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As many people have said for many years: 
I can’t believe it’s December already!  
Our son Stephen will be eight months on 
Christmas day and we’re looking forward 
to a lovely first Christmas with him.

Christmas is an important reminder of the 
life, death and resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and beyond that, whether we 
are answering His call upon our lives.  As 
I see how much my son has grown since 
last Christmas, I look back and hope to 
see that I have grown too.

I encourage you to reflect on your growth 
over the past year and realign yourself to 
God’s call upon your life.  As Jesus did His 
Father’s will, may we do the will of Jesus 
this season and on into next year.

Have a wonderful celebration this 
Christmas, and may God bless you richly 
in the coming year.

Katelyn Fowler
Editor of Pulse

If you would like a printed copy of Pulse, they are 
available via the CRC missions office at $1.20 each 
plus postage.
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Christmas is here again.
This is the annual celebration of the 
incredible incarnation of God in flesh - 
the birth of Jesus Christ. This event was 
the major theme of the Old Testament 
- the coming of the Messiah. From the 
initial covering of animal skins that God 
provided for Adam and Eve after the fall 
and the consequent shedding of blood 
foreshadowing the sacrifice of Calvary, 
the theme of a coming Messiah, Saviour, 
runs through the Old Testament.
Isaiah 49:6 says of the coming Messiah “I 
will make you a light for the Gentiles,that 
you may bring my salvation to the ends 
of the earth.”
Luke begins his gospel with careful detail 
about God sending this anticipated one 
- the Messiah.
“Today in the town of David a Saviour 
has been born to you, he is Christ The 
Lord” Luke 2:11.
Luke concludes his gospel (Luke 24: 45-
49) and starts the book of Acts (Acts 
1:8) with the Risen Christ, the Messiah, 

sending his disciples to continue his 
mission on earth of bringing forgiveness 
of sin to all peoples so that the ultimate 
purpose of God may be fulfilled. That 
people of every tribe and tongue and 
nation will surround the throne of 
the true and living God and find their 
ultimate fulfilment and purpose in 
undiluted adoration and worship of the 
King of Kings for all He is and does (Rev 
7:9-12).
Our CRC International vision of a 
presence in every nation by 2045 is a 
part of the mission of the living God. 
Each church involved in mission both 
locally and globally is a part of this 
eternal purpose.
Thus we may see that Christmas (God 
sending Jesus) and mission ( Christ 
sending us to proclaim His message of 
salvation) are inseparably linked.
As you celebrate this Christmas give 
thanks and praise to the true and living 
God that He has sent you to continue His 
glorious mission on earth.

Ps Mike Cronin
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The second International People’s Convention of CRC Churches 
International was held in Adelaide during the last week of 
September.  People gathered from many of the nations CRC 
Churches International is currently involved in with a total of 92 
overseas delegates.  Australians came from all states to give a 
total registration of about 1,000 people.  Attendances reached 
a maximum of 1,350 people in the inspiring night services.

The three invited guest speakers, together with our National 
Chairman Ps Bill Vasilakis and International Missions Director 
Ps Barry Silverback, all complemented each other and made a 
great challenging and inspiring contribution to the Convention. 

Harvey Carey challenged us with Jesus’ last 
words in Mark 16:15 and told us to evaluate 
ourselves by our passion and action in 
fulfilling this mandate.  From Mark 16:17 
he shared Jesus’ assurance that signs will 
accompany and follow those who believe.  
Don’t fall into the trap of wanting to follow 
a sign!

Paul Scanlan made a great impact with his message on “The 
Issue of Acceptance”.  He explained that acceptance of people 

precedes change in them and will create a 
hostile environment for guilt and shame.

Jackie Pullinger shared her own story of 
ministry in Hong Kong and gave a powerful 
challenge to  reach out and care for people 
in need.  Be secure in who you are in Christ  
and give freely to others.

The global mission sessions were a key part 
of the Convention.  On the first day tribute 
was paid to Ps Barry and Rosalie Silverback 
in a ‘This is Your Life’ presentation.  The 
session revealed their great heart for God 
as supreme above everything and their 
dedication in pioneering the thrust of CRC 
Missions since establishing Bethel Centre in 

Port Moresby 40 years ago. 

