre.

Following consultation with pastors and key leaders in these key 
cities, the CRC is looking at taking a team to Bolivia sometime 
between July and September 2014. This team will run some 
training seminars and be involved in evangelistic activites in 
these areas. 

Contact Ps Mark Walker at markw@cfc.asn.au for more 
information.
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Sue Withers from Taylor’s Beach, NSW is a missionary in PNG. 
Recently she was involved in a medical mission into Inland Rigo.
Inland Rigo is a very remote area with no access to medical 
care. Some of the team walked eight hours over the mountains 
and others went by boat with all the medicine and supplies. 
Usually the river is low, but God poured out the rain and it 
flooded the river and the boats got to the destination in record 
time.

The team conducted a health education session in a school. 
The ministry team also had many opportunities to share God’s 
Word in the churches. There were many salvations and two 
water baptisms. Ps Jeremy Steel also did a baby dedication 
service.

Although it was a Medical Mission, the underlying focus was 
ministry. This was amazing. The 
medical team consulted and prayed 
for the patients. Not just physical 
but spiritual needs were met as 
well. The evangelism team shared 
testimonies, preached and prayed 
for people while they waited for 
medical treatment.

Sue said, “I was really inspired to 
hear people ministering all around 
us. That was the highlight of my trip, God’s word being 
preached powerfully.”

PNG - Inland Rigo 
Medical Mission CRC International 

Women’s Convention
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

 
Monday 7th to Thursday 10th July 2014

Bethel Tabernacle
Port Moresby

Papua New Guinea
National and International Speakers

Opportunities will be open for local church ministry in provinces.
Total Trip: Saturday 28th June – Saturday 12th July 2014

Trip Costs: $2,500 in total

 
For further details contact 

Norma Cayzer
norma@turningpoint.asn.au

Or in PNG Rhoda Hageyo
warigeua06@gmail.com
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Papua New Guinea Inland Rigo Medical Mission

Team came from Seaton Church,
Adelaide
Ps Bill Vasilakis came to PNG with a ministry team. The

team (excluding Ps Bill) came to Inland Rigo, they were a

Blessing. Tanya (Doctor), her husband Sam (teacher) and

Denai (nurse). Two local nurses also joined us, Lydia from

Bethel Centre, and Moyeana from Bethel Church. They were

such a blessing; we needed their local input and Lydia did the

antenatal screening.

Frontier Evangelism Team (FET)
Ps Jeremy Steel who leads the FET took a Medical team

to Inland Rigo to do a Medical Mission, a very remote

area with no access to medical care. God Well equipped

me to organize the medical part of this trip, what

perfect timing after training in Vanuatu. Some of us

walked 8 hours over the mountains (you know me I

love an adventure and a challenge) and others went by

boat with all the medicine and supplies. Usually the

river is low, but God poured out the rain and it flooded the

river, the boats get to the destination in record time.

SUE’S NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2013

Medical Clinics
Although it was a Medical Mission,

our main focus was ministry. This

was amazing. The Medical Team

consulted and prayed for the

patients. Not just the physical but

spiritual needs were met. The

evangelism team were sharing

testimonies, preaching and praying

for people while they waited. I was

really inspired to hear people

ministering all around us. That was

the highlight of my trip, God’s word

being preached powerfully.

Ministry in
Churches &
Schools
We conducted a

health education

session in a

School. The

ministry team had many

opportunities to share God’s Word in the churches. There

were many salvations and two water baptisms. Ps Jeremy

also did a baby dedication service.
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