The second day featured highlights from different nations in the 
outworking of the International Strategic Directions.  Pastors 
from Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka and Australia 
shared.

The third day focused on “Adopting a Nation”.  Ps David Bland 
interviewed Pastors Mike & Lois Cronin and Pastors Bruce and 
Margaret Sharman about their experience in adopting a new 
nation. Then pastors or mission leaders had opportunity to 
prayerfully collect a flag and record the adoption of that nation 
by their church.

RISE UP 2012
International People’s Convention
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In 2004 an International Vision was birthed for CRC Churches 
International to have “a presence in every nation by 2045”.  By 
following four steps you can be a part of helping us acheive 
this.
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If you are going to develop anything in a nation you have to go.  
Go prayerfully and be sensitive to the Holy Spirit.

Any people in your church who come from the nation you are 
adopting may be a great source of initial contacts.  Alternately, 
you may not apparently have any viable contacts, but as you go 
it is amazing how God will open opportunities and one contact 
will lead to another.

Seek to learn about the country and how to minister in it - 
culture, religious background, economic status, ways other 
people have found effective in connecting with others and 
leading them to Christ.

Then look for contacts within the country you can work with 
for mutual benefit in fulfilling:
 The Great Commission by evangelism, making disciples 
and planting churches.
 The Great Commandment by loving people and helping 
community development.

Seldom will everything come together in the first trip.  Be 
prepared to go several times before things come together.

How to: Adopt a Nation

1. Gather Information

3. Give

2. God

4. Go

Learn all you can about the history, geography, economic 
status and spiritual state of the nation you are adopting.

Look to God in prayer for open doors in the nation.  Pray in the 
light of what you have learnt about the spiritual state of the 
nation.

Start gathering money to give toward ministry in the nation.

For more information about which nations are yet to be 
adopted, please contact us using the details on page 2



Updates 
around the 

world

Bouseba is a village with more than 100 people, but there 
is no established church. When a team from Bethel Centre 
walked into this village in October they were welcomed 
warmly and told that they were the first ministry team that 
had come to visit them.
The team had fellowship with them that evening and again 
in the morning the following day. Five men gave their lives 
to Jesus after the gospel was preached. They said that 
Bouseba is open for them to come and have fellowship 
with them again and opened the door for a church to be  
established there in the future.

It is now the wet season in Vietnam and the Sargeants 
(SECC, Endeavour Hills) are approaching the end of 
their ninth month in the country.
The livestock program will be implementing a new 
software program shortly which will help in tracking 
and monitoring the health of the livestock in the 
program, as well as help farmers 
optimise yield and income.  Ducks 
have been given out as well as pigs.
The children all finished their 
home-schooling after a few rushed 
weeks of meeting final deadlines 
and the family took a week’s break 
around rural Vietnam.

The church in Alice Springs has a 
new venue with enough space to 
accomodate the congregation, kids 
church, and kitchen as well as 
plenty of parking and shady areas 
for fellowship.

The Bible School was held recently 
with great success.  Seventeen people 

attended the studies and kids and youth 
programs were run.  Two youth attended 
some of the adult sessions.  Many received 
prayer ministry and words of encouragement 
on the last night.

Seven ladies have graduated the sewing school, and 
15 new ladies have enrolled for the next 6 month 
course.
There are now 18 boys and 19 girls in the children’s 
homes. The children are all doing well. One of the 
older girls, Vijitha, has now moved to the Kalkudah 
property.  She is also enrolled in the new course. 
Two older boys, Thanush and Konesh have reached 
18 years of age, have left the home and are now in 
the care of relatives. Both are continuing vocational 
training at Batticaloa. 
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SCHOOLING
The children attend local Elementary and High schools which 
are now of a very good standard and within easy access of the 
Home. Some children walk to school, others catch local buses. 
All school costs are funded.

FARM PURCHASE
Earlier this year  an exciting development took place. Through 
the generosity of a donor the CRC was able to purchase a one-
hectare rice farm very close to the Children’s Home. This quality 
farmland with an abundant water supply will provide two rice 
harvests per year. The farm has potential to grow vegetables, 
establish some fresh water fish ponds and raise some ducks.

There is a rice mill very close to the farm. The first rice planting 
will take place in mid-November  and the next at the end of 
May. The harvests should provide enough rice for the needs of 
the children and the balance will be sold locally. Funds raised 
will provide additional support for the Home and supplement a 
sustainable food supply.
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HISTORY
The Bohol Childrens Home began in April 2006 with four 
children.  Today there are sixteen.

CRC Missions International provides total care in a “home” 
environment for these needy or abandoned children in 
consultation with appropriate government bodies. The 
children come from a wide range of backgrounds and, as a 
result,  present many challenges. The Home has provided an 
environment of security and “family” atmosphere. There are 
three full-time staff including a social worker, two part-time 
staff and volunteers who assist when necessary.

ACCOMMODATION 
The accommodation for the children is in a beautiful, safe 
setting and close to schools. The CRC rents three houses next 
to each other with a good area for outside play and activities.

Bohol Children’s Home
Philippines
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Chris Chetland’s involvement in Kenya began in 2004 when John 
Leak put out a call for help to set up a pastor training program 
in Kenya, stirring Chris to contribute. In 2011 Chris spent four 
weeks running training seminars and open air crusades in bush 
areas. It was during that time Chris teamed up with pastors 
John Masika Wanjala, Julius Okumu and Emmanuel Opiyu.

Chris was taken to the deepest part of the Kibera slum where he 
prayed for Jennifer who was bedridden suffering from HIV AIDS 
and expected to die. Chris took Jennifer in his arms telling her 
God loved her and wanted to heal her. Just two days later she 
was up out of bed. Her healing has led to the opening of many 
opportunities in the slum and as a result of generous giving 
a clean water project has been set up in the deepest part of 
the slum providing Jennifer with an income 
to support her family. Money was also 
donated to purchase two shacks so 
Jennifer’s family can now live without 
sewage flowing through their home 
every time it rains.
Twelve months later, Jennifer has 
been declared free of HIV AIDS and is 
making a living out of the clean water 
project that was set up for her.

Pray for miraculous healings of diseases
Pray for John Masika, Julius Okumu and Emmanuel Opiyu as 
they head up the Kenya CRC
Pray for the success of the open air crusades
Pray that God will send reapers into the harvest
Pray for finance to be released

If you would like to be a part of this exciting ministry contact 
Chris Chetland at: chrischet@gmail.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 12th we travelled 5 hours to Kisumo and settled in to the Imperial Hotel for the night  

before parting with Fred and Dianne to fly back to Australia and we travelled on to Busia on the 

Ugandan border for another three days ministry  in Sio Port before heading back to Nakuru on the 

 

Revival Centre at Njoro where we ministered to crowds of 400-500 people each night. 

               Ilene was the guest preacher 

to the youth while Chris prayed for 

many with pain in their bodies and in 

every case the Lord healed them.  

The Crusades  saw over 60 first time   

decisions for the Lord as well as healings  

and Chris and John Masika baptised 27 

converts at the local river as well as  

presenting 57 certificates of completion of 

Tony Smits Bible School. 

Another great initiative has seen 
five motorbikes and five pushbikes  
purchased and given to bush pastors 
to help them in their daily ministry.

In August this year Chris & Evelyn 
visited Lupita.  Lupita has been in 
drought for the greater part of the year 
and the maize and beans were struggling 
to survive.   Chris called the pastors and 
leaders to a time of corporate prayer to see 
the power of God bring rain. The following day they thanked 
God for the rain and  at about 3pm some light clouds formed 
in the blue sky. That night a thunderstorm came with the rain.

In Nakuru a six day conference was held 
and crowds of up to five hundred were 

ministered to in the evenings.  There 
were over sixty first time decisions for 
the Lord as well as numerous healings.  
Twenty seven converts were baptised 
in the  local river.

The Church at Archies’ Creek (Victoria) 
is working towards running three mission 

tours a year as part of this ministry.

Lupita has been in drought for the greater part of the year and the maize and beans were struggling 

to survive so Chris called the pastors and the leaders to a time of corporate prayer to see the power of 

God bring rain. The sky was bright blue with just a tinge of cloud on the horizon but we prayed with 

passion for 15 minutes. The following day we thanked God for the rain we expected but the sky was 

still bright blue until around 3 in the afternoon some light clouds formed above us. That night a thun-

der storm came with the rain. The following day there was water laying along the road side and we 

were fortunate to have the 4WD as it was difficult to get to the meeting, but there was great excite-

ment that God had answered the prayers. 

The gift of a chicken (kuku) is the high-

est sign of respect. We were presented 

with two chickens which they are look-

ing after for us. We were also given 

eggs and other goodies. 

 

Chris, Evelyn, Fred and Dianne Chetland and Ilene Page, our youth leader at The Church at Archies Creek 
set off to Kenya for the entire month of August 2012 and once more we experienced the amazing blessing 
of God on our work. 

We left Melbourne at 11:30pm Wednesday 1st August and arrived at Doha 14 1/4 hours later before 
boarding for a further 5 1/4 hours flight to Nairobi at 12:45pm (5:45am Melbourne time) on Thursday 
2nd. We booked into the Harlequin Hotel 
where the manager, Rubin greeted us like 
long lost friends.  

 Friday morning we went to Kibera slums 
and caught up with Jennifer who is now 
healthy and making a living out of the 
clean water project we set up for her 
courtesy of Bernie and Julie. She was so 
happy to see us and excited that God has 
done so much for her. She has now been 
declared free of HIV aids., thanks to God 
and the power of prayer. 

Kenya

How can I pray?
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Christmas Traditions in Other Nations
Brazil

Bethlehem
Germany

IranChina

In Brazil people create a nativity scene 
called a ‘presepio’.  The word comes from 
the Hebrew word ‘presidium’ which means 
the bed of straw upon which Jesus sleep in 
Bethlehem.  This was introduced in the 17th 
century by a Franciscan friar named Gaspar 
de Santo Agostinho.  These days presepios 
are set up and displayed in churches, homes 
and stores.

In China, December 25 is not a legal holiday.  
Christmas is usually observed privately 
by Christians.  However, commercialism 
surrounding Christmas has boomed from 
Beijing outwards, initially as a friendly 
gesture aimed at Christian visitors, and 
many stores have men dressed as Santa and 
handing out lollies.

In Bethlehem, Jesus’ birthplace, Christmas 
is celebrated on different days as there are 
people of many different denominations.  
Roman Catholics and Protestants 
celebrate on December 25.  Greek, Syrian 
and other Orthodox Christians celebrate 
on January 6.  Armenian Christians 
celebrate on January 18.  This means that 
in Bethlehem, Christmas celebrations 
span four weeks, rather than just a few 
days.

Christmas trees originated in Germany 
and are integral to German Christmas 
celebrations.  Children are not allowed to 
be involved in decorating the tree but it is 
decorated Christmas Eve prior to the evening 
feast by the adults.  Gifts are also put under 
the tree and once finished, a bell is rung as 
a signal for the children to enter the room.

Christmas in Iran is known as the “Little 
Feast”.  Although Christmas is recognised in 
Iran, it is not a national holiday.  Christmas 
is preceded by the “Little Fast”, 25 days of 
abstaining from animal products.  The “Big 
Fast” is the six weeks preceding Easter.  
On Christmas Day, after people receive 
communion they are permitted to break fast 
and have their Christmas feast.

In the Netherlands the Christmas tree is called the paradise tree.

In Japan, Christmas is like Valentine’s Day.
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In France, the nativity story is acted by players and puppets.

In Finland Christmas dinner begins with the appearance of the first star in the sky.

In Poland and the Ukraine, Christm
as Eve supper is a tw

elve-dish m
eal, one for each apostle.

In the 1580’s, Christmas was removed from 
the list of Scottish festivals as it was seen 
to be supporting Romanism. It wasn’t until 
1958, almost 400 years later, that Christmas 
Day was declared a public holiday. Even 
today, the traditional Christmas celebration 
is usually a low-key affair, apart from one 
custom.  As days pass, Christmas lights 
are put up on trees, and buildings.  In the 
days leading to Christmas, these lights are 
smashed up one by one by young people so 
that only one or two remain at the top of the 
tree by Christmas Eve.

Scotland



Thursday 4th to Monday 8th July 2013

Plan for a team from your church to visit 
Port Moresby for this grand celebration.

Ministry of God’s Word

Cultural Celebrations

PNG Feast

40th Anniversary Celebration
of

Bethel Centre, Port Moresby
and

CRC in Papua New Guinea

For further details contact:
CRC Missions Office

info@crcmissions.org